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PUBLISHER, 


Occaſioned by we firſt . | 


F dition of the DUNCIAD. 


1 ; 
: T is with pleaſure I hear, that you have pro- 
cured a correct copy of the Duxciap, which 
the many ſurreptitious ones have rendered ſo ne- 
ceſſary; and it is yet with more, that I am informed 
it will be attended with a Coumentary: A Work 
ſo requiſite, that I cannot think the Author himſelf 
would have omitted it, had he ap 1 of the aſt 
appearance of this Poem. 

Such Notes as have occurred to me TI herewith 


ſend you: You will oblige me by anſerting them. 
B 2 


iv A LETTER 1 
amongſt thoſe which are, or will be, tranſmitted 1 
to you by others; ſince not only the Author's i | 
friends, but even ſtrangers, appear engaged by hu- | 2 
manity, to take ſome care of an Orphan of ſo much 

genius and ſpirit, which its parent ſeems to have 3 
abandoned from the very beginning, and ſuffered | 1 
to ſtep into the world naked, unguarged, 3 
unattended, | — 

It was upon reading ſome of the abuſive papers 1 
lately publiſhed, that my great regard to a ow 
whoſe Friendſhip I eſteem as one of the chief : | 
honours of my life, and a much greater reſpect to 4 
Truth, than to him or any man living, engaged 
me in enquiries, of which the ———_ Notes are 
the fruit. Y 

J perceived, that moſt of theſe Authors had been 
(doubtleſs very wiſely) the firſt aggreſſors. _ 
had tried, till they were weary, what was to be 
got by railing at each other: Nobody was ei e 
concerned or ſurprized, if this or that ſeriblei 1 

as proved a dunce. But every one was curious! 1 
to\read what could be ſaid to prove Mr. Porr one, 3 

and was ready to pay ſomething for ſuch a diſco- 3 

very: A ftratagem, which would they fairly own, 
it might not only reconcile them to me, but ſereen 
them from the reſentment of their lawful Superior 
whom they daily abuſe, only (as I charitably hope 
to get that by them, which they cannot get In 
them. | ; 


TO THE PUBLISHER. v 


eg I found this was not all: Ill ſueceſs in that had 
__ tranſported them to Perſonal abuſe, either of him- 
ſelf, or (what I think he could leſs forgive) of his 
Friends. They had called Men of virtue and honour 
bad Men, long before he had either leiſure or incli- 
nation to call them bad Writers: And ſome had 
4 been ſuch old offenders, that he had quite forgotten 
their perſons as well as their ſlanders, *till wy were 
7 pleaſed to revive them. 

11 Now what had Mr. Pork done before, to Anbunſe 
them? He had publiſhed thoſe works which are in 
the hands of every body, in which not the leaſt men- 
tion is made of any of them. And what has he done 
ſince ? He has laughed, and writtey/the Duxei Ap. 
What has that ſaid of them? A Very ſerious truth, 
which the public had before, that they were 


en dull: And what it had no ſooner ſaid, but they 
he) q themſelves were at great pains to procure, or even 
by purchaſe room in the prints to reſtify under their 
ther hands to the truth of it. 


I ſhould till have been ſilent, if either I had * 
any inclination in my friend to be ſerious with ſuch 
accuſers, or if they had only meddled with his 
Writings; ſince whoever publiſhes, puts himſelf on 
his trial by his Country. But when his Moral 
character was attacked, and in a manner from 
Which neither truth nor virtue can ſecure the moſt 


innocent; in a manner, which, though it int. | 
B 3 


the concern ought to be ſo; and that it was an 20 1 


account, but as many of them are the ſame who 4 5 
for ſeveral years paſt have made free with the 
greateſt names in Church and State, expoſed to the 


vi | A LETTER 


lates the credit of the accuſation with the jult and 
impartial, yet aggravates very much the guilt of the 
accuſers; I mean by Authors <vithout names; then i I 
I thought, ſince the danger was common to all, 


of juſtice to detect the Authors, not only on this 4 


0 


1 
Fs 
1 
9 1 
"20 


world the private misfortunes of Families, esel 
all, even to women, and whoſe — — 1 


1 ; 


Friendleſs, the Exil'd, and the Dead. 4 
Beſides this, which I take to be a public concern, 3 
* have already confeſſed L had a private. os iſ J 


7 A 


not his capacity or writings (which we ever. ee. 1 
the leaſt valuable part of his character) but the 
honeſt, open, and beneficent man, that we moſt 
eſteemed, and loved in him. Now, if what theſe I 
people ſay were believed, I muſt appear to all my 
friends either a fool, or a knave; either impoſed on I 
myſelf, or impoſing on them; fo that I am as 
much intereſted in the confutation of theſe calumnies, i "i 
as he is himſelf, 3 
I am no Author, and conſequently not to be 1 

1 
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ſuſpected either of jealouſy or reſentment againſt 
F any of the Men, of whom fcarce one is known to 
me by fight; and as for their Writings, I have 
4 ſought them (on this one occaſion) in vain, in the 
cloſets and libraries of all my acquaintance. I had 


i 1 {till been in the dark, if a Gentleman had not 
o procured me {I ſuppoſe from ſome of themfelves, 


for they are generally much more dangerous friends 
chan enemies) the paſſages I fend you. I ſolemnly 
proteſt I have added nothing to the malice or 


rs BY abſurdity of them; which it behoves me to declare, 
15 FF fince the vouchers themſelves will be fo foon and 


. ſo irrecoverably loſt. You may in ſome meaſure 


prevent it, by preſerving at leaft their Titles“, and 
, IF diſcovering (as far as you can depend on the truth 
I of your information) the Names of the concealed 


authors. 


The firſt objection I hive heard made to the 
Poem is, that the perſons are too obſcure for ſatire. 
The perſons themſelves, rather than allow the 
objection, would forgive the ſatire; and if done 
could be tempted to afford it a ſerious anſwer, were 
not all aſſaſſmates, popular infurrections, the inſo- 
lence of the rabble withoat doors, and of domeſ- 
tics within, moft wrongfully chaſtiſed, if the Mean- 
neſs of offenders mdemmified them from puniſh- 


a Which we have done in a Lift printed in the Appendix. 
B 4 


wanne 
nr » 
Y 3 * — 1 


4 
v 2 
— 


tend that the robbing another of his Reputation 4 


He who deſcribes Malice and Villainy to be pale 


Paleneſs or Leanneſs, but againſt Malice and Vil-| 1 
lany. The Apothecary in Romeo and Juliet is | 
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ment? On the contrary, Obſcurity renders men 
more dangerous, as leſs thought of: Law can pro. + 
.nounce judgment only on open facts: Morality alone b 
can paſs cenſure on intentions of Miſch ef; ſo that 4 
for ſecret calumny, or the arrow flying in the dark, 
there is no public puniſhment left, but what a good 1. 
Writer inflicts. 1 
The next objection is, that theſe * of author 4 
are poor. That might be pleaded as an excuſe at 1 
the Old Baily, for leſſer crimes than Defamation, 
(for 'tis the caſe of almoſt all who are tried there! 
but ſure it can be none here: For who will pre- 1 


ſupply the want of it in himſelf? I queſtion not) 1 
but ſuch authors are poor, and heartily wiſh the 
objection were removed by any honeſt livelihood. 
But Poverty is here the accident, not the ſubject: . 


and meagre, expreſſes not the leaſt anger again 


poor; but is he therefore juſtified in vending poi- 
ſon? Not but Poverty.itſelf becomęs a juſt ſubje& 9 
of ſatire, when it is the conſequence of vice, pro- 
digality, or neglect of one's lawful calling; for then | 3 
it increaſes the public burden, fills the ſtreets and 
highways with Robbers, and the Garrets with Clip- | þ 
pers, a and Weekly Journaliſts, 
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hem ; 


But admitting that two or three of theſe offend leſs 
pro- 


n their morals, than in their writings; muſt Poverty 


lone | make nonſenſe ſacred ? If ſo, the fame of bad authors 
cha Mrould be much better conſulted than that of all the 
ark, good ones in the world; and not one of an hundred 
ood 


J ad ever been called by his right name. 

They miſtake the whole matter: It is not charity 
on f ſto encourage them in the way they follow, but to 
e af Feet them out of it; for men are not bunglers becauſe 
ion, 2 are poor, but they are poor becauſe they are 
ere punglers. | | | 

Is it not pleaſant enough, to hear our authors 
erying out on the one hand, as if their perſons and 
A characters were too ſacred for ſatire; and the pub- 
lic objeQing on the other, that they are too mean 
1 even for ridicule? But whether Bread or Fame be 
their end, it muſt be allowed, our author, by and 
Jin this Poem, has mercifully given them a little of | 
1 both. 
There are two or three, who by their rank and 
fortune have no benefit from the former objections, 
F ſuppoſing them good, and theſe I was ſorry to ſee 
in ſuch company. But if, without any provocation, 
two or three Gentlemen will fall upon one, in an 
: 1 s 
affair wherein his intereſt and reputation are equally 
embarked; they cannot certainly, after they have 
deen content to print themſelves his enemies, com- 
plain of being put into the number of them. 


* — — 1 
K —— — — 
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Others, I am told, pretend to have been once 
his Friends, Surely they are their enemies wid * 
fay ſo, ſince nothing can be more odious than t nl 
rreat a friend as they have done, But of this 1Þ * 
cannot perſunde myſelf, wken I conſider the con. 4 
ſtant and eternal averſion of all bad writers to i 
good one. 'N 
Buch as claim a merit from being his Admiren 
I would gladly afk, if it lays him under a perſonal % 
obligation? At that rate he would be the mol, F 
obliged humble ſervant in the world. I dare ſwẽe 4 
for theſe in particular, he never defired them to be hi [ 
admirers, nor promiſed in return to be theirs: Tha x 
had truly been a fign he was of their acquamtance; L 
but would not the malicious World have ſuſpected 
ſuch an approbation of Tome motive worfe than I 
ignorance, in the author of che Eſſay on Criticifſm I ö 
Ze it as it will, the reaſons of their Admiration and i 
of his Contempt are equally ſubſiſting, for his wk 
and theirs are the very ſame that they were. l 

One, therefore, of their affertions I believe may I 
be true, That he has a contempt for their writ-* 2 
* ings. And there is another, which would pro- 3 
bably be ſooner allowed by himfelf than by 0 
goed judge beſide, That his own have found 
geo much fuoceſs with the public.“ But as it 
cannot confiſt with his modeſty to claim this as l 
Juſtice, i lies not on him, but entirely on the pablic, 
to defend its own judgment, 


1 To THE PUBLISHER, Xi 
once} There remains what in my opinion might ſeem 
who better plea for theſe people, than any they have 


n nade uſe of. If Obſcurity or Poverty were to 
is [exempt a man from ſatire, much more ſhould Folly 
con. or Dulneſs, which are fill more involuntary ; nay, 
to 1 as much fo as perfonal Deformity. But even this 
| A ill not help them: Deformity becomes an obje& 

1 of Ridicule when a man ſets up for being hand- 

1 ſome; and ſo muſt Dulneſs when he ſets up for a 
Wit. They are not ridiculed becaufe Ridicule in 
Fitelf is, or ought to be, a pleaſure; but becauſe it is 
Hutt to undeceive and vindicate the honeſt and un- 
1 - weren, part of mankind from impoſition, becauſt 
particular intereſt ought to yield to general, and a 
1 gest number who are not naturally Fools, ought 
han never to be made fo, in compla'ſance to a few who 
are. Accordingly we find that in all ages, all 


and vain pretenders, were they ever ſo poor er ever ſo 
orks dull, have been conſtantly the topics of the moſt 


candid ſatiriſts, from the 2 of JuvEnaL to che 
1 Damon of BoiLEAv. 

HFaving mentioned Boi Rau, the greateſt Poa 
and moſt judicious Critic of his age and country, 
2J admirable for his Talents, and yet perhaps more. 
By admirable for his judgment in the proper applica- 
ion of them; I cannor help remarking the reſem- 


's al lance betwixt him and our author, in Qualities, 
Jlic, Fame, and Fortnne; in the diſtinctions ſhewn them 


» . 


— on —— Ge ade — — 
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Equals, and in their extended reputation nes I 


with the beter fate, as he has had for his Trans. 


in verſe, with notes. Rape of the Lock, in French, by * 


- Abbe Conti, a Noble Venetian; and by the Marquis oe 2 


ſertations on Homer, ſeveral times tranſlated into French. "£5: Y 
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OY nee, in che general eſteem of their 


Foreigners; in the latter of which ours has me 

A 
lators perſons of the moſt eminent rank and abilities, 
in their reſpective nations > But the reſemblance 
holds in nothing more, than in their being equally 
abuſed by the ignorant pretenders to Poetry of ther, : 
times; of which not the leaſt memory will remain 
but in their own Writings, and in the Notes made ä 
upon them. What BoiLtav has done in almoſt al 
his Poems, our author has only in this: I dan : 
anſwer for him he will do it in no more; and on chil ; 
principle, of attacking few but who had landeredi 
him, he could not have done it at all, had he been 
confined from cenſuring obſcure and worthleſs perſons 
for ſcarce any other were his enemies. However, 


as the parity is ſo remarkable, J hope it will con. 3 


OE: 


3 


b Eſſay on Criticiſm in French verfe, by General Hamilton; 


the ſame, in verſe alſo, by Monſieur Roboton, Counſellor ., 


Privy Secretary to King G George I. after by the Abbe Reynel, 1 


Princeſs of Conti, Paris 1728. and in Italian verle, by the 


Envoy Extraordinary from 5 to King George 11. Otherz 4 
of his works by Salvini of Florence, e. His Effays and Dis. 


on Man, by the Abbe Reynel, in verſe; by Monſieur Silhouet, i 4 
in proſe, 1737. and ſigce by others in Freneh, Italian, and 
Latin, 


3 


Y 


1 To THE PUBLISHER. xiii 
aue to the laſt; and if ever he ſhould give us 
onel "1 
me, In edition of this Poem himſelf, 1 may ſee ſome 
rant them treated as gently, on their repentance or 
ilitie Petter merit, as Perrault and Qinault v were at laſt 


7 dy BoiLtaU. 

in one point I muſt be allowed to think the 
haracter of our Engliſh Poct the more amiable, 
Ile has not been a follower of Fortune or Succeſs; 
85 ae has lived with the Great without flattery; been 


made 

ſt al a friend to Men in power, without penſions, from 
oY | * * L «4 

dare! hom, as he aſked, ſo he received, no favour, but 


what was done Him in his Friends. As his Satires 


Jerez were the more juſt for being delayed, ſo were his 
been Panegyries; beſtowed only on ſuch perſons as he had 


4 familiarly known, only for ſuch virtues as he had 
Y long obſerved in them, and only at ſuch times as 
a4 others ceaſe to praiſe, if not begin to calumniate 
: 4 them, I mean when out of power or out of faſhion ©. 
A ſatire, therefore, on writers ſo notorious for the 


= 2 contrary practice, became no man ſo well as him- 
na 75 
eynel ſelf; as none, it is plain, was ſo litt e in their 
* the be 


friendſhips, or ſo much in that of thoſs whom they 


* the 

gon, | Te ; PIN ; 
ther. As Mr. Wycherly, at the time the Town declaimed againſt 
| Di. bis book of Poems; Mr. Walſh, after his death; Sir William 
Eſfay Trumbull, when he had reſigned the Office of Secretary of State; 
ouet, Lord dein. at his leaving England after the Queen's 


death; Lord Oxford in his laſt decline of life; Mr, Secretary 


Craggs, at the end of the South-Sea year, and after his death: 
Others only in Epitaphs. 


„ ano 
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had moſt abuſed, namely the Greateſt and Beſt of 
all Parties. Let me add a further reaſon, that, 
though engaged in their Friendſhips, he never 
eſpouſed their Animoſities; and can almoſt fingly 
challenge this honour, not to have written a line 
of any man, which, through Guilt, through Shame, 
or through Fear, through variety of Fortune, or 
change of Interefts, he was ever unwilling to own. 
I ſhall conclude with remarking what a pleaſure 
it mult be to every reader of Humanity, to ſee all 
along, that our Author in his very laughter is not 
indulging his own ill-nature, but only puniſhing that 
of others. As to his Poem, thoſe alone are capable 
of doing it juſtice, who, to uſe the words of a great 
| writer, know how hard it is (with regard both to his 
ſubject and his manner) vxrusris DARE NOVITIATEM, 
©BSOLETIS NITOREM, OBSCURIS. LUCEM, FASTIDITIS 
craTlan. I am 


Vour moſt humble Servant, 
St, James's 


Dec. 22d, 1728. WIL LIAN CLETLAN PD“. 


T This Gentleman was of Scotland, and bred at the Univerſity of 
Utrecht, with the Earl of Mar. He ſerved in Spain under Earl 
Rivers. After the Peace, he was made one of the Commiſſioners 
ef the Cuſtoms in Scotland, and then of Taxes in England; in 
which, having ſhewn himſelf for twenty years diligent, punctualz 
and incorruptible, (though without any other aſſiſtance of For- 
tune) he was fuddenly diſplaced by the Miniſter, in the ſixty- 
eighth year of his age; and died two months after, in 1741, He 
was a perſon of Univerſal Learning, and an enlarged Converſa. 
tion; no man had a warmer heart for his Friend, or a fincerer 
attachment to the Conſtitution of his Country. | 
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DzNnN1s, Remarks on Pr. ARTHUR. 


Cannot but think it the moſt reaſonable thing in 
1 the world, to diſtinguiſh good writers, by diſ- 
couraging the bad. Nor is it an i- natured thing, in 
relation even to the very perſons upon whom the re- 
flections are made. It is true, it may deprive them, 
a little the ſooner, of a Hort profit and a tranſitory 
reputation; but then it may have a good effect, and 
oblige them (before it be too late) to decline that 
for which they are ſo very unt, and to have re- 
courſe to ſomething in which they may be more ſuc- 
ceſsful. 


CHARACTER of Mr.P. 1716. 4 
THE Perſons whom Boileau has attacked in his 
writings, have been for the moſt part Authors, and 
"moſt of thoſe Authors, Poets: And the cenſures he 
hath paſſed upon them have been confirmed by all 
Europe. | 


GTI Do x, Pref. to his NEW REHEARSAL, 


IT is the common cry of the Poetaſters of the 
town, and their fautors, that it is an 7//-natured 
thing to expoſe the Pretenders to wit and poetry. 

Vol. V. C 


(vil) 
The Judges and Magiſtrates may with full as good 
reaſon be reproached with 7//-nature for putting the 


Laws in execution againſt a Thief or Impoſtor.— 
The ſame will hold. in the republic of Letters, if 


tender to ſcribling paſs on the World. 


THEoOBALD, Letter to Miſt, June 22, 1728. 


ATT ACKS may be levelled, either againſt 


Failures in Genius, or * the nn of avrit- 
ing without one. 3 


Con CANE N, Ded. to the Author of the 
Don ci AD. | 


uſed and allowed in All Ages. 


Seri bler ! 


the Critics and Judges will let every ignorant pre-. 


A Satire upon Dulneſs is a thing that has been 


Out of thine own Mouth will I Judge _ evicked | 


; 


* 4 


. 


5 


— 


* 


rs TIMONIEVS 


O F 


AUTHORS 


CONCERNING 


our Por and his Won ks. | 


M. SCRIBLERUS Ledtori S. 


5EFORE we preſent thee with our exercita- 
| Þ tions on this moſt delectable Poem (drawn 
From the many volumes of our Adverſaria on modern 
Authors) we ſhall here, according to the laudable 
Wage of editors, collect the various judgments of 
he Learned concerning our Poet: Various indeed, 
ot only of different authors, but of the ſam& author 
it different ſeaſons. Nor ſhall we gather only the 
Feſtimonies of ſuch eminent Wits, as would of courſe 
leſcend to poſterity, and conſequently be read with- 
Put our collection; but we fhall likewiſe with incre- 

ble labour ſeek out for divers others, which. * 
C 2 | 


wm TESTIMONIES 


for this our diligence, could never at the diſtance of 
a few months appear to the eye of the moſt curions, 
Hereby thou may'ſt not only receive the delectation 
of Variety, but alſo arrive at a more certain judy- 


ment, by a grave and circumſpe& compariſon of the 


Witneſſes with each other, or of each with himſelf, 
Hence alſo thou wilt be enabled to draw reflections, 
not-only of a critical, but a moral nature, by being 
let into many particulars of the Perſon as well a: 


Genius, and of the Fortune as well as Merit, of our 
Author: in which if I relate ſome things of little 
concern paradventure to thee, and ſome of as little 
even to him; I entreat thee to conſider how minutely! 
all true critics and commentators are wont to inſiſt 
upon ſuch, and how material they ſeem to them- 
ſelves, if to none other, Forgive me, gentle reader, 
if (following learned example) I ever and anon 
become tedious: allow me to take the ſame pain: 
to find whether my author were good or bad, well 
or ill-natured, modeſt or arrogant; as another, whe 
-ther his author was fair or brown, ſhort or tall, 00 


whether he wore a coat or a caſſock. 


We propoſed to begin wich his Life, Parentage} 
and Education: But as to theſe, even his cotempo 


raries do exceedingly differ. One ſaith*, he wi 
educated at home; another“, that he was bred 4 
Giles Jacob's Lives of Poets, vol. ii. in his Life, 
Dennis s Reflections on the Effay on Crit. 

3 | 


or, mm, wy as @ Oo” A 


St. Omer's by Jeſuits; à third ©, not at St. Omer's, 
but at Oxford; a fourth d, that he had no Univerſity- 

education at all,. Thoſe who allow. him tn he bred: © 
at home, differ as much concerning his Tutor: One 
faith®, he was kept by his father on purpoſe; 4 
ſecond*, that he was an itinerant prieſt; a this b, 
that he was a parſen; one“ calleth him a ſeeular 


| clergyman of the Chureh of Rome; anothey!, a 


monk. As little do they agree about his Father, 
whom one fuppoſeth, like the Father of Hefiod, 
a tradeſman or merchant; another!, a huſbandman; 
another”, a hatter, &c; Nor has an author been 
wanting to give our Poet ſuch a father as Apuleius 
bath to Plato, Jamblichus ta Pythagoras, and divers 
10 Homer, namely a Damon: For thus Mr. Gif- 
don“: Certain. it 15, that his original is not from 
« Adam, but the Devil ; and that he wanteth nothing 
« but horns ng tail to be the exact ene 


© Dunciad Jiſle@ted, Phe C N m 
Lives, &c. vol. ii. ? Dunciad diſſected, p. 4. 8 Farmer P. 
and his ſon.  ® Dunciad diſſected. Characters of the times, 
p. 45. Female Dunciad, p. ult. += Duneiad Difſſected, 
m Roome, Paraphraſe on the irth of Genesis, printed 2725, 
u Character of Mr. P. and his Writings, in a Letter to a Friend, 
printed for S. Popping, 1716. p. 10. Curl, in His Key to the 
Dunciad (feſt edit. ſaid to be printed for A. Dodd) in the roth 
page, declared Gildon to be author of that libel; though in 
the ſubſequent editions of his Key he left out this affertion, and 


affirmed (in the Curliad, p. 4. and $ 5 by 
Dennis wk | 
i... 


* An 


xxii TESTIMONIES 
<« of his infernal Father. Finding, therefore, ſuch 
contrariety of opinions, and (whatever be ours of 
this ſort of generation) not being fond to enter into 
controverſy, we ſhall defer writing the life of our 
Poet, till authors can determine among themſelves 
what Parents or Education he had, or whether he | 
had any Education or Parents at all. | 
Proceed we to what is more certain, his Works, 
tho" not leſs uncertain the judgments concerning 
them; beginning with his Essay on CarTici5M, of 
which hear firſt the moſt antient of Critics, 
| Mr. Join Dennis. | 
His precepts are falſe or trivial, or both his | 
e thoughts are crude and abortive, his expreſſions | 
< abſurd, his numbers harſh and unmuſical, his 
+ rhymes trivial and common ;—inſtead of majeſty, 
© we have ſomething that is very mean; inftead of 
te gravity, ſomething that is very boyiſh; and inſtead | 
« of perſpicuity and lucid order, we have but too 
often obſcurity and confuſion.” And in another 
place: What rare numbers are here! Would not 
one ſwear that this youngſter had eſpouſed ſome | 
% antiquated Muſe, who had ſued out a divorce | 
. * from ſome ſuperannuated ſinner, upon account of | 
“ impotence, and who, being poxed by her former | 
* ſpouſe, has got the gout in her decrepid age, 
wp which makes her Bobble fo damnably?®,” | 


Reflections critical and fatyrical on a Rhapſody, called, 
An Eſſay on Criticiſm, Printed for Bernard Lintot, octavo. 
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No lefs peremptory is the cenſure of our hyper- 

critical Hiſtorian 
Mr. OL DMIXOx. 

« I dare not ſay any thing of the Eſſay on Criti. 
« ciſm in verſe ; but if any more curious reader has 
« diſcovered in it ſomething ew which is not in 
« Dryden's prefaces, dedications, and his eſſay « on 
« dramatic poetry, not to mention the French cri. 
« tics, I ſhould be very glad to have the benefit of 
« the diſcovery F.? 

He is followed (as in fame, ſo in judgment) by 
the modeſt and ſimple- minded 
| Mr. LEONARD WELSTED. 
Who, out of great reſpect to our poet not naming 
him, doth yet glance at his Eſſay, together with the 
Duke of Buckingham's, and the Criticiſms of Dry- 
den, and of Horace, which he more openly tax- 
eth A: . As to the numerous treatiſes, eſſays, arts, 
« Fc, both in verſe and proſe, that have been 
« written by the moderns on this ground-work, they 
do but hackney the ſame thoughts over again, making 
« them ſtill more trite. Moſt of their pieces are 
* nothing but a pert, inſipid heap of common Place. 
„Horace has even in his Art of Poetry thrown 


* out 28 things which panty! new, he thought 


P > Eflay on Gitlcifn in Tat octavo, thats 1 the wathor of 
the Critical Hiſtory of England. 
4 Preface to his Poens, p. 18, 53. 
| C4 
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ce an Art of Poetry was of no o uſe, even while he 
«& was writing one.“ 

To all which great authorities, we can _ op- 
poſe that of 

Mr. AnDp1$s0N. 

er The Art of Criticiſm (ſaith he) which was 
* publiſhed ſome months ſince, is a maſter-piece i in 
« its kind. The obſervations follow one another, 
„ like thoſe in Horace's Art of Poetry, without 


that methodical regularity which would have been | 


« requifite in a proſe writer. They are ſome of 
© them uncommon, but ſuch as the reader muſt aſſent 


« to, when he ſees them explain'd with that eaſe | 
% and perſpicuity in which they are delivered. As | 
« for thoſe which are the 0ſt inown and the | 
«© moſt receiv'd, they are placed in ſo beautiful a | 
« light, and illuſtrated with ſuch apt alluſions, that 
“ they have in them all the graces of novelty; and 
make the reader, who was before aquainted with | 


c them, till more convinced of their truth and ſoli- 


&« dity. And here give me leave to mention what 
6 Monſieur Boileau has ſo well enlarged upon in th ; 
< preface to his works: That wit and fine writing 
« doth not conſiſt ſo-much in advancing things that 
6c are new, as in giving things that are known an ö 
ce agreeable turn. It is impoſſible for us who live 


. Spectator, No 253˙ i 


he 
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«© jn the lanes ages of che world, to make obſerva. : 
« tions in criticiſm, morality, or any art or ſeience, 
* which have not been touch'd upon by others; we 
gave little elſe left us, but to repreſent the com- 
mon ſenſe of mankind in more ſtrong, more beau- 


[„ tiful, or more uncommon. lights. If a reader 


examines Horace's Art of Poetry, he will find 
* but few precepts in it which he may not meet with 
« in Ariſtotle, and which were not commonly 
« known by all the poets of the Auguſtan age. 
« His way of expreſſing, and applying them, not 
« his invention of them, 1s what we are chiefly to 
z admire. 

„ Longinus, in his Raſlexions, has given us ths 
« ſame kind of ſublime, which be obſerves in the 
« ſeveral paſſages that occaſioned them: I cannot 
but take notice that our Engliſh author has after 
« the ſame manner exemplified ſeveral of the pre- 
« cepts in the very precepts themſelves.” He then 
produces ſome inſtances of a particular beauty in the 
numbers, and concludes with ſaying, that there 
« are three poems in our tongue of the ſame nature, 
© and each a maſter-piece in its kind; The Eflay 
% on Tranſlated Verſe; the Eſſay on the Art of 
« Poetry ; and the Eſſay on Criticiſm.” 

Of Wixpsor ForesrT, Te: is the judgment of 
the affirmative 


xxvi TESTIMONIES 
Mr. Jonun DEXNIãò. 

« That it is a wretched rhapſody, impudently 
«« writ in emulation of the Cooper's Hill of Sir John 
« Denham: the author of it is obſcure, is ambi- 
* ouous, is affected, is temeratious, is barbarous*,” 
But the author of the Diſpenſary, 

Dr. GAR TH, 

in the thin to his poem of Claremont, differs 


from this opinion: * Thoſe who have ſeen theſe | 
« two excellent poems of Cooper's Hill, and Wind- 


« ſor Foreſt, the one written by Sir John Denham, 


« candor if they approve of this.” 


* to it; but forgot innocence and virtue: If you 


« defires, all the reſt is of no value.” In which, 


is good for nothing.“ 


But very contrary hereunto was the opinion of 


1717. printed 1728, p. 12. 


« the other by Mr. Pope, will ſhew a great deal of ; 
Of the Epiſtle of Eroisa, we are told by: the ; 
obſcure writer of a poem called Sawny, „That 
„ becauſe Prior's Henry and Emma charm'd the 


« fineſt taſtes, our author writ his Eloiſe in oppoſition | 


„ take away her tender thoughts, and her fierce | 


5 Letter to B. B, at the end of the Remarks on Pope 8 Homer, 


hin 


methinks, his judgment reſembleth that of a French 
taylor on a villa and gardens by the Thames: All WF 
«© this is very fine, but take away the river, and it | 
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Mr. Pa To 
himſelf, ſaying in his Ana, 

O Abelard! ill fated youth, 

Thy tale will juſtify this truth. 

But well I weet, thy cruel wrong 

Adorns a nobler Poet's ſong : 

Dan Pope, for thy- misfortune griev'd, 

With kind concern and ſkill has weav'd d 

A ſilken web: and ne'er ſhall fade 

Its colours: gently has he laid 

The mantle o'er thy ſad diſtreſs, 

And Venus ſhall the texture bleſs, &c. 
Come we now to his tranſlation of the IL IAD, 
celebrated by numerous pens, yet ſhall it {oor to 
mention the indefatigabſe 

Sir Rickard BLACKMORE, Kt. 
Who (tho* otherwiſe a ſevere cenſurer of our author 
yet ſtyleth this a © laudable tranſlation TS. "Tg 
ready writer | 


* 


: Mr. oi bn ren 

in his forementioned Eſſay, frequently commends 
me ſame. And the painful | 
= Mr. LB WIS Tuzonard 

thus extols it *, The ſpirit of Homer breathes all 
through this tranſlation. —T am in doubt, whether 
ae ſhould moſt admire the juſtneſs to the original, 


* Alma, Cant. 2. In his Eſſays, vol, fo printed for E. 
Curl. * Cenſor, vol. ii. n. 33. 
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« or the force and beauty of the langus e, or the 
« ſounding variety of the numbers: But when I 
« find all theſe meet, it puts me in mind of what 
« the poet ſays of one of his heroes, That he alone 
« rais'd and flung with eaſe a weighty ſtone, that 
« two common men could not lift from the ground; 
« juſt ſo, one ſingle perſon has performed in this 
cc tranſlation, what I once deſpaĩred to have ſeen 
* done by the force of ſeveral maſterly hands.” | 
Indeed the ſame gentleman appears to have changed | 
his ſentiment in his Eſſay on the Art of ſinking in | 
reputation, (printed i in Miſt's Journal, March 30, | 
1728.) where he ſays thus: © in order to fink in | 
1 reputation, let him take it into his head to Sand 1 
into Homer (let the world wonder, as it will, 
c how). the devil he got there) and pretend to do 
< him into Engliſh, ſo his verſion denote his 
« neglect of the manner bow.” Strange 9 
We are told in | | 
. June 8. 
os That this tranſlation of the Tliad was not in all 
& reſpects conformable to the fine taſte of his friend | 
* Mr, Addiſon ; inſomuch that be employed a | 
« younger muſe, in an undertaking of this kind, | 
2 which he ſuperviſed himſelf,” Whether Mr. Addi- ; 
ſon did find i it conformable to his taſte, or not, beſt | 
appears from his own teſtimony the your ellowing | 
its publication, in theſe erh: | | 


* 
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Mr. Ap DbIs on, FR EEHOL DER, NO 40. 
When I conſider myſelf as a Britiſh freeholder, 
% J am in a particular manner pleaſed with the 
« labours of thoſe who have improved our language 
« with the tranſlations of old Greek and Latin 
&« authors, — We have already moſt of their Hiſto- 
„ rians in our own tongue, and, what is more for 


the honour of our language, it has been taught 


6 to expreſs with elegance the greateſt of their poets | 


e in each nation. The illiterate among our own 


« countrymen may- learn to judge from Dryden's 
« Virgil of the moſt perfect Epic performance. And 
« thoſe parts of Homer which have been publiſhed 
already by Mr. Pope, give us reaſon to think that 
the Thad will appear in Englifh our as little diſ- | 
Las ”” — to that immortal poem. 

As to the reſt, there is a flight miſtake, for this 
younger muſe was an elder: Nor was the gentleman 


| (who is a friend of our author) employed by Mr. 


Addiſon to tranſlate it after him, fince he faith him- 
ſelf that he did it before?. Contrariwiſe that Mr. 


Addiſon engaged our author in this work appeareth 


by declaration thereof in the preface to the IEad, 
printed ſome time before his death, and by his own 
letters of October 26, and FOTO 2, $4 3. 


via. pref, to Mr. Tickel's tranſlation of the firſt pook of the 


_ 4to, 
4 
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where he declares it is his opinion, that no other 
perſon was equal to it. 
Next comes his Shakeſpear on the ſtage: ** Let 
<« him (quoth one, whom I take to be, 
Mr. TREORBAL SD, Miſt's Journal, June 8, 1728.) 
« publiſh ſuch an author as he has leaſt ſtudied, and 
« forget to diſcharge even the dull duty of an editor. T 
In this project let him lend the bookſeller his 
“ name (for a competent ſum of money) to promote 


re the credit of an exorbitant ſubſcription.” Gentle ; 1 
reader, be pleaſed to caſt thine eye on the Propoſal | I 
below quoted, and on what follows (ſome months 


after the former aſſertion) in the ſame Journaliſt of 
June 8, © The bookſeller propoſed the book by 
« ſubſcription, and raiſed ſome thouſand of pounds 
* for the ſame: I believe the gentleman did not 


“ ſhare in the profits of this extravagant ſub- 
ce ſcription. 


« After the Iliad, he nen (faith 
| M1sT's Joux RAI, June 8, 1728.) 
« the ſequel of that worky the Odyſſey; and having 
«« ſecured the ſucceſs by a numerous ſubſcription, he 
«© employed ſome under/ings to perform what, accord- 
ing to his propoſals, ſhould come from his own 


hands.“ To which heavy charge we can in truth 
oppoſe nothing but the words of | 


Mr. Por E's PRO Oos AL for the OprssE v. 
+, (printed by J. Watts, Jan. 10, 1724.) 
I take this occaſion to declare that the ſubſcription 


J 


rr 
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« for Shakeſpear belongs wholly to Mr. Tonſon: 
« And that the benefit of this Propoſal is not ſolely 
for my own uſe, but for that of 2 of my friends, 


« who have aſſiſted me in this work.” But theſe very 
gentlemen are extolled above our poet himſelf in 


| another of Miſt's Journals, March zo, 1728. ſay- 


ing, That he would not adviſe Mr. Pope to try 
« the experiment again of getting a great part of a 
* book done by aſſiſtants, leſt thoſe extraneous parts 
* ſhould unhappily aſcend to the ſublime, and retard 
* the declenſion of the whole.” Behold ! holy : 
Underlings are become good writers ! = 

If any ſay, that before the ſaid Propoſals were 
printed, the ſubſcription was begun without decla- 
ration of ſuch aſſiſtance; verily. thoſe. who ſet it on 
foot, or (as their term is) ſecured it, to wit, the 
right honourable the Lord Viſcount Harxcovr; 
were he living, would teſtify, and the right honour- 
able the Lord BaTHursT, now living, doth _ 
the ſame is a falſhood, 

Sorry I am, that perſons profeſſing to be FRY? 
or of whatever rank of authors, ſhould either falſely 
tax, or be falſely taxed. Vet let us, who are only 
reporters, be impartial in our citations, and proceed. 

Mis r's JouvRx NAIL, June 8, 1728. 

« Mr. Addiſon raiſed this author from obſcurity, * 
obtained him the acquaintance and friendſhip of 
the whole body of our nobility, and transferred his 
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Mr. Addiſon procured to our author; let him ſtand 
forth, that truth may appear! Amicus Plato, amicu 


honourable the Earl of BuxLIx GTO. 
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powerful intereſts with thoſe great men to thi 
« rifing bard, who frequently levied by that mean 
& unuſual contributions on the public.“ Which 
ſurely cannot be, if, as the author of The Duncia 
diſſected reportetj; Mr. Wycherly had before 
« introduced him into a familiar acquaintance with 
« the greateſt Peers and brighte/? Wits then living.“ 
«© No ſooner (ſaith the ſame Journaliſt) was his 
« body lifelefs, but this author, reviving his reſent. 
% ment, libelled the memory of his departed friend; 
< and, what was ſtill more heinous, made the ſcan- 
« dal public.” Grievous the accuſation ! unknown 
the accuſer! the perſon accuſed no witneſs in hi 
own cauſe; the perſon, in whoſe regard accuſed, | 
dead! But if there be living any one nobleman whole | 
friendſhip, yea any one gentleman whoſe ſubſcription } 


Socrates, ſed magis amica veritas. In verity, the 
whole ſtory of the libel is a lye ; witneſs thoſe per- 
ſons of integrity, who ſeveral years before Mr. Ad- 
diſon's deceafe, did ſee and approve of the ſaid} 
verſes, in no wiſe a libel, but a friendly rebuke ſent | 
privately in our author's own hand to Mr. Addiſon 
himſelf, and never made public, till after their | 
own Journals, and Curl had printed the ſame. One 
name alone, which I am here authoriſed to declare, 
will fufficiently evince this truth, that of the right 
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Next is he taxed with a crime (in the opinion of 
ſome authors, I doubt, more heinous than any in 
morality) to wit, Plagiariſm, from the inventive and 
quaint-conceited 
James-Mooks SMITH Gene: 
« Upon reading the third volume of Pope's 


« Miſcellanies, I found five lines which I thought 


« excellent; and happening to praiſe them, a gen- 
« tleman produced a modern comedy (the Rival 
« Modes) publiſhed laſt year, where were the 
“ {ame verſes to a tittle. 
«© Theie gentlemen are undoubtedly the firſt pla- 
« giaries, that pretend to make a reputation by _ 
« ſtealing from a man's works in his own life-time, 
e and out of a public print.” Let us join to this 
what is written by the author of the Rival Modes, 
the ſaid Mr. James-Moore Smith, in a letter to our 
author himſelf, who had informed him, a month 
efore that play was acted, Jan. 27, 1726-7, that 
« Theſe verſes, which he had before given him 
« leave to inſert in it, would be known for his, 
„ ſome copies being got abroad. He deſires, ne- 
« yertheleſs, that ſince the lines had been read in 
«© his comedy to ſeveral, Mr. P. would not deprive 
« it of them,” &c, Surely, if we add the teſtimo- 
nies of the Lord Bol M BROKER, of the Lady to 
whom the ſaid verſes were originally addreſſed, of 


= Daily Journal, March 18, 1748. 
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Hugh Bethel Eſq; and others, who knew them as Wn 
our author's, long before the ſaid gentleman com- ai 
poſed his play; it is hoped, the ingenuous that af- n1 
ſect not error, will rectify their opinion by the ſuf- Mw 
frage of ſo honourable perſonages. 

And yet followeth another charge, inſinuating no 
leſs than his enmity both to Church and State, which 
could come from no other informer than the ſaid 

Mr. James-MoozxE SMITH. 

« The Memoirs of a Pariſh clerk was a very 
« dull and unjuſt abuſe of a perſon who wrote in 
« defence of our Religion and Conſtitution, and | 
© who has been dead many years.” This ſeemeth | 
alſo moſt untrue ; it being known to divers that ſy 
theſe Memoirs were written at the ſeat of the Lord 
Harcourt in Oxfordſhire, before that excellent per- | 
ſan,{þiſhop Burnet's) death, and many years before | 
the appearance of that hiſtory, of which they are 
pretended to be an abuſe. Moſt true it is, that Mr. 
Moore had ſuch a deſign, and was himſelf the man- | 
wha preſt Dr. Arbuthnot and Mr, Pope to aſſiſt him 
therein; and that he borrowed thoſe Memoirs of | 
dur author, when that hiſtory came forth, with in- | 
tent to turn them to ſuch abuſe. But being able to 
obtain. from our author but one ſingle hint, and ei- 
ther changing his mind, or having more mind than 
ability, he contented himſelf to keep the ſaid Me- 
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moirs, and read them as his own to all his acquaint- 
ance, A noble perſon there is, into whoſe compa- 
ny Mr. Pope once chanced to introduce him, who 
well remembereth the converſation of Mr. Moore to 
have turned upon the Contempt he had for the 


work of that reverend prelate, and how full he 


« was of a deſign he declared himſelf to have of 
© expoſing it.” This noble perſon is the Earl of 
FETERBOROUCH, | 

Here in truth ſhould we crave pardon of all the 


Fforeſaid right honourable and worthy perſonages, 
Wor having mentioned them in the ſame page with 
uch weekly riff-raff railers and rhymers; but that 


e had their ever-honoured commands for the ſame; 
and that they are introduced not as, witneſſes in the 


erted ; not to diſpute, but to decide. 

Certain it is, that dividing our writers into two 
laſſes, of ſuch who were acquaintance, and of 
uch who were ſtrangers to our author; the former 
are thoſe who ſpeak well, and the other thoſe who 
peak evil of him. Of the firſt claſs, the moſt noble 

Joan Duke of Bocxincenam 
ums up his character in theſe lines: 
« And yet ſo wond'rous, ſo ſublime a —— 
* As the great Iliad, ſcarce could make me fing, 


d Verſes to Mr. P. on his tranſlation of Homer. 
| D : 2 


ontroverſy, but as witneſſes that cannot be contro- 


xxxvi TESTIMONIES 
« Unleſs I juſtly could at once commend 
& A good companion, and as firm a friend; 
« One mcral, or a mere well-natur'd deed, 
« Can all deſert in ſciences exceed.” 
So alſo is he decyphered by the honourable N 
Simon HARcOURT. | 
« © Say, wondrous youth, what column wilt thou 
« chuſe, 
« What laurel'd arch, for thy triumphant Muse! 
4 Tho' each great ancient court thee to his ſhrine, 
« Tho' ev'ry laurel thro' the dome be thine, 
c Go to the good and juſt, an awful train! 
&« Thy ſoul's delight. 
Recorded in like manner for his virtuous diſpoſition 
and gentle bearing, by the ingenious 
Mr. WALTER HART, 
in this apoſtrophe: 
O] ever worthy, ever crown'd with praiſe! | 
c Bleſt in thy /ife and bleſt in all thy /ays. 
« Add, that the Siſters ev'ry thought refine, 
And ev'n thy /ife,: be faultleſ as thy line. 
« Yet envy ſtill with fiercer rage purſues, 
«© Obſcures the virtue, and defames the Muſe. | 
« A ſoul like thine, in pain, in grief, reſign'd, 
Views with juſt ſcorn the malice of mankind.” 


— * 
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e Poem prefixed to his works. 
* In his poems, printed for B. Lintoty 
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The witty and moral ſatiriſt 
Dr. ED WA RD Younc, | 
wiſhing ſome check to the corruption and evil man- 
ners of the times, calleth out upon our poet to un- 
dertake a taſk ſo worthy of his virtue: | 
Why ſlumbers Pope, who leads the Muſe's 
ds; | 
Nor hears that Virtue, which he lower, 3 
Mr. MAL LET, 


In his epiſtle on Verbal Criticiſm: 


“ Whoſe life, ſeverely ſcan'd, tranſcends his lays; ; 
" F or wit ſupreme, i is but his ſecond praiſe.” 
Mr Hammond, 
That delicate and correct imitator of Tibullus, in 
his Loves Elegies, Elegy xiv. 
Now, fir'd by Pope and Virtue, leave the age, 
In low purſuit of ſelf- undoing wrong. 
% And trace the author thro' his moral page, 
5 Whoſe blameleſs life till anſwers to his ſong.“ 
Mr. Tnromson, i | 
1n his elegant and N poem of the Sea 
ſons: 
* Altho' not ſweeter his own Homer lings, 
« Yet is his /ife the more endearing ſong,” _ 


To the ſame tune alſo ſingeth chat learned cleck of 
SLE; =: - 


e Univerſal paſſion, Sat, i, 
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and never enough quoted 


Who, iv his Reflections on the Eſſay on Criticiſm, 


xxxvii TESTIMONIES 


Mr. WiLL1aM BrooME, 
« Thus, nobly riſing in fair Virtue's cauſe, 
From thy own /ife tranſeribe th* unerring laaus. 
And, to cloſe all, hear the reverend dean of St. Pa- 


trick's: 


* A Soul with ev' ry virtue fraught, 

« By Patriots, Prieſts, and Poets taught. 

* Whoſe filial Piety excells 

Whatever Grecian ſtory tells. 

« A genius for each bus'neſs fit, 

«© Whoſe meaneſt talent is his Wit,” Sc. 
Let us now recreate thee by turning to the other | 
fide, and ſhewing his Character drawn by thoſe || 
with whom he never converſed, and whoſe coun- | 
teninces he could not know, though turned againſt | 
him: Firſt again commencing with the high voiced | 


__ 


Mr. Joun Dennis, 


thus deſcribeth him: A little affected hypocrite, | 
*“ who has nothing in his mouth but candour, | 
* truth, friendſhip, good-nature, humanity, and | 
« magnanimity. He is ſo great a lover of falſhood, | 
that, whenever he has a mind to calumniate his 
„ cotemporaries, he brands them with ſome defect 
4% which is juſt contrary to ſome good quality, for 


In his Poems, and at the end of the Odyſſey, 


ö 
$. 
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« which all their friends and their acquaintance com- 
« mendthem. He ſeems to have a particular pique 
« to People of Quality, and authors of that rank. 
« He muſt derive his religion from St. Omer's. 
But in the Character of Mr. P. and his writings, 
(printed by S. Popping, 1716,) he ſaith, Though 
he is a profeſſor of the worſt religion, yet he 
« laughs at it; but that. „ nevertheleſs, he is a 
ci mirutent . ; and yet a Pillar for the Chureb of 
te England.” 

Of both which opinions 

| Mr. Lewis THEORHAID 
ſeems alſo to be; declaring, in Miſt's Journal of June 
22, 1718, © That, if he is not ſhrewdly abuſed, 
« he made it his practice to cackle to both parties 
ein their own ſentiments.” But, as to His pigue 
againſt People of Qsality, the ſame Journaliſt doth 
not agree, but ſaith, (May 8, 1728.) „He had, by 
e ſome means or other, the acquaintance and friend. 


« ſhip of the whole body of our nobility.” - 


However contradictory this may appear, Mr. 


Dennis and Gildon, in the character laſt cited, 


make it all plain, by aſſuring us, That he is a 
« creature that reconeiles all contradictions; he is a 
« beaſt, and 4 man; a Whig, and a Tory; a Writ- 
er (at one and the ſame time) of * Guardians and 


The Names of two weekly Papers. 
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So that, upon the whole account, we muſt conclude 


ſhew as daring a ſoul as a mad Indian, who runs a 


Veriana, p. 332. 


Enes 
« Examiners; an Aſſertor of liberty, and of the 


« diſpenſing power of Kings; a Jeſuitical profeſſor 
of truth; a baſe and a foul pretender to candour,” 


him either to have been a great hypocrite, or a ve- 
ry honeſt man; a terrible impoſer upon both par- 
ties, or very moderate to either. 

Be it as to the judicious reader ſhall ſeem good. 
Sure it is, he is little favoured of certain authors, 
whoſe wrath is perilous: For one declares he ought 
to have a price ſet on his head, and to be hunted 
down as a wild beaft , Another proteſts that he 
does not. 3 auhat may happen; adviſes him to 
inſure his perſon ; ſays he has bitter enemies, and ex- 
preſly declares it will be well if he eſcapes with his | 
life i. One defires he would cut his own throat, or 
hang himſelf *. But Paſquin ſeemed rather inclined 
it ſhould be done by the Government, repreſenting | 
him engaged. in grievous deſigns with a Lord of | 
Parliament, then under proſecution l. Mr. Dennis 
himſelf hath written to a Miniſter, that he is one of 
the moſt dangerous perſons in this kingdom; and aſ- 
ſureth the public, that he is an open and mortal ene- 
my to his country; a monſter, that ævill, one day, 


n Theobald, Letter in Miſt's Journal, June 22, 1728, 
| © Smedley, Pref, to Gulliveriana, p. 14, 16. * Gulli- 
Anno 1723. m Anno 1720. 
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nuck to kill the firſt Chriſtian he meets. Another 
gives information of Treaſon diſcovered in his poem“. 

r. Curl boldly ſupplies an imperfe& verſe with 
Kings and Princeſſes *, And one Matthew Concanen, 
yet more impudent, publiſhes at length the Two 
moſt Sacred Names in this Nation, as . 
ot the Dunciad d! 

This is prodigious! yet it is almoſt as . 


that in the midſt of theſe invectives his greateſt Ene 


mies have (I know not how) born teſtimony to 


. 


ſome merit in him. 
Mr. THEORRALD, 
in a his Shakeſpear, declares, He has ſo 
« great an eſteem for Mr Pope, and ſo high an opi- 
« nion of his genius and excellencies; that, notwith- 
« ſtanding he profeſſes a weneration almoſt rifing to 
% lIdolatry for the writings of this inimitable poet, 
« he would be very loth even to do him juſtice, 
« at the expence of that other A cłka- 


& radter. 


" Preface to Rem. on the Reps of the Hon; . 12. and in 
the laſt page of that treatiſe. 

® Page 6, 7, of the Preface, by . to a 5 inti- 
tled, A Collection of all the Letters, Eſſays, Verſes and Ad- 
vertiſements, occaſioned by Pope and Swift” s Miſcellanies. Print- 
ed for A. Moore, octavo, 17 12. ; 

P Key to the Dunciad, 3d edit. p. 18. 

A Liſt of Perſons, &c. at the end of the forementioned Col- 
lection of all the Letters, Eſſays, &c. 0 = 

Introductien to Wis 9 reflored, in o quarts, p. 3. 
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| calls TIM a great maſter of our tongue; declare} 


xliĩ TESTIMONIES 

_ Mr. CHaRLEs GlLDon, 7; 
after having violently attacked him in many piece, | 
at laſt came to wiſh from his heart, That Mr. 41 
«« Pope would be prevailed upon to give us Ovid 
«« Epiſtles by his hand, for it is certain we ſee the 
4c original of Sappho to Phaon with much mon 
« life and likeneſs in his verſion, than in that o 
« Sir Car. Scrope. And this (he adds) is the more 


FLY 


. « to be wiſhed, becauſe in the Engliſh tongue we 


% have ſcarce any thing truly and naturally written] 
« upon Love. He alſo, in taxing Sir Richard] : 
Blackmore for his heterodox opinions of Homer, 
challengeth him to anſwer what Mr. Pope hath ſaid] 
in his preface to that poet. | 

Mr. OLDwuixon 


1 1 bobs © — 


« the purity and perfection of the Engliſh language 
to be found in his Homer; and, ſaying there ate 
<<. more good verſes in Dryden's Virgil than in any 
e other work, except this of our author only *,” | 
The Author of a Letter to Mr. CIBBER 
ſays, Pope was ſo good a verſifier [once] that his 
<« predeceſſor Mr. Dryden, and his cotemporary | 
« Mr. Prior excepted, the harmony of his number; 
ir equal to any body's. And, that he had all the 


Commentary on the Duke of Buckingham's Eſſay, octavo, 
1721, p. 97, 98. In his profe Effay on Criticiſm. 
*. Printed by J. Roberts, 1742, p. 11.0 
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Vo, 


(Tun'd juſtly high, or regularly low) 
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« merit, that a man can have that way. . 
Mr. TAOMAS Cooks, | | 

after much blemiſhing our author's Homer, crieth out, 

« But in his other works what beauties fhine! | 

«© While ſweeteſt Muſic dwells in ev'ry line. 

«© "Theſe he admir'd, on theſe he ſtamp'd his praiſe, 

« And bade them live to brighten future days .“ 
So alſo one who takes the name of 

H. STANHOPE, 
the maker of certain verſes to Duncan Campbell *, * 
in that poem, which is wholly a ſatire on Mr. Pope, 
confeſſetÜH, a 
« "Tis true, if fineſt notes alone wh 8 
“That we ſhould fame to theſe mere vocals give; 
«© Pope more than we can offer ſhould receive: 
% For when ſome gliding river is his theme, 
« His lines run ſmoother than the ſmootheſt 
« ſtream,” fc, | ' 
MisT's Journal, June 8, 1728. 

Although he ſays, © The ſmooth numbers of the 
** Dunciad are all that recommend i it, nor has it any | 
other merit;” yet that ſame paper hath theſe 
words: The author is allowed to be a perfect 
** maſter of an eaſy and elegant verſification. In all 


v gattle of Poets, folio, p. 15. 
* Printed under the e fitle of the muy of Dane, duadeci- 
mo 1728, 
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& his avorks we find the moſt happy turns, and natural 

te fimilies, wonderfully ſhort and thick ſown.” 
The Eſſay on the Dunciad alſo owns, p. 25. it is 


very full of beautiful images. But the panegyric, 


which crowns all that can be ſaid on this Poem, 15 
beſtowed by our Laureate, 
Mr. CoriEey CIEB BR x. 


who grants it to be a better Poem of its kind than 


t ever was writ:“ but adds, © it was a victory over 
« 2 parcel of poor wretches, whom it was almoſt 
% cowardice to -conquer.=—A- man might as well 
« triumph for having killed ſo many filly flies that 
« offended him. Could he have let them alone, by 


« this time, poor ſouls! they had all been buried | 
4c jn oblivion?.” Here we ſee our excellent Lau- 


reate allows the juſtice of the ſatire on every man 
in it, but him/elf; as the great Mr, Dennis did before 
um. e 
The ſaid 
Mr. DENNISs and Mr. Git DON, 
in the moſt furious of all their works (the forecited 


Character, p. 5.) do in concert“ confeſs, © That 


y Cibber's Letter to Mr. Pope, p. 9, 12. 
2 in concert] Hear how Mr, Dennis hath proved our miſtake in 


this place, „As to my writing in concert with Mr, Gildon, | 
declare upon the honour and word of a gentleman, that I ne- 


« yer wrote ſo much as one line in concert with any. one man 
« whatſoever, And thefe two Letters from Gildon will plainly 
te ſhew, that we are not writers in concert with each . 


4+ 


— — 


OF AUTHORS. | xl 


« ſome men of good underſtanding value him for his 
« rhymes.” And (p. 17.) © That he has got, like 
« Mr. Bays in the Rehearſal, (that is, like Mr. 
« Dryden) a notable knack at ehen and er 
« ſmooth verſe.” 

Of his Eſſay on Man, numerous were e the praiſes 
beſtowed by his avowed enemies, in the imagination 


chat the ſame was not written by him, as it was 


printed anonymouſly. 


Thus ſang of it even 


BBZ ALIZIIL Monks 
« Auſpicious bard! while all admire thy firain, - | 
All but the ſelfiſh, ignorant, and vain; 
„J, whom no bribe to ſervile flattery drew, 
« Muſt pay the tribute to thy merit due: 
« Thy Muſe ſublime, ſignificant, and clear, 
« Alike informs the Soul, and charms the Ear,” 
Sc. And 


C Sir, 


The height of my 1 is to pleaſe Men of the beſt 


judgment; and finding that 1 have entertained my Maſter 


© agreeably, I have the extent of the Reward of my Labour,* 
f Sir, 

© I had not the opportunity of hearing of your excellent 
«© pamphlet till this day, I am infinitely | ſatisfied and pleaſed 
© with it, and hope you will meet with that encouragement your 

© admirable performance deſerves,” &c. CH. GiLDpoN, 
«© Now is it not plain, that any one who ſends ſuch compli- 
ments to another, has not been uſed to write in partnerſhip 
« with him to whom he ſends them?”” Dennis, Remarks on 
the Dunc, p. 50. Mr, Dennis is therefore welcame to take this 
piece to himſelf, 


—.— 7 5 * TI 7 Ca — —— — * CES: 2 = _ * * 1 
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xIvi TESTIMONIES 
Mr. LEONMARD WELsTED 
thus wrote to the unkn author, on the firſt 
publication of the ſaid Eflay* © I muſt own, after 
er the reception which the vileſt and moſt immoral 
e ribaldry hath lately met with, I was ſurprized to 
„ ſee what I had long deſpaired, a performance 
« deſerving the name of a poet. Such, Sir, is your 
« work. It is, indeed, above all commendation, 
« and ought to have been publiſhed in an age and 
« country more worthy of it. If my teſtimony be 
« of weight any where, you are ſure to have it in 
<« the ampleſt manner,” c. c. Cc. | 
Thus we ſee every one of his works hath been 
extolled by one or other of his moſt inveterate Ene- | 
mies; and to the ſucceſs of them all they do unani - 
 moufly give teſtimony. But it is ſufficient, infar | 
 emnium, to behold the great critic, Mr. Dennis, 
ſorely lamenting it, even from the Eſſay on Criti- 
ciſm to this day of the Dunciad! « A moſt noto- 
te rious inſtance (quoth he) of the depravity of genius 
« and taſte, the approbution this Eflay meets with® | 
Bl can ſafely affirm, that I never attacked any 
“of theſe writings, unleſs they had /urce/5 infinitely 
beyond their merit. — This, though an empty, 
„ has been a popular ſeribbler. The epidemic mad- 


* 


* 


* 


* 


In a Letter under his hand, dated March 12, 17333. 
d Dennis, Pref, to his Reflect. on the Eſſay on Criticiſm 
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neſs of the times has given him reputation ©. — If, 
after the cruel treatment ſo many extraordinary 
men (Spencer, Lord Bacon, Ben Johnſon, Mil. 
ton, Butler, Otway, and others) have received 

from this country, for theſe laſt hundred years, I 

ſhould ſhift the ſcene, and ſhew all that penury 
« changed at once to riot and profuſeneſs ; and more 
« ſquandered away upon one object, than would have 
« ſatisfied the- greater part of thoſe extraordinary 
men; the reader to whom this one creature ſnould 
be unknown, would fancy him a prodigy: of art 
© and nature, would believe that all the great qua- 


* lities of theſe perſons were centered in him alone. 


hut if I ſhould venture to aſſure him, that the 
© PropLE of EncGLAnD had made ſuch a choice 


BS the reader would either believe me a malicious 


© enemy, and /landerer; or that the reign of the 
laſt (Queen Anne's): Miniſtry was a by. fate 
© to encourage Fools. 

But it happens, that this our Poet never had any 
lace, Penſion, or Gratuity, in any ſhape, from the 
aid glorious Queen, or any of her Miniſters. All 
ze owed, in the whole courſe of his life, to any 
ourt, was a ſubſcription, for his Homer, of 200 1. 
rom King W I; and 1001. from the prince 
and princeſs. 


| © Preface. to his Remarks on Homer. _ 


| © Rem, on Homer, p. 8, 9. 


. = 
— 


— 9 * OW 
fa —— 2 
ä 2 


2» W 443% 


«* 
— —— 


A * wo 
— — eaemie iie 4 - — 
— A 
* 4 ** + 22” r =. > 2 | den ny to - — e — 
n a I N "X's" 
8 — — - . 


M1 « 
324 
# 
4 
'F : 
KY 
s i 
1 . 
1 
* 


aſſures us that there is vot one jeſt in them: And an ini. 


aſſures us it is much more execrable than all his work 


xlviii TESTIMONIES 
However, leſt we imagine our Author's Sucee! 
was conſtant and univerſal, they acquaint us of ce; 
tain works in a leſs degree of repute, where 
although owned by others, yet do they aſſure us h 
is the writer. Of this ſort Mr. Dexx1s © aſcribes t 
him #wo Farces, whoſe names he does not tell, by 


re: 


tation of Horace, whoſe title he does not mention, by 


The Dairy Journar, May 11, 1728. aſſures u. y 
« He is below Tom Durfey in the Drama, becaut] 7 
4% (as that writer thinks) the Marriage Hater matched, | { 
& and the Boarding School are better than the What þ 
« 'q'-ye-call-it ;” which is not Mr. P.'s, but Mr. Gays | ' 
M. Gir.pox aſſures us, in his New Rehearſal, p. 48| 7 
„ That he was writing a play of the Lady Jan: 7 
« Grey ;” but it afterwards proved to be Mr. Rows . 
We are aſſured by another, He wrote a pamphlet 

called Dr. Andrew Tripe®* ;* which proved to be ; 
one Dr. Wagſtaffs. Mr. 'TyzoBaLD aſſures us, in ; 
Miſt of the 27th of April, © That the treatiſe of the 0 
« Profound is. very dull, and that Mr. Pope is the ; 
« author of it.” The writer of Gulliveriana is of : 
another opinion; and ſays, © the whole, or greatet 
«c part, of the merit of this treatiſe muſt and can N 
only be aſcribed to Gulliver >.” [Here, gente 


} 


© Ibid. p. 8. f Character of Mr, Pope, p. 7, 
f Ibid, p. 6, > Gulliv. p. 336. 


xlix 


OF AUTHORS. 
reader! cannot I but ſmile at the ſtrange blindneſs 
and poſitiveneſs of men; knowing the ſaid treatiſe 
to appertain to none other but to me, Mating: 
Scriblerus.] 

We are aſſured, in Miſt of June 8, 
« own Plays and Farces would better have adorned 


That his 


« the Dunciad, than thoſe of Mr. Theobald; for 
« he had neither genius for Tragedy nor Comedy,” 
Which whether true or not, it is not eaſy to judge; 
in as much as he had attempted neither. Unleſs we 
will take it for granted, with Mr. Cibber, that his 
being once very angry at hearing a friend's Play 
abuſed, was an infallible proof the Play was his own ; 
the ſaid Mr. Cibber thinking it impoſſible for a man 
to be much concerned for any but himſelf : © Now 
let any man judge (ſaith he) by this concern, who | 
« was the true mother of the child i? ”” Fl 

But from all that hath been ſaid, the diſcerning 
reader will collect, that it little availed our author 
to have any Candour, ſince, when he declared he 
did not write for others, it was not credited ; as lit- 
tle to have any Modeſty, fince, when he declined 
writing in any way himſelf, the preſumption of 
others was imputed to him. If he ſingly enterpriſed 
one great work, he was taxed of Boldneſs and Mad- 
neſs to a Prodigy *: If he took aſſiſtants in * 


| Cibber's Letter to Mr. p. p. 19. f 
* Burnet's Homerides, p. 1. of his. tranſlation of the Iliad. 
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it was complained of, and repreſented as a great in. 
jury to the public l. The loftieſt heroics, the low- 
eſt ballads, treatiſes againſt the ſtate or church, a. 
| tires on lords and ladies, raillery on wits and au- 

thors, ſquabbles with bookſellers, or even full and 
true accounts of monſters, poiſons, and murdets; 
of any hereof was there nothing ſo good, no. 
thing ſo bad, which hath not at one or othe: 
ſeaſon been to him aſcribed. If it bore no au. 
thor's name, then lay he concealed; if he did, 
he fathered it upon that author to be yet bet. 
ter concealed: If it reſembled any of his Ryle:, | 
then was it evident; if it did not, then diſgu-l 4 
ed he it on ſet purpoſe, Yea, even direct oppo- 
ſitions in religion, principles, and politics, haveſf 
equally been ſuppoſed in him inherent. Surely 2 
moſt rare and ſingular character! Of which let the 
reader make what he can. | 
© Doubtleſs moſt Commentators would hence take 
occaſion to turn all to their Author's advan. 
tage, and from the teſtimony of his very Ene. 
mies would affirm, That his Capacity was bound. 
leſs, as well as his Imagination; that he was 3 
perfect maſter of all Styles; and all Arguments; 
and that there was in thoſe times no other Wri. 
ter, in any kind, of any degree of excellence 


1 The London and Mift's Journaks, on his undertaking th! 
Odyſley, - 
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os he isi dn n dh in cc e ae thn 


ment, we ſhall determine on nothing; but leave 
hee, gentle reader, to ſteer thy judgment equally 
between various opinions, and to chuſe whether 
ou wilt incline to the Teſtimonies of Authors a- 


owed, or of Authors concealed; of thoſe who 


new him, or of thoſe who knew him not. EF, 
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MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS 
of the Pot. 


HIS poem, as it celebrateth the moſt grare 
| and ancient of things, Chaos, Night, and 
Dulneſs; ſo is it of the moſt grave and ancient kind 
Homer (faith Ariſtotle) was the firſt who gave the 
Form, and (ſaith Horace) who adapted the Meaſur. 
to heroic poeſy. But even before this, may be n. 
tionally preſumed from what the Ancients have lef 
written, was a piece by Homer compoſed, of like 
nature and matter with this of our Poet. For d 
Epic ſort it appeareth to have been, yet of matte 
ſurely not unpleaſant, witneſs what is reported of i 
by the learned archbiſhop Euſtathius, in Odyſſ. x. 
And accordingly Ariſtotle, in his poetic, chap. ir 
doth further ſet forth, that as the Iliad and Odyſſe 
gave example to Tragedy, fo did this poem to Co- 
medy its firſt idea. 
From theſe authors alſo it ſhould ſeem, that tie 
Hero, or chief perſonage of it was no leſs ob/cur; 


and his underſtanding and ſentiments no leſs quail 


and ſtrange (if Wer not more o) than any of the 
actors of our poem. Marcitzs was the name of 
this perſonage, whom Antiquiry recordeth to have 
been Dunce the firft ; and ſurely from what we hear 
of him, not unworthy to be the root of ſo ſpread- 
ing a tree, and ſo numerous a poſterity, The po- 


em therefore celebrating him was properly and ab- 


ſolutely a Dunciad; which though now unhappily 
loſt, yet is its nature ſufficiently known by the in- 
fallible tokens aforeſaid, And thus it doth appear, 
that the firſt Dunciad was the firſt Epic poem, writ- 
ten by Homer himſelf, and anterior even to the 
Iliad or Odyſſey. 


Now, foraſmuch as our poet hath tranſlated thoſe 


two famous works of Homer which are yet left, he 
did conceive it in ſome ſort his duty to imitate that 
alſo which was loſt: and was therefore induced to 
beſtow on it the ſame form which Homer's is re- 
ported to have had, namely that of Epic poem; with 
a title alſo framed after the ancient Greek manner, 
to wit, that of Duntiad. 

Wonderful it is, that ſo ſew of the moderns have 
been ſtimulated to attempt ſome Dunciad ! fince in 
the opinion of the multitude, it might coſt leſs pain 
and oil than an imitation of the greater Epic. But 
poſſible it is alſo, that, on due reflection, the 
maker might find it eaſier to paint a Charle- 
magne, a Brute, or a Godfrey, with juſt pomp 
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and dignity heroic, than a Margites, a Codrus, or 
2 Fleckno. | 

We ſhall next declare the occaſion and the cauſe 
which moved our poet te this particular work. He 
lived in thoſe days, when (after Providence had per. ne. 
mitted the invention of Printing as a ſcourge for the of 
fins of the learned) Paper alſo became ſo cheap, and 4/ 
Piinters ſo numerous, that a deluge of authors co. ert! 
vered the land: Whe:eby not only the peate of the tal 
honeſt unwiiting ſubje&t was daily moleſted, but jo 
unmerciful demands were made of his applauſe, yea It © 
of his money, by ſuch as would neither earn the 01 
one, nor deſerve tne other. At the ſame time, the ö th 
licence of the Preſs was ſuch, that it grew dange- n 
rous to refuſe them either: for they would forth» c 
with publiſh ſlanders unpuniſhed, the authors being it 
Anonymous, and ſkulking under the wings of pub- il {: 
liſhers, a ſet of men who never ſcrupled to vend 
either Calumny or l laſphemy, as long as the Town 
would call for it. 

Now our author, living in thoſe times, did con. 
ceive it an endeavour well worthy an honeſt Satiriſt, 
to diſſuade the dull, and puniſh the wicked, 2he onh | 
ay that was left. In that public ſpirited view he | 
laid the plan of this poem, as the greateſt ſervice 
he was capable {without much hurt, or being ſlain) 
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© Vide Boſfu, Du Poeme Epique chap. vii. 
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OF THE POEM. I 
to render his dear country. Firſt, -taking things 
from their original, he conſidereth the cauſes crea- 
ſe tire of ſuch Authors, namely Dulneſ and Poverty; 


le che one born with them, the other contracted by 
r. neglect of their proper talents, through ſelf-conceit 


of greater abilities. This truth he wrappeth in an 
Allegory (as the conſtruction of Epic poeſy requir- 
eth) and feigns that one of theſe Goddeſſes had 
taken vp her abode with the other, and that they 
jointly inſpired all ſuch writers and ſuch works. 
He proceedeth to ſhew the gualities they beſtow 
on theſe authors, and the effects they produce ®: 
chen the materials, or flock, with which they fur- 
niſh them ©; and (above all) that UH opinion * which 
cauſeth it to ſeem to themſelves vaſtly greater than 
it is, and is the prime motive of their ſetting up in 


theſe Goddeſſes acting in alliance (whereof as the 
one is the mother of Induſtry, ſo is the other of 
Plodding) was to be exemplified in ſome one, great 
and remarkable Actions; And none could be more 
ſo than that which our poet hath choſen, viz. the 


the miniſtry of Dulneſs their daughter, in the re- 
moval of her imperial ſeat from the City to the po- 


© Book I. ver. 32. &c. 
© Vex. 57 to 77» 


E 4 


d Boſſu, chap. vii. 
© Ver. 45 to 54. 


t f Ver. 80. 
© Ibid. chap, vii, viii, | | 


ſad and ſorry merchandiſe. The great power of 


reſtoration of the reign of Chaos and Night, by 
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Empire of Dulneſs, extended through her ſubordi- 
nate inſtruments, in all her various operations. 


- hath its Moral apart, though all conducive to the 


other Epiſodes of the Patrons, Encouragers, or Pay. 


forth. And the third book, if well conſidered, ſeem- 
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lite World; as the Action of the Æneid is the reſto. 
ration of the empire of Troy, by the removal oſ 
the race from thence to Latium. But as Homer 
ſinging only the Wrath of Achilles, yet includes in 
his Poem the whole hiſtory of the Trojan war; in 
like manner our author hath drawn into this fi. 
gle Aion the whole hiſtory of Dulneſs and her 
children. | e | 

A Perſon muſt next be fixed upon to ſupport thi 
Action. This Phantom in the Poet's mind mu 
have a Name: He finds it to be 
becomes of courſe the Hero of the poem. 

The Fable being thus, according to the beſt ex- 
ample, one and entire, as contained in the Propoti. Þ 


: and he 


tion; the Machinery is a continued chain of Alle-| 


gories, ſetting forth the whole Power, Miniſtry, and | 


This is branched into Epiſodes, each of which 
main end, The C:owd aſſembled in the ſecond 
book, demonſtiates the deſign to be more extenſive 
than to bad poets only, and that. we may exped 


maſters of ſuch authors, as occaſion ſhall bring them 


eth to embrace the whole World. Each of the Games 


» Poſſu, chap, viii, vide Ariſtot. Poetic. cap, ix. 
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relateth to ſome or other vile claſs of writers: The 
firſt concerneth the plagiary, to whom he giveth 
the name of More ; the ſecond the libelous Novel- 
lift, whom he ftileth Eliza; the third, the flattering 
Dedicator; the fourth, the bawling Critic, or noiſy 


| Poet ; the fifth, the dark and dirty Party-writer ; and 


ſo of the reſt; aſſigning to each ſome proper name 

or other, ſuch as he could find. | 
As for the Characters, the public hath already ac- 

knowlcdged how juſtly they are drawn: The man- 


ners are ſo depicted, and the ſentiments ſo peculiar 


to thoſe to whom applied, that ſurely to transfer 
them to any other or wiſer perſonages, would be ex- 
ceeding difficult: And certain it is, that every per- 
ſon concerned, being conſulted apart, hath readily 
owned the reſemblance of every portrait, his own 
excepted. So Mr. Cibber calls them, © a parcel 


« of poor wretches, ſo many filly flies ': but adds, 


* our Author's wit is remarkably more bare and 
« bargen, whenever it would fall foul on Cibber, 


« than upon any other Perſon whatever.“ 

The Deſcriptions are ſingular, the Compariſons very 
quaint, the Narration various, yet of one colour: 
The purity and chaſtity of Diction is ſo preſerved, 


that in the places moſt ſuſpicious, not the words but 


only the images have been cenſured, and yet are 


thoſe images no ether than have been ſanctified by 


3 Cibber's Letter to Mr, P. pag. 9, 12, 41. 
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ancient and claffical Authority (though, as was the alte 
manner of thoſe good times, not fo curiouſly wrapped Alf 
up) yea, and commented upon by the moſt grave nar 
Doctors, and approved Critics. | cer 
As it beareth the name of Epic, it is thereby ſub. MW ſee 
| JeRted to ſuch ſevere indiſpenſable rules as are laid-on ¶ Bu 
all Neoterics, a ſtrict imitation of the Ancients; inſo. of 
much that any deviation, accompanied with what- Ce 
ever poetic beauties, hath always been cenſured by ha 
the ſound Critic. How exact that Imitation hath on 
been in this piece, appeareth not only by its general at 
ſtructure, but by particular alluſions infinite, many 1 
whereof have eſcaped both the commentator and | 
poet himſelf; yea divers by his exceeding diligence || 
are ſo altered and interwoven with the reſt, that 
ſeveral have already been, and more will be, by the 
ignorant abuſed, as altogether and originally his | 
own. | | 
In a word, the whole poem proveth itſelf to be 
the work of our Author when his faculties were in 
full vigour and perfection; at that exact time when 
years have ripened the Judgment, without diminiſh- 
ing the Imagination: which, by good Critics, is 
held to be punctually at ferry, For, at that ſeaſon 
it was that Virgil finiſhed his Georgics; and Sir 
Richard Blackmore at the like age compoſing his 
Arthurs, declared the ſame to be the very Acme and 
Pitch of life for Epic poeſy: Though fince he hath 
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he altered it to fixty, the year in which he publiſhed his 


ed Alfred“. True it is, that the talents for Critici/m, 


ve namely ſmartneſs, quick cenſure, vivacity of remark, 


certainty of aſſeveration, indeed all but acerbity, 
b. ſeem rather the gifts of Vouth than of riper Age: 


n But it is far otherwiſe in Poetry; witneſs the works 
0. of Mr. Rymer and Mr. Dennis, who beginning with 
t» MW Criticiſm, became afterwards ſuch Poets as no age 
y I hath paralleled. With good reaſon therefore did 
our author chuſe to write his Eſſay on that ſubject 
at twenty, and reſerve for his maturer years this 
great and wonderful work of the Dunciad. 
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F the Nature of Dunciad in general, whence | 
derived, and on what authority founded, a; þ 

well as of the art and conduct of this our poem ö 
In particular, the learned and laborious Scriblerus | 
hath, according to his manner, and with tolerable | 
| fhare of judgment, diſſertated. But when he cometh | 
to ſpeak of the Perſon of the Hero fitted for ſuch | 
poem, in truth he miſerably halts and hallucinates. 
For, miſled by one Monſieur Boſſu, a Gallic critic, 
he prateth of I cannot tell what Phantom of a Hero, 
only raiſed up to ſupport the Fable. A putid con- 
ceit! As if Homer and Virgil, like modern Under:- | 
takers, who firſt build their houſe, and then ſeek ont | 
for a tenant, had contrived the ſtory of a War and 
2 Wandering, before they once thought either of 
Achilles or Aneas. We ſhall therefore ſet our 
good brother and the world alſo right in this parti- 


5 
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cular, by aſſuring them, that, in the greater Epic, 
the prime intention of the Muſe is to- exalt Heroic 
Virtue, in order to propagate the love of it among 
the children of men; and conſequently that the Poet's 
firſt thought muſt needs be turned upon a real ſubject 


meet for laud and celebration; not one whom he is 


to make, but one whom he may find, truly illuſtri- 
ous. This is the primum mobile of his poetic world, 
whence every thing is to receive life and. motion. 
For, this ſubje& being found, he is immediately 
ordained, or rather acknowledged, an Hero, and put 
upon ſuck action as befitteth the dignity * his 
character. 

But the Muſe ceaſed not here her Eagle-flight. 
For ſometimes, ſatiated with the contemplation of 
theſe duns of glory, ſhe turneth downward on her 


wing, and darts with Jove's lightning on the Goofe 


and Serpent kind. For we may apply to the Muſe 
in her various moods, what an ancient maſter of 
Wiſdom affirmeth of the Gods in general: Si Dit 
non iraſcuntur impits et injuſtis, nec pius utique juſto/qe 
diligunt. In rebus enim diverſis, aut in utramque par- 
tem moveri neceſſe eſt, aut in neutram. Jtaque qui bonos 
diligit, et malos odit ; et qui malos nen odit, nec bons 
diligit. Qaia et diligere bonos ex odio malorum wenit ; 
et males odifſe ex bonorum caritate deſcendit. Which in 
our vernacular idiom may be thus interpreted: If 
* the Gods be not provoked at evil men, neither 
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are they delighted with the good and juſt. For mal 
« contrary objects muſt ether excite contrary afcec, ¶ ve 
tions, or no affections at all. So that he who the 
„ Joveth good men, muſt at the ſame time hate the wit 
« bad; and he who hateth not bad men, cannot love Ml vi 
% the good; . becauſe to love good men proceedeth of 
« from an averſion to evil, and to hate evil men 

« from a tenderneſs to the good.” Fiom this deli. lo. 
cacy of the Muſe aroſe the /iztle Epic, (more lively I . 
and choleric than her eldeſt filter, whoſe bulk and 1 
complexion incline her to the flegmatic) and for this 1 
ſome notorious Vehicle of vice and folly was ſaught [Ml Þ 
out, to make thereof an example. An early inſtanee 

of which (nor cauld it eſcape the accurate Scriblerus) 
the Father of Epic poem himſelf affordeth us. 
From him the practice deſcended to the Greek | 
Dramatic poets, his offspring ; who in the compoſi - | 
tion of their Tetralogy, or ſet of four pieces, were 
wont to make the laſt a Satiric Tragedy. Happily 
one of theſe ancient Dunciads (as we may well term 
it) is come down unto us amongſt the Tragedies of 
the poet Euripedes. And what doth the reader ſup: 
poſe may be the ſubje& thereof? Why in truth, and 
it is worthy obſervation, the unequal Conteſt of an 
old, dull, debauched buffoon Cyclops, with the heaven- 
directed Favourite of Minerva; who, after having 
quietly born all the monſter's obſcene and impious 
Hibaldry, endeth the farce in puniſhing him with the 


1 


of the HERO of the POE M. Ixiii 
mark of an indelible brand in his forehead. May 
we not then be excuſed, if for the future we conſider 
the Epics of Homer, Virgil, and Milton, together 
with this our poem, as a complete Tetralogy, in 
which the laſt worthily holdeth the Jace or ſtation 


of the /atiric piece? 
Proceed we therefore in our cubje&. It hath eo 


long, and, alas for pity ! ſtill remaineth a queſtion, 


whether the Hero of the greater Epicſhould be an B. 
zeſt Man; or, as the French critics expreſs it, am hon- 
nite homme * : but it never admitted of any doubt, 
but that the Hero of the ile Epic ſhould be juſt the 
contrary. Hence, to the advantage of our Dunciad, 
we may obſerve how much juſter the Moral of that 
Poem muſt needs be, where ſo important a "_ 
is previouſly decided. 

But then it is not every Kuave, nor (let me add) 
every Fool, that is a fit ſubject for a Dunciad. There 
mult ſtill exiſt ſome Analogy, if not Reſemblanct 
of Qualities between the Heroes of the two Poems; 


and this in order to admit what Neoteric critics call 


the Parody, one of the livelieſt graces of the little 
Epic. Thus it being agreed, that the conſtituent 


qualities of the greater Epic Hero, are M iſdom, Bravery, 


and Lowe, from whence ſpringeth heroic Virtue; it 


followech, that thoſe of the leſſer Epic Hero, ſhould 


a di un Heros Poëtique doit etre un honnete homme. dat, 


an "oeme Epique, hb, v. Ch. 5. 
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be Vanity, Aſſurance, and Debauchery, from which 
happy aſſemblage reſulteth Heroic CET the never. Co 
dying ſubject of this our Poem. c01 

This being confeſſed, come we now to then ſan 
It is the character of true Viſdon, to ſeek its chief WM Po 
ſupport and confidence within itſelf; and to place WW for 
that ſupport in the reſources which proceed from 2 fin 
conſcious rectitude of Will. And are the advantage; de 
of Parity, when ariſing to the heroic ſtandard, at all MW M 
ſhort of this ſelf-complacence? Nay, are they not, al 
in the opinion of the enamoured-owner, far beyond w. 
it? “Let the world (will fuch an one ſay) impute Þ fa 
« to me what folly or weakneſs they pleaſe ; but BY th 
« till 7/;/dom can give me ſomething that will make Il « 
« me more heartily happy, I am content to be Gaz | 
ar.“ This, we ſee, is Vanity according to the be. | 

roic gage or meaſure; not that low and ignoble ſpecies | | 
which pretendeth to Yirtues we have not, but the | 
laudable ambition of being gazed at for glorying in 
thoſe Yices, which every body knows eve Have. 
The world may aſk (ſays he) why I make my 
« follies public? Why not? I have paſſed my life 
oc very pleaſantly w:th theme.“ In ſhort, there is 
no ſort of Vanity ſuch: a Hero would ſcruple, but 
| that which might go near to degrade him from his 
high ſtation in this our Dunciad ; namely, whether 
it would not be Vanity in him, to take ſhame to 
* himſelf for not being a wiſe man P 


o Ded. to the Life of C. C. Life, p. 2. oct. edit. 4 Ibid. 


the heat of Nouth ; doubtleſs by that refinement it 
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Bravery, the n attribute of the true Hero, is 
Courage manifeſting itſelf in every limb; while its 
correſpondent Virtue in the mock Hero, is, that 
ſame Courage all collected into the Face. And as 
Power when drawn together, muſt needs have more 
force and ſpirit than when diſperſed, we generally 
find this kind of courage in ſo high and heroic a 
degree, that it inſults not only Men, but Gods. 
Mezentius is without doubt the braveſt character in 
all the Eneis: But how? His bravery, we know, 
was an high courage of blaſphemy. And can we 
ſay leſs of this brave man's, who having told us 


chat he placed © his Summum bonum in thoſe follies, 
& © which he was not content barely to poſſeſs but 


« would likewiſe glory in,” adds, JF I am mi/- © 
« puided, Tis NATURE'S FAULT, ard I follow ner ©,” 
Nor can we be miſtaken in making this happy qua- 
lity a ſpecies of Courage, when we conſider thoſe 
Yluſtrious marks of it, which made his Face “ more 
« known (as he juſtly boaſteth)-** than moſt in the 
kingdom,“ and his Language to conſiſt of what 
we muſt allow to be the moſt daring Figure of Speech, 


chat which is taken from the Name of God. 


Gentle Love, the next ingredienr in the true Hero's 


| compoſition, is a meer bird of paſlage, or (as Shake- 


ſpear calls it) /ummer-teeming Luft, and evaporates in 


de Life, p 23- oftavo, 
Vol. FX. F | 
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ſuffers in paſſing through thoſe certain ſtrainers which 
our Poet ſomewhere ſpeaketh of. But when it is let 
alone to work upon the Lees, it acquireth ſtrength by 
Old age; and becometh a laſting ornament to the 
little Epic. It is true indeed, there is one objection 
to its fitneſs for ſuch an uſe: For not only the Igno. 
rant may think it common, but it is admitted to be ſo, 
even by Him who beſt knoweth its value. Don't 
«« you think * he) „ to ſay only 4 mar 
« has his Whore*, ought to go for little or no- 
e thing? Becauſe defendit numerus; take the fil. 
& ten thouſand men you meet, and, I believe, 
« you would be no loſer if you' betted ten to 
c one, that every ſingle ſinner of them, one with 


1 another, had been guilty of the ſame frailty b. 
But here he ſeemeth not to have done juſtice to 
himſelf : The man is ſure enough a Hero, who hath | 


his Lady at fourſcore. How doth his Modeſty | 
herein leſſen the merit of a whole wwell-ſpent Life: | 


not taking to himſelf the commendation (which 


Horace accounted the greateſt in a theatrical cha. 


racter) of continuing to the very ares, the fame = 
was Trom the beginning, 


Servetur ad iuun 


Qualis ab incepto proceſſerat. 


f Alluding to theſe lines in the Epiſt. to Dr. Arbuthnet : 


« And has not Colly „ii his Lord and Whore, 
<< His Butchers Henly, his Free-Maſons Moore? 
Letter to Mr, P. p. 46, 


4 
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But here, in juſtice both to the Poet and the Hero, 


2 et us farther remark, that the calling her his whore, 
y implicth ſhe was his own, and not his reighbour's. 
je Truly a commendable Continence! and ſuch as Sci- 
pio himſelf muſt have applauded. For how much 


Self-denial was. neceſſary not to covet his Neigh- 
bour's whore ? and what diſorders muſt the coveting 


ing to this Political Calculator) nine in ten of all 
ages have their concubines ? - 

We have now, as briefly as we could deviſe, gone 
through the three conſtituent Qualities of either 
Hero. But it is not in any, or in all of theſe, that 
I Hero:ſm properly or. eſſentially reſideth. It is a 
lucky reſult rather from the colliſion of - theſe lively 
Qualities againſt, one another. Thus, as from. Wiſ- 
don, Bravery, and Love, ariſeth Magnazimity, the 
object of Admiration, which is the aim of the greater 
Epic; ſo from Vanity, Aſſurance, and Debauchery, 
ſpringeth Buffeonry, the ſource of Ridicule, that 
© laughing ornament,” as. he well termeth.. it b, of 
| the little Epic. 

He is not aſhamed (God Aube he ever ; ſhould ky 
ahamed ) of this Character; who deemeth, _ that 
not Reaſon but. Niſſbility diſtinguiſneth che human 
ſpecies from the brutal. As Nature (faith this 
profound Philoſopher) diſtinguiſhed our fpecies from 


Þ Letter to Mr. P. p. 3. 
F3 


her have occaſioned in that Society, where (accord- 
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— G6 


late king of Sweden *? 
But whatever perſonal qualities a Hero may have, i 


the mute creation by our Riſibility, her deſign vs 
< have been by that faculty as evidently to raiſe ou 
© HAPPINESS, as by our os ſublime (OUR ERECT) 
« FACES) to lift the dignity of our rox above 
« them i. All this conſidered, how complete a 
Hero muſt he be, as well as how happy a Man, 
whoſe Riſibility lieth not barely in his muſcles, as in 
the common ſort, but- (as himſelf informeth us) in 
his very ſpirits ;- and whoſe Os ſublime is not ſimply 
an ere face, but a brazen head, as ſhould ſeem by 
his preferring it to one of Iron, ſaid to > belong to the 


the examples of Achilles and ZEneas ſhew us, that 
all thoſe are' of ſmall avail, wathout the conſtant 


affiftance of the Gops : for the ſubverſion and erection 
of Empires have never been adjudged the work of 
Man. How greatly ſoever then we may eſteem of | 
his. high talents, we can hardly conceive his perſonal | 


proweſs alone ſufficient to reſtore the decayed empire 
of Dulneſs. So weighty an atchievement muf 


require the particular Yavour and protection of the | 
Grear : who being the natural patrons and ſup-| 
porters of Letters, as the ancient Gods were of Try, 


muſt firſt be drawn off and engaged in another Inte. 
reſt, before the total ſabverſion of them can be 


_ accompliſhed. To ſurmount, therefore, this laſ 


i Life, p. 23, 24 Letter, p. S. 
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and greateſt difficulty, we have, in this excellent 
man, a. profeſſed Favourite and Intimado of the 
Great. And look, of what force ancient Piety was 
to draw the Gods into the party of Eneas, that, 
and much ſtronger is modern Incenſe, to engage the 
Great in the party of Dulneſs. - 
Thus have we eſſayed to pourtray or ſhadow- out 
this noble Imp of Fame. But now the impatient 


reader will be apt to ſay, if ſo many and various 


graces go to the making up a Hero, what mortal 
ſhall ſuffice to bear his character? IIl hath he read, 


vho ſeeth not, in every trace of this picture, that 


individual, ALL-ACCOMPLISHED PERSON, in whom 
theſe rare virtues and lucky circumſtances have 
agreed to meet and concentre with omg luſtre 
and fulleſt harmony. | 

The good Scriblerus laden, nay the World. It. 
ſelf, might be impoſed on in the late ſpurious edi- 
tions, by I can't tell what han- Hero, or Phantom: 
But it was not fo eaſy to impoſe. on #14 whom this 
egregious error moſt of all concerned. For no ſooner 
had the fourth book laid open the high and ſwelling 
ſcene, but he recognized his own. heroic Acts: And 
when he came to the words, 


Soft on | her lap her Laureat ſon reclines, 


| (though Laureat imply no more than one crowned with 


laurel, as befitteth any Aſſociate or Conſort in 
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empire, which, like that of Providence, ſhould neye 


good grace, might be of uſe to our Hero. For thi 


replied with a ſigh, Patience, and ſhuffle the cards". 


moſt ſacred and perfect things either of Religion of 
Government, can eſcape the ſting of Envy, methink: 
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Empire) he loudly reſented this indignity to violate 


Majeſty, Indeed not without cauſe, he being ther, 
repreſented as faſt aſſeep; ſo miſbeſeeming the eye a 


doze nor ſlumber. © Hah! (ſaith he) faſt aſleey, 
F it ſeems! that's a little too ſtrong. Pert and dil 
* at leaſt you might have allowed me, but as ſel. 
dom aſleep as any fool.“ However, the injured 
Hero may comfort himſelf with this reflexion, that 
tho' it be a Jeep, yet it is not the /eep. of death, bu 
of immortality. Here he will ive at leaſt, tho 
not awake; and in no :worſe condition than man 
an enchanted Warrior before him. The famoy 
Durandarte, for inſtance, was, like him, caſt into: 
long ſlumber by Merlin the Britiþ Bard and Necro. 


mancer : and his example for ſubmitting to it with af 


diſaſtrous knight being ſorely preſſed or driven uf 
make his anſwer by ſeveral perſons of quality, onl 


But now, as nothing in this world, no not th: 


] already hear theſe carpers * to the cle: 
neſs of our Hero's title, 


| Letter, p. 53. * Letter, p. 1. Don Quixotte, Part i 
Book ii. ch. 22. | 
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It would never (ſay they) have been eſteemed 
ſufficient to make an Hero for the Iliad or Eneis, 
that Achilles was brave enough to overturn one 
Empire, or Æneas pious enough to raiſe another, 
had they not been Goddeſs-born and Princes bred. 
What then did this Author mean, by erecting a 
Player inſtead of one of his Patrons, (a perſon 
« never a hero even on the ſtage?,”) to this dignity 


of Collegue in the empire of Dulneſs, and Atchiever 


of a work that neither old Omar, Attila, nor John 

of Leyden could entirely bring to paſs, 
To all this we have, as we conceive, a ſufficient 

anſwer from the Roman hiſtorian, Fabrum eſſe ſuæ 


| quemque fortune: That every man is the Smith of his 


own fortune. The politic Florentine, Nicholas 
Machiavel, goeth ſtill further, and affirmeth that 
a man needeth but to Believe himſelf a Hero to be one 
of the worthieſt. Let him (ſaith he) but fancy 
« himſelf capable of the higheſt things, and he 
« will of courſe be able to atchieve them.” From 
this principle it follows, that nothing can exceed 
our Hero's proweſs; as nothing ever equalled the 
greatneſs of his conceptions. Hear how he con- 


ſtantly paragons himſelf: at one time to ALEXANDER 


the Great and CHARLES the XII. of Swenex, for 
the exceſs and delicacy of his Ambition”; toHexry 
the IV of France, for honeſt Policy; to the fir 


o Cee Life, p. 148. Life, p. 149. Nn 
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BrvuTvs, for love of Liberty ©; and to Sir RoßExr 
WaLrol E, for good Government while in power“: 
At another time, to the godlike SocxaTEs, for his 
diverſions and amuſements*; to Horace, Mon- 
TAIGNE, and Sir WiLLiam TxmPLE, for an elegant 
Vanity that maketh them for ever read and ad. 
mired*; to Two Lord CHANCELLORSA, for Lay, 
from whom, when confederate againſt him at the 
bar, he carried away the prize of Eloquence " 
and, to ſay all in a word, to the right reverend the 
Lord Bisnor of Lox don himſelf, in the art of 
writing paſtoral letters. 

Nor did his Action, fall ſhort of the fublimity of 


his Conceit. In his early youth he met the Rewolu- 
tion] face to face in Nottingham, at a time when | 
his betters contented themſelves with following her. 


It was here he got acquainted with O Battle- array, 
of whom he hath made ſo honourable mention in 
one of his immortal Odes. But he ſhone in Courts 
as well as in Camps: He was called up when the 
nation fell in labour of this Revolution; and was 
a goſſip at her „ ee * the * o_ the 
ladies“. 

As to his Birth, it is true bi 3 no relation 
either to Heathen God or Goddeſs; but, what is as 
good, he was deſcended from a Maker of both b. 


r Life, P. 165. Y p. 457, tP.18, u p. 425. P. 436, 
43% F. 52. P. 47. 2 P. 57. . 58, 59. 
bs A Statuary, 
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And that he did not paſs himſelf on the world for 
a Hero, as well by birth as education, was his own 


fault; For, his lineage he bringeth into his life 
25 an Anecdote, and is ſenſible he had it in his 
power to be thought no body's ſon at all ©: _ what 
is that but coming into the world a Hero? 

But be it, (the punctilious Laws of Epie Poeſy ſo 


| requiring) that a Hero of more than mortal birth 


muſt needs be had, even for this we have a remedy. 


We can eaſily derive our Hero's Pedigree from a 


Goddeſs of no ſmall power and authority amongſt 


| men; and legitimate and inſtall him after the right 


claſſical and authentic faſhion: For, like as the 
ancient Sages found a Son of Mars in a mighty 
warrior; a Son of Neptune in a ſkilful Seaman; | 
a Son of Phœbus in a harmonious Poet; ſo have we 
here, if need be, a Son of ForxTuxe in an artful 
Cameſter. And who fitter than the Offspring of 
Chance, to aſſiſt in n the n of Night and 
Chaos ? 
There is in truth another objection of greater 5 
weight, namely, * That this Hero ſtill exiſteth, 
and hath not yet finiſhed his earthly courſe. For 
* if Solon ſaid well, : 
= ultima ſemper | 

Expeftanits dies homini: dicique beatus * 

Ante obitum nemo ſupremaque funera debet ; 


c Life, p. 6. 
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* if no man can be called happy till his death, 
* ſurely much leſs can any one, till then, be pro. 
„ noanced a Hero: this ſpecies of men being fx 
< more ſubject than others to the caprices of For. 
* tune and Humour,” But to this alſo we have a 
anſwer, that will (we hope) be deemed decifiye, 
It cometh from himſelf, who, to cut this matter 
ſhort, hath ſolemnly proteſted that he will new 
change or amend, 

With regard to his Vanity, he declareth that no. 
thing ſhall ever part them. Nature (ſaith he) hath 
«« amply ſupplied me in Vanity; a pleaſure which 
<< neither the pertneſs of Wat, nor the gravity of 
« Wiſdom, will ever perſuade me to part with“. 
Our poet had charitably endeavoured to adminiſter 
a cure to it: But he telleth us plainly, *© My ſupe- 
* riors perhaps may be mended by him; but for my 
<< part I own myſelf incorrigible. I look upon my 
e Follies as the beſt part of my Fortune. And 
with good reaſon: We ſee to what they have brought 
him 

Secondly, as to Baffoonry, $4 it (ſaith he) 2 


** time of day for me to leave off theſe fooleries, 


te and ſet up a new character? I can no more put 


c off my Follies than my Skin; J have often tried, 


« but they ſtick too cloſe to me; nor am I ſure my 


, « friends are diſpleaſed with them, for in this light 


EP, 424. e p. 19. 


of che HERO of the POEM. lxxv 


J afford them frequent matter of mirth, e. 
&cf,” Having then ſo publickly declared himſelf 
incorrigible, he is become dead in law, (I mean the 
law Epopaian) and devolveth upon the Poet as his 
property : who may take him, and deal with him, 
as if he had been dead as long as an old Egyptian 
hero; that is to ſay, embowel and embalm him for 
poſterity. 

Nothing therefore (we conceive) remaineth to 
hinder his own prophecy of himſelf from taking 
immediate effect. A rare felicity! and what few 
prophets have had the ſatisfaRion to ſee, alive! Nor 
can we conclude better than with that extraordinary. 
one of his, which is conceived in theſe Oraculous 
words, MY DULNESS WILL FIND SOMEBODY TO DO 
IT RIGHT ©, "= 


Tandem Phoebus adeſt, morſuſque inferre parantem 
Congelat, et patulos, ut erant, 1NDURAT hiatus ® 


f p. 17, © Ibid. p. 243. oftavo edit, * Ovid, of the 
ſerpent biting at Orpheus's head. 
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By AUTHORITY. 


Vn virtue of the Authozity in Us veſted by the 
Act for ſubjecting Poets to the power of a Licenſer, 
ve have reviſed this Piece; where finding the ſtule 
and appellation of K 1 ts have been given to a 
certain Pretender, Pſeudo-Poet, 02 Phantom, of the 
name of TizB3aLD; and apprehending the ſame 
man be deemed in ſome ſoꝛt a Reflection on Majeſty, 
oꝛ at leaſt an inſult on that Legal Authozitu which 
has beftowed on another Perſon the Crown of Poe- 
ſy: De have ordered the ſaid Pretender, Pſeudo-Poet, 
02 Phantom, utterly to vaniſh and evaporate out of 
this wozk : And do declare the ſaid Throne of Po⸗ 
eſa from hencefozth to be abdicated and vacant, 
unleſs duly and [awfully ſupplied by the Lavzeare 
himſelf, And it is hereby enacted, that no * 
perſon d do preſume to fill the ſame. 


JC. Ch. 
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THE 


DUN CIAD: 


To 


Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT. 
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BOOK the FIRST. 


ARGUMEN T. 


THE Propoſition, the Invocation, and the Inſcription. 
Then the Original of the great Empire of Dulneſs, 
and cauſe of the continuance thereof. The College of 
the Goddeſs in the City, avith her private Academy 

for Poets in particular ; the Governors of it, and 

the four Cardinal Virtues. Then the Poem haſtes 
into the midſt of things, pre/enting her, en the 
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8 ARGUMENT. 
evening of a Lord Mayor's day, revolving the bin 
" ſucceſſion of her Sons, and the glories paſt and to cow. 
She fixes her eye on Bays to be the Inſtrument of thy 
great Event which is the Subject of the Poem. I, 
is deſeribed penſive among his Books, giving up th 
Cauſe, and apprehending the Period of her Entire: 
Aer debating whether to betake himſelf to thy 
+ Church, or to Gaming, or to Party-writing, | 
raiſes an Altar of proper books, and (making firſt hi 
ſolemn prayer and declaration } purpoſes thereon to ja. 
crifice all his unſucceſ5ful writings. | As the pile i; 
kindled, the Goddeſs, beholding the flame from hu 
ſeat, flies and puts it out by caſting upon it the poen 
of Thule. She forthwith reveals herſelf to hin, 
tranſports him to her Temple, unfolds her Arts, ani 
initiates him into her Myſteries ; then announcing the 
_ death of Euſden the Poet Laureate, anoints hin, 
carries him to Court, and proclaims him Succeſſor. 
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HE Mighty Mother, and her Son, who brings 1 
The Smithfield Muſes to the ear of Kings, 
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VARIATIONS. 


VER. 1. The mighty Mother, &c. in the firſt Edit, it was thus 
Books and the Man I fing, the firſt who brings 
The Smithfield' Muſes to the Far of Kings. 
Say, great Patricians! ſince yourſelves inſpire 
Theſe wond*rous works (fo Jove and Fate require) 
Say, for what cauſe, in vain decry'd and curft, . 
Still | : 


% 


Ni: 
1 


ttt! 


— — 


wv 


IMITATIONS. 
3 Say, great N ſince yourſelves inſpire. 
= Theſe wondrous works WE 1 
| —Pii ceptis (nam vos mutaſtis & illas.) Ovid. Met. i. 


REMARKS. 


Tur Dunciap.] It is an inconvenience, to which Writers 
of reputation are ſubject, that the Juſtice of their reſentment i 
not always rightly underſtood. For the calumnies of dull Au- 
thors being ſoon forgotten, and thoſe whom the aimed to injure, 
not caring to recal to memory the particulars of falle and ſcan, 
dalous abuſe, their neceſſary correction is ſuſpected of ſeverity 
unprovoked. But, in this caſe, it would be but candid to. ef. 

mate the chaſtiſement on the general Character of the offender 
compared with that of the Perſon injured. Let this ſerve with 
the candid Reader, in ar of the Poet; and, on occa- 
hon, of the Editor, 

The Dunc1ap, fic MS, It may be _ diſputed MIL SL 12 
be a right reading: Ought it not rather to be ſpelled Duncei. 
as the Etymology evidently demands? Dunce with an e, there: 

fore Dunceiad with an e. That accurate and punctual Man or 
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82 THE DUNCIAD. 
I fing, Say you, her Inſtruments the Great! 
Call'd to this work by Dulneſs, Jove, and Fate 


RE MAR EKS. 


Letters, the Reſtorer of Shakeſpear, conſtantly obſerves the pre- 
ſervation of this very Letter e, in ſpelling the Name of his be- 
loved Author, and not like his common careleſs Editors, with 
the omiſſion of one, nay ſometimes of two ee's, (as Shakſpear) 
which is utterly unpardonable. Nor is the negle& of a Singl: 
« Letter ſo trivial as to ſome it may appear; the alteration 
« whereof in a learned language is an Atchievement that brings 
« honour to the Critic who advances it; and Dr. Bentley will be 
© remembered to poſterity for his performances of this ſort, as 
4 Jong as the world ſhall have any eſteem for the remains of Me- 
& nander and Philemon.“ THEOBALD, 
This is ſurely a flip in the learned author of the foregoing 
note; there having been ſince produced by an accurate Anti. 
quary, an Autograph of Shakſpeare himfelf, whereby it appears 
that he ſpelled his own name without the firſt e. And upon 
this authority it was, that thoſe moſt Critical Curators of his 
Monument in Weſtminſter Abby eraſed the former wrong read- 
ing, and reſtored the true ſpelling on a new piece of old Ægyp- 
tian Granite, Nor for this only do they deſerve our thanks, 
but for exhibiting on the ſame Monument the firft Specimen ef 
an Editios of an author in Marble; where (as may be ſeen on 
comparing the Tomb with the Book) in the ſpace of five lines, 
two Words, and a whole Verſe are changed, and it is to be hop- 
ed will there ſtand, and outlaſt whatever hath been hitherto 
done in Paper; as for the future, our learned Siſter Univerſity 
(thr other Eye of England) is taking care to perpetuate a Tetal 
new Shakeſpear, it the Clarendon preſs, | BENTI. 

It is to be noted, that this great Critic alſo has omitted one 
circumſtance; which is, that the Inſcription with the Name of 
Shakſpeare was intended to 'be placed on the Marble Scroll to 
which he points with his hand; inſtead of which it is now placed 
behind his back, and that Specimen of an Edition is put on the 
Screll, which indeed Shakſpeare hath great reaſon to point at. 
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- THE DUN CIAO. 83 
You by whoſe care, in vain decry'd and curſt, 5 
still Dunce the ſecond reigns like Dunce the firſt; 


REMARKS 


Though I have as juſt a value for the letter E, as any Gram- 
marian living, and the ſame affection for the Name of this Poem 
as any Critic for that of his Author; yet cannot it induce me 
to agree with thofe who would add yet another e to it, and call 
it the Dunceiade; which being a French and foreign termination, 
is no way proper to a word entirely Engliſh. and vernacylar. 
One e therefore in this caſe is right, and two e's wrong. Yet 
upon the whole I ſhall follow the Manuſcript, and print it wich- 


out any e at all; moved thereto by Authority (at all times, with 


Critics, equal, if not ſuperior to Reaſon.) In which method of 
proceeding, I can never enough praiſe my good friend, the exact 
Mr, Tho, Hearne ; who, if any word occur, which to him and 
all mankind is evidently wrong, yet keeps he it in the Text with 
due reverence, and only remarks in the Margin fic 14S, In like 
manner we thall not amend this error in the Title itſelf, but only 
note it obiter, to evince to the learned that it was not our fault, 
nor any effect of our ignorance or inattention,  &' SCRIBL, 
This Poem was written in the year 1726. In the next year 
an imperfect Edition was publiſhed at Dublin, and reprinted at 
London in twelves; another at Dublin, and another at London 
in Octavo; and three others in twelves the ſame year. But there 
was a perfect Edition before that of London in quarto; which 
was intended with Notes. We are willing to acquaint Poſterity, 
that this Poem was preſented to King George the ſecond and his 
Queen by the hands of Sir Robert Walpels, on the 12 of 
March, 1728—g9. | Scuol. . 


Id tTATIO RSG. 


Van. 6. Alluding to a verſe of Mr. Dryden, not in Mac 
Fleckno (as is ſaid ignorant]y i in the Key to the wen p. 2 
but in his verſes to Mr. Congreve, | 

And Tom the ſecond reigns like Tom the Pry 
G 2 
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$1 THE-DUNCTAD. 
Say, how the Goddeſs bade Britannia- ſleep, 
And pour'd_her Spirit o'er the land and deep. 


REMARKS, 


It was expreſly confelſed in the Preface to the firſt edition, 
that this Poem was not publiſhed by the Author himſelf, . I 
was printed originally in a foreign Country, And what fo. 
reign Country? Why, one notorious for blunders; where 
finding blanks only inſtead of proper names, theſe blunderers filled 
them up at their pleaſure.. 

The very Hero of the Poem hath been miſtaken to this hour; 
fo that we are obliged to open our Notes with a diſcovery who he 
really was, We learn from the former Editor; that this Piece 
was preſented by the hands of Sir Robert Walpole to King George 
I, Now the author directly tells: us, his Hero is the Man 


who brings 
The Smithfield Muſes to the ear of Kings, 


And it is notorious who was the perſon on whom this Prince con- 
ferred the honour of the Laurel. 


It appears as plainly from the Apoſtrephe to the Great in the 
third verſe, that Tibbald could not be the perſon, who was never 
an Author in faſhion, or careſſed by the Great; whereas this 
KHngle characteriſtic is ſufficient to point out the true Hero; who, 
"above all other Poets of his time, was the Peculiar Delight and 
"Choſen Companion of the Nobility of England; and wrote, as he 


Himſelf tells us, certain of his works at the — Defire of Per- 
Jens of Quality, © 


* Laftly, The fixth verſe affords full proof ; this Poet being the 
only one who was univerſally known to have had a Son ſo exact- 
Ty like him, in his poetical, theatrical, political, and moral Ca- 
Fackties, that it could juſtly be ſaid of him : 

Still Dunce the ſecond reigns like Dunce the firſt, BENT. 

VR. 1, The Mighty Mother,” and ber Son, Sc.] The Reader 
"ought: here to be cautioned, that the Mother and not. the Son, is 
«the principal Agent of this Poem: The latter of them is only 
choſen as her Collegue (as was anciently the cuſtom in Rome be- 
fore ſome great Expedition) the main action of the Poem being 


— 


Book I. 


Bc 


— 209 LS 


Bartholomew Fair was kept, whoſe ſhews, machines, and drar 


Book I. THE DUNCIAD. 
In eldeſt time, e'er mortals writ or read, 
E'er Pallas iflu'd from the Thund'rer's head, 10 


REMARK S. 


by no means the Coronation of the Laureate, which is performed 
in the very firſt book, but the Reſtoration of the N i of Dul- 
neſs in Pritain, which i is not accompliſhed till the laſt. 

Ibid.— Her Son who brings, &c,| Wonderful is the fupidity of 
all the former Critics and Commentators on this work ! It breaks 
forth at the very firſt line. The author of the Critique prefixed 
to Sazoncy, a Poem, p. 5. hath been ſo dull as to explain the 
Man who brings, Sc. not of the hero of the piece, but of our 
Poet himſelf, as if he vaunted that Kings were to be his readers; 
an honour, which though this Poem hath had, yet knoweth he 
how to receive it with more modeſty, 

We remit this Ignorant to the firſt lines of the LEneid, I 
ing him that OY there n not of himſelf, but of Æ- 


Ads; ” — 


Arma virumque cano, Troja qui primus ab oris 
Italiam, fato profugus, Lavinaque venit | 
Littora: multum ille et terris jactatus et alto, &c. 


J cite the whole three verſes, that I may by the way offer A 
Conjectural Emendation, purely my own, upon each: Firſt, oris 


thould be read aris, it being, as we ſee En. ii, 513, from the 


altar of Jupiter Hercæus that Æneas fled as ſoon as he ſaw 
Priam ſain, In the ſecond line I would read flatu for fato, ſince 
it is moſt clear it was by Minds that he arrived at the ſhore of 
Italy. Jaclatus, in the third, is ſurely as improperly applied to 
terris, as proper to alto; to ſay a man is toſt on land, is much at 
one with ſaying be walks at ſea: Riſum tencatis, amici]? Correct jt, 
as I doubt not it ought to be, vexatus. SCRIBLERUS, 

Ver, 2. The Smithfield Muſes] Smithfield is the place where 


WV 


matical entertainments, formerly agreeable only to the taſte of 
the Rabble, were, by the Hero of this poem and others. of equal 
genius, brought to the Theatres of Covent-garden, Lincolns-inns 
nelds, and the Hay- market, to be the reigning pleaſures. of the 
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86 THE DUNCIAD. Bodkl 

Dulneſs o'er all poſleſs'd her ancient right, 

Daughter of Chaos and eternal Night, 

Fate in their dotage this fair Ideot gave, 

_ Groſs as her ſire, and as her mother grave, D 
Laborious, heavy, buſy, bold, and blind, 15 * 

She rul'd, in native Anarchy, the mind. ( 


REMARKS 


Court and Town. This happened in the reigns of K. George 1, 
and II. See Book iii. 
VxX. 4. By Dulneſs, Jove, and Fate: ] i. e. By their Judg- 
ments, their Intereſts, and their Inclinations, 

Ver. 7. Say how the Goddeſs, &c,] The Poet ventureth to 
ſing the Action of the Goddeſs: but the Paſſion ſhe impreſſeth 
on her illuſtrious Votaries, he thinketh can be only told by them. 
ſelves. 3 Sca1sr, 

VER, 12. Daughter of Chaos &c,) The beauty of the whole 
Allegory being purely of the poetical kind, we think it not our 
proper buſineſs, as a Scholiaſt, to meddle with it : But leave it 
(as we ſhall in general all ſuch) to the reader; remarking only 
that Chaos according to Hęſod' s Otoyeyia) was the Progenitor of 
a!l the Gods, | SCRIBLERUS, 

Vrr. 1c. Laboricus, beauy, buſy, bold, Se.] I wonder the 
learned Scriblerus has omitted to advertiſe the Reader, at the 
opening of this Poem, that Dulneſs here is not to be taken con- 
tractedly for mere Stupidity, but in the enlarged ſenſe of the 
word, for all Slowneſs of Apprehenfion, Shortneſs of Sight, or 
imperfect Senſe of things. It includes (as we ſee by the Poet's 
own words) Labour, Induſtry, and ſome degrees of Activity and 
Boldneſs: a ruling principle not inert, but turning topſy turvy 
the Underſtanding, and inducing an Anarchy or confuſed State 
of Mind, This remark ought to be carried along with the 
reader throughout the work ; and without this caution he will 
be apt to miſtake the importance of many of the Characters, 
2s well as of the Defign of the Poet. Hence it is, that ſome have 
complained he chuſes too mean a ſubject, and imagined he em- 
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Book I. THE DUNCIAD, 8; 
Still her old Empire to reſtore ſhe tries, 
For, born a Goddeſs, Dulneſs-never dies. 

O Thou! whatever title pleaſe thine ear, 
Dean, Drapier, Bickerſtaff, or Gulliver! 20 
Whether thou chuſe Cervantes? ſerious air, ; 
Or laugh and ſhake in Rab'lais' eaſy chair, 


VARIATION 8. 


After VIER. 22+ in the MS. 
Or in the graver Gown inſtru mankind, 
Or ſilent let thy morals tell thy mind. 


But this was to be underſtood, as the Poet ſays, ironicd, like the 
23" Verſe. 


.. 


REMARKS 


ploys himſelf, like Domitian, in killing flies; whereas thoſe 
who have the true key will find he ſports with nobler quarry, 
and embraces a larger compals ; or, (as one ſaith, en a a like OC- 
caſion) 
Will ſee his Work, like Jacob's ladder, riſe, 
Its foot in dirt, its head amid the ſkies. BzxwT. 
VER. 16. She rul' d, in native Anarchy, the mind.] The na- 
tive Anarchy of the mind is that ſtate which precedes the time 
of Reaſon's aſſuming the rule of the Paſſions, But in that ſtate, 
the uncontrolled violence of the Paſſions would ſoon bring things 
to confuſion, were it not for the intervention of DuLNxss in this 
abſence of Reaſon ; who, though ſhe cannot regulate them like 


| Reaſon, yet blunts and deadens their Vigour, and, indeed produces 


ſome of the good effects of it: Hence it is that Dulneſs has often 
the appearance of Reaſon. This is the only good ſhe ever did; 
and the candid Poet is careful to tell it in the very introduction 
of his Poem, It is to be obſerved indeed, that this is ſpoken of 


the univerſal rule of Dulneſs in ancient days, but we may form an 


idea of it from her partial Government in latter times, 


Ver, 17. Still ber old Empire to reſtore] This Reſtoration : 


makes the dne of the Poem. Vi de Book iv, 
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88 THE DUNCIAD. Book L. Bo 
Or praiſe the Court, or magnify mankind, © * W 
Or thy griev'd Country's copper chains unbind; Gr 
From thy Bceotia tho' her Pow'r retires, 25 
Mourn not, my Sw1iFT, at ought our Realm acquires, 
Here pleas'd behold her mighty wings out-ſpread 
To hatch a new Saturnian age of Lead. 

Cloſe to thoſe walls where Folly holds her throne, 
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And laughs to think Monroe would take her down, ar 


 VarIaTIONSs. 
'VEgs. 29. Cloſe to thoſe wwalls Sc.] In the former Edit, thus, 
Where wave the tatter' d enſigns of Rag- fair, 
A yawning ruin hangs and nods in air; 
Keen hollow winds. howl thro? the bleak receſs, 
Emblem of Mufic caus'd by Emptineſs ; 
Here in one bed two ſhiv'ring Siſters lie, 
The Cave of Poverty and Poetry. CES | 
Var. Where wave the tattering enſigns of Rag-fair,] Rag - air is 
a place near the Tower of London, where old cloaths and frippery 
are ſold. 
Var. A yazening ruin hangs. and nods in air ;— 
Here in one Bed two bid ring Siſters lie, 
We Cave of Poverty and Poetry.] | 
Hear upon this place the forecited Critic on the 8 
„ Theſe lines (ſaith he) have no conſtruction, or are nonſenſe. 
The two ſhivering Siſters muſt be the fiſter-caves of Poverty 
«© and Poetry, or the bed and cave of Poverty and Poetry muſt 
be the ſame, -| gueſtionleſs, if they lie in one bed] and the two 
*© Siſters the Lord knows who.“ O the conſtruction of grams 
matical heads! Virgil writeth thus; An, i. 


Fronte ſub adverſa ſcopulis pendentibus antrum: ' 
Intus aquæ dulces, vivoque ſedilia ſaxo; 
Nympharum domus. 


May we nct ſay in like manner. The Nymphs muſt be the 
« waters and the ſtones, or the waters and the ſtones muſt be 


" 


N 7 
I. Bock I. THE DUNCIAD. 89 

- Where o'er the gates A by his fam'd fa ther”, hand, FE 

Great Cibber's brazen brainleſs brothers ſtand ; 


VARIATIONS. 
« the houſes ef the Nymphs ?”* Inſulſe! The ſecond line Intus 


aque, Cc. is a parentheſis (as are two lines of our Author. 
Keen hollozu ⁊binds, Sc.) and it is the Antrum, and the yathning 
Ruin, in the line before that parentheſis, which are the Domus 
and the Cave. | | 
Let me again, I beſeech thee, Reader, preſent thee with an- 
other Conjectural Emendation on Virgil's ſcopulis pendentibus : 
He is here deſcribing a place, whither the weary Mariners of 
2 Aneas repaired to dreſs their dinner, —Feſſi—frugeſque receptas & 
trrere parant flammas : What has ſcopulis pendentibus here to do? 
Indeed the ague dulces and ſedilia are ſomething ; ſweet waters to 
drink, and ſeats to reſt on: the other is ſurely an error ef the 
Copyiſts. Reſtore it without the leaſt ſcruple, Populis pran- 
dentibus. 7 
But for this and a thouſand more, expect our Virgil reſtored, 
e 385 SCRIBLERUS, 


REMARKS, | 

Ver. 20,— Drapier, Bickerſtaff, or Gulliver !] The ſeveral 
names and characters he aſſumed in his ludicrous, his ſpleenetic, 
or his Party-writings; which take in all his works. FO 

VER. 22. —laugh and ſhake in Rablais' eaſy chair, ] The 
imagery is exquiſite ; and the equivoque in the laſt words, gives 
a peculiar elegance to the whole expreſſion, The eaſy chair ſuits 
his age: Rab” lais* eaſy chair markes his character: and he fills 
and poſſeſſes it as the heir and ſucceſſor of that original genius. 

VII. 23, Or praiſe the Court, or magnify Mankind, ] Ironice, 
alluding' to Culliver's repreſentations of both, —The next line 
relates to the papers of the Drapier againſt the currency of Wood", 
Copper coin in Ireland, which, upon the great diſcontent of the 
people, his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to recal, 
Ver, 26. Mourn not, my Swift! at ought our realm acquires. ] 
Ironice iterum, The Politics of England and Ireland were at this 
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Or praiſe the Court, or magnify mankind, 2 6 Wh 
Or thy griev'd Country's copper chains unbind; - r 
From thy Bceotia tho' her Pow'r retires, 2 


Mourn not, my Swirr, at ought our Realm acquires, 


Here pleas'd behold her mighty wings out-ſpread 
To hatch a new Saturnian age of Lead. 

Cloſe to thoſe walls where F olly holds her throne, 
And laughs to think Monroe would take her down, 


VARIATIORS. 
VX. 29. Cloſe to thoſe walls Sc.] In the former Edit. thus, 
Where wave the tatter'd enſigns of Rag- fair, 
A yawning ruin hangs and nods in air; 
Keen hollow winds. howl thro? the bleak receſs, 
Emblem of Mufic caus'd by Emptineſs ; 
Here in one bed two ſhiv'ring Siſters lie, 
The Cave of Poverty and Poetry. | | | 
Var. Where wave the tatteri ng enſigns of Rag-fair,] Rag- air is 
a place near the Tower of London, where old cloaths and Sony 
are ſold. 
Var, A yatoning ruin hangs. and nods in air z— 
Here in one Bed two ſbiv ring Siſters lie, 
De Cave of Poverty and Poetry. 
Hear upon this place the forecited Critic on the Dunrial. 
'*© Theſe lines (ſaith he) have no conſtruction, or are nonſenſe. 
The two ſhivering Siſters muſt be the ſiſter-caves of Poverty 
«© and Poetry, or the bed and cave of Poverty and Poetry muſt 
be the ſame, -| queſtionleſs, if they lie in one bed] and the two 
<< Siſters the Lord knows who.“ O the conſtruction of * 
matical heads! Virgil writeth thus: An, i. 


Fronte ſub adverſa ſcopulis pendentibus antum: 5 


Intus aquæ dulces, vivoque ſedilia ſaxo; 

Nympharum domus. | 
May we nct ſay in like manner.“ The Nymphs muſt be the 
waters and the ſtones, or the waters and the ſtones muſt be 


Bock I. THE DU NO IAD. 89 
Where o'er the gates, by his fam'd father', hand, 31 
Great Cibber's brazen brainleſs brothers ſtand ; 


VariATIONS. 
« the houſes of the Nymphs?'* Inſulſe! The ſecond line Intus 


aque, &c. is a parentheſis (as are two lines of our Author. 


Keen hollow winds, Ic.) and it is the Antrum, and the yazoning 
Ruin, in the line before that parentheſis, which are the Domus 
and the Cave. | | | 

Let me again, I beſeech thee, Reader, preſent thee with an- 
other Conjectural Emendation on Virgil's ſcopulis pendentibus: 
He is here deſcribing a place, whither the weary Mariners of 
Aneas repaired to dreſs their dinner, —Feſſi—frugeſque receptas & 
tarrere parant flammis: What has ſcopulis pendentibus here to do? 
Indeed the ague dulces and ſedilia are ſomething; ſweet waters to 
drink, and ſeats to reſt on: the other is ſurely an error of the 


Copyiſts. Reſtore it without the leaſt ſcruple, Populis pran- 
dentibus. | . = 


But for this and a thouſand more, expect our Virgil reſtored, 
W . 1 SCRIBLERUS, 


REMARKS, 
Ver. 20,— Drapier, Bickerſtaff, or Gulliver !] The ſeveral 
names and characters he aſſumed in his ludicrous, his ſpleenetic, 


or his Party-writings; which take in all his works, | 


Ver. 22. —laugh and ſhake in Rab'lais' eaſy chair,] The 


imagery is exquiſite; and the equivoque in the laſt words, gives 
a peculiar elegance to the whole expreſſion, The eaſy cbair ſuits 
his age: Rab lais“ eaſy chair marks his character: and he fills 


and poſſeſſes it as the heir and ſucceſſor of that original genius. 
VII. 23. Or praiſe the Court, or magnify Mankind, ] Tronice, 
alluding to Culliver's repreſentations ef both. —The next line 
relates to the papers of the Drapier againſt the currency of Wood"; 
Copper coin in Treland, which, upon the great diſcontent of the 


people, his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to recal. 3 
| Ver, 26. Mourn not, my Swift! at ought our realm acquires. | 


Ironice iterum, The Politics of England and Ireland were at this 
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One Cell there is, conceal'd from vulgar eye, 
The Cave of Poverty and Poetry. 


REZNM ARK S. 


time by ſome thought te be oppoſite, or interfering with each 
other: Dr, Szwift of courſe was in the intereſt of the latter, our 
Author of the former. 

Vsxs. 28. To batch a new Saturnian age of Lead,)] The ancient 
Golden Age is by Poets ſtyled Saturnian, as being under the 
reign of Saturn: but in the Chemical language Saturn is 
Lead. She is here ſaid only to be ſpreading her wings to hatch 
this Age; which is not produced completely till the fourth 
book, 

VzR. 31. By his fam d father's band,] Mr, Caius-Gabriel 
Cibber, father _ the Poet-Laureate. The twe Statues of the 
Lunatics over the gates of Bedlam hoſpital were done by him, 
and (a: the fon jultly fays of them) are no ill monuments of his 
fame as an Artiſt, 

Vss, 33. One cell there .] The cell of poer Poetry is here 
very properly repreſented as a little anindotved Hall in the neigh. 
bourhood of the Magnific Cc/lege of Bedlam; and as the ſureſt 
Seminary to ſupply thoſe learned Walls with profeſſors. For 
there cannot be 2 plainer Symptom of Madneſs than for Men 
to chuſe Poverty and Contempt; to ſtarve themſelves and my 
the public by ſeribling. 

Eſcape in Monſters, and amaze the Town, 
when they might have benefited themſelves and others in pro- 
Stable and honeſt employments. The Qualizics and Production; 
of the ftudents of this private Academy are afterwards deſeribed 
in this firſt book; as are alſo their A#jons throughout the 
ſecond; by which it appears, hew near allied Dulneſs js to 
Madneſs, This naturally prepares us for the ſubjeR of the thirg 
book, where we find them in union, and acting in conjunction 
to produce the Cataſtrophe of the fourth; à mad poetical Sibyl 
leading our Hero through the Regions of Viſion, to animate 
bim in the preſent undertaking by a view of the pal triumphs 
of Barbariſm over Science, 


40 THE DUN c IAP. 91 

hollow winds howl thro' the bleak receſs, 35 
= m of Muſic caus' d by Emptineſs. 
Hence Bards, like Proteus long in vain ty'd down, 
Eſcape m Monſters, and amaze the town, 


REMARKS. 


Vzs. 34. Poverty and Poetry.) I cannot here omit a remark 
that will greatly endear our Author to every one, who ſhall atten- 
tively obſerve that Humanity and Candor, which every where 
appears in him towards thoſe unhappy objects of the ridicule of 
all mankind, the bad Poets. He here imputes all ſcandalous 
rhymes, ſcurrilous weekly papers, baſe flatteries, wretched ele- 
gies, ſongs, and verſes (even frem thoſe ſung at Court to ballads 


Tel in the ſtreets) not ſo much to malice er ſervility as to Dulneſs; 
he and not ſo much to Dulneſs as to Neceſſſty. And thus, at the 
n, very eommencement of his Satire, makes an apology ſor all that 
- are to be ſatirized. 

Vs, 37. Hence Bards, like Proteus lung i in vain ty'd deꝛon, 
e Eſeape in Monſters, and amaze the town,} 


p Ovid has given'us a very orderly account ef theſe eſcapes, 

Sunt, quibus in plures jus eſt tranſire figuras: 

Ut tibi, complexi terram maris incola, Proteu; 

Nunc violentus aper; nunc, quem tetigiſſe timerent, 

Anguis eras 3 modo te faciebant cornua Taurum : 

Sæpe Lapis poteras. Mr r. viii. 
Neither Palæphatus, Phurnutus, nor W give us any 
ſteddy light into the mythology of this myſterious fable. If I 
be not deceived in a part of learning which has ſo long exerciſed 
my pen, by Proteus muſt certainly be meant a hacknied Town- 
ſcribler 3 and by his Transformations, the various diſguiſes ſuch 
a one aſſumes, to elude the purſuit of his irreconcileable- enemy, 
the Bailiff, And in this light, doubtleſs Horace underſtood the 
Fable, where, ſpeaking of Proteus, he lays, 

Quum rapies in jus malis ridentem alienis, 

Fiet aper, Cc. | 
Proteus is repreſented as ene bred of the mud and ime ef Egypt, 

the original ſoil of Arts and Letters: And what is a Towne 
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92 THE DUN CIA D. Bock]. 
Hence Miſcellanies ſpring, the weekly boaſt 
Of Curl's chaſte preſs, and Lintot's rubric poſt: 40 
Hence hymning 'Tyburn's elegiac lines, 
Hence Journals, Medleys, Merc'ries, Macazines: 


VARIATION 8. 
Ver. 41. in the former lines, 


Hence hymning Tyburn's legitnc Lay, B 

Hence the ſoft fing-ſong on Cecilia's Day. th 

VXX. 42. Alludes to the annual Songs compoſed to Muſic on la 
St Cecilia's Feaſt, 

REMARKS, | t 

ſcribler, but a creature made up of the excrements of luxurious 


Science? By the change then into a Boar, is meant his character 
of a furious and dirty Party- auvriter; the Snake ſignifies a Libeller; 
and the Horns of the Bull, the Dilemma's of a Polemical Anſwerer, 
Theſe are the three great parts he aſſumes; and when he has 
completed his circle, he finks back again, as the laſt change into 
a Stone denotes, into his natural tate of immoveable Stupidity y 
Hence it is, that the Poet, where ſpeaking at large of all theſe 
various Metamorphoſes in the ſecond Book, deſcribes Mother 
Oſborne, the great Antitype of our Proteus, in ver, 312. after 
all her changes, as at laſt quite flupified to Stone. If I may 
expect thanks of the learned world for this-diſcovery, 1 would 
by no means deprive that excellent Critic of his ſhare, who diſ- 
covered before me, that in the character of Proteus was deſigned 
Sophifiam, Magum, Politicum, praſertim rebus om ibus ſeſe accom- 
modantem, Which in Engliſh is, A political ok a Libeller, 
and a Diſputer, writing indifferently for or againſt every party in 
the State, every ſect in Religion, and every character in privote 
life, See my Fables of Ovid explained. ARE BANIER, 


IMITATIONS, 
VzR, 41, 42. Hence bymning Tyburn's—Hence, Ge c. 1 
r Genus unde Latinum, 


Albanique patres, aque altæ mœnia Rom: 
Virg, ZEn, i. 


40 
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y * 


Sepulchral Lies, our holy walls to grace, 
And New-year Odes, and all the Grub- ſtreet race. 


REMARKS, 


VER, 4% Curl's chaſte preſs and Lintot's rubric Poſt :] Two 
Bookſellers, of whom * ſee Book ii, The former was fined by 
the Court of King's Bench for publiſhing obſcene Books; the 
Jatter uſually adorned his ſhop with titles in red letters, 

VII. 41. Hence hymning Tyburn's elegiac lines,] It is an 
ancient Engliſh cuſtom for the Malefactors to ſing a Pſalm at 
their execution at Tyburn; and no leſs cuſtomary to print Elegies 
en their deaths, at the ſame time, or before, 
| Vir, 42. MAGAZINES Y The common Name of thoſ. 
upſtart collections in proſe and verſe ; where Dulneſs aſſumey 
all the yarious ſhapes of folly to draw in and cajole the Rabble, 
The eruption of every miſerable Scribler : the dirty ſcum of 
every ſtagnant News- paper; the rags. of worn-out Non-ſenſe and 
Scandal, picked up from every Dunghill ; under the title of 
Eſſays, Reflections, Queries, Songs, Epigrams, Riddles, &c, 
equally the difgrace of human Wat, Morality, and Common 
„ | 
VX R. 43. Sepulchral Lies, ] Is a juſt ſatire on the Flatteries 
and Falſhoods admitted to be inſcribed on the walls of 
Churches, in Epitaphs; which occaſioned the following Epi- 


gram, 


Friend ! in your Epitaphs, I'ma griev'd, 
So very much is ſaid : 
One half will never be beliey'd, 
The Other never read. | 
Ver; 44. New-years Odes,] Made by the Poet Laureate for 
the time being, to be ſung at Court on every New-year's day, 
the words of which are happily drowned in the voices and inſtru. 
ments, The New-year Odes of the Hero of this work were 
of a caſt diſtinguiſhed from all that preceded him, and made a 
conſpicuous part of his character as a writer, which doubtleſs 
induced our Author to mention them here-ſo particularly. 
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94 THE DUNCIAD. Bock! 
In clouded Majeſty here Dulneſs ſhone ; N 

Four guardian Virtues, round, ſupport her throne; 

Fierce champion Fortitude, that knows no fears 

Of hiſſes, blows, or want, or loſs of ears: 

Calm Temperance, whoſe bleſſings thoſe partake 

Who hunger, and who thirſt for ſcribling ſake: 50 


REMARKS. | | 

VII. 45. In clouded Majeſiy here Dulbneſs ſbone;] See thi, 
Cloud removed, or rolled back, or gathered up to her head, 
book iv. ver. 17, 18. It is worth while to compare this deſcrip. 
tion of the Majeſty of Dulneſs in a ſtate of peace and tran» 
quillity, with that more buſy ſcene where the mounts the 
throne in triumph, and is not ſo much ſupported by her own 
Virtves, as by the princely conſciouſneſs of having geſtroyei 
all other. 

Vas. 30. Who burger, and who thing, Sr.] ** This is 1 
ic allufion to a text in Scripture, which ſhews in Mr, Pope, 1 | 
« delight in prophaneſs,”” ſaid Curl upon this place, But it k 
very familiar with Shakeſpear to allude to paſſages of Scripture, 
Out of a great number I will ſelect a few, in which he not 


only alludes to, but quotes the very Text from holy Writ. In 


II's well that ends well, I am no great Nebuchndnezzar, I hre 
much fil mm-praſs, Ibid. They are fer the flowery way that 
leads to the broad gate and the great fire. Matt. vii. 13. In Much 
ado about nothing, All, all, and moreover God ſato bim <when be 
was bid in the Garden. Gen. iii. 8. (in a very jocoſe ſcene.) In 
Love's labour loſt, he talks of Samſon's carrying the gates on 


33 
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VI. 45. In cloudy Majeſty} 

the Moon 
Riſing in clouded Majeſty Milton, Book i iv. 

VIB. 48. that knows no fear, ö 

of hifſes, blows, or want, or loſs of ears :] 

Quem ncque pauperies, neque mors, neque vincula terrent, Hor, 


ok 1 
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Bock I. THE DUNCIAD. os. 
Prudence, whoſe glaſs preſents th'approaching jayl: 
Poetic Juſtice, with her lifted ſcale, 

Where, in nice balance, truth with gold ſhe weighs, 
And ſolid Pudding againſt empty praiſe. 

Here ſhe beholds the Chaos dark and deep, $5 
Where nameleſs Somethings in their cauſes ſleep, 
Till genial Jacob, or a warm Third day, 

Call forth each maſs, a Poem, or a Play: 

How hints, like ſpawn, ſcarce quick in embryo lie, 
How new-born nonſenſe firſt is taught to cry, 60 
Maggots half-form'd in rhyme exactly meet, 

And learn to crawl upon poetic feet. 


RITMAA ERS. 


his back: In the Merry Wives of Windſor of Goliath and the 
weaver's beam; and in Henry IV, Falſtaff's ſoldiers are com- 
pared to Lazarus and the prodigal 1 

The firſt part of this note is Mr. Cuxr's, the reſt is Ms, 
Tuxoß AL p's Appendix to Shakeſpear Reſtored, p. 144. 

VII. 57. genial Jacob,] Tenſon. The famous race : of Book 
ſellers of that name. 


11A 


Vir. 55. Here ſhe bebolds the Chaos dark and deep, 
Where nameleſs Somethings, &c. 
That is to fay, unformed things, which are either 2510 into 
Poems or Plays, as the Bookſellers or the Players bid moſt, 
nr lines allude to the following in Garth's Diſpenſary, 
t. vi. 

Within the chambers of the globe they ſpy 

The beds where fiteping vegetables le, 

*Till the glad ſummons of a genial ray 

Unbinds the glede, and calls them out to day. 
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3 wit, or rather Popyſmata, or Pepyſms. DRY on Hom, 
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Here one poor word an hundred clenches makes, Hor 
And ductile dulneſs new meanders takes; Rea 
There motley Images her fancy ſtrike, b Her 
Figures ill pair'd, and Similes unlike. or 
She ſees a Mob of Metaphors advance, | Glv 
Pleas'd with the madneſs of the mazy dance ; 41 Th 
How Tragedy and Comedy embrace; In 
How Farce 2 get a jumbled race; 70 17 


Rixviangs, 


Ven. 63. Here one poor word an hundred clenches make] It 
may not be amiſs to give an inſtance or two of theſe operations 
of Dulneſs out of the Works of her Sons, celebrated in the 
Poem, A great Critic formerly held theſe clenches in ſuch ab- 
horrence, that he declared, he that would pun, would pick a | 

« pocket,” Yet Mr. Dennis's works afford us notable exam- | 
ples in this kind: © Alexander Pope hath ſent abroad into the | 
ec world as many Bulls as his nameſake Pope Alexander.—Let 
ec ys take the initial and final letters of his Name, viz, A. PE, 
« and they give you the idea of an Ape. — Pope comes from the 
© Latin word Popa, which ſignifies a litle Wart; or from 
ec poppyſma, becauſe he was continually popping out ſquibs of 


and Daily Journal, June 11, 1728, 

VER. 70. &c. How Farce and Epic—How Tune himſel 1 E 5 
Allude to the tranſgreſſions of the Unities in the Plays of ſuch be 
poets. For the miracles wrought upon Time and Place, and the th 
mixture of Tragedy and Comedy, Farce and Epic, ſee Pluto. and B 
Proſerpine, , ere, &c. * * extant. 


IMITATIONS, 


9 
vrx. 64. And ductile Dulneſs, Sc.] A parody on a verſe in 
Garth, Cant. i. | 
= How ductile matter new meanders takes, 


How Time himſelf ſtands ſtill at her command, 
Realms ſhift their Place, and Ocean turns to land. 
Here gay Deſcription Ægypt glads with ſhow'rs, 
Or gives to Zembla fruits, to Barca flow'rs ; 
Glitt'ring with ice here hoary hills are ſeen, 
There painted vallies of eternal green, 

In cold December fragrant chaplets blow, 

And heavy harveſts nod beneath the ſnow. 


75 


All theſe, and more, the cloud-compelling Queen 
Beholds thro' fogs, that magnify the ſcene. 80 


She, tinſel'd o'er in robes of varying hues, 
With ſelf-applauſe her wild creation views; 
Sees momentary monſters riſe and fall, 


And with her own fools-colours gilds them all. 


REMARKS. 

Ven. 73. Egypt glads with ſhow'rs,] In the Lower Myype 
Rain is of no uſe, the over-flowing of the Nile being ſufficient to 
impregnate the ſoil, —Theſe fix verſes repreſent the Inconſiſtencies 
in the deſcriptions of poets, who heap together all glittering and 
gawdy images, though incompatible in one ſeaſon, or in one 
ſcenes 


See the Guardian Ne 40. parag. 6. See alſo Euſden's whole 
works, if to be found, It would not have been unpleaſant to 


have given Examples of all theſe ſpecies of bad writing from 


theſe Authors, but that it is already done in our Treatiſe of the 
Bathos, 
Vrzsr. 83. Sees momentary monſters riſe and fall, And with ber 


own fools-colours gilds them all.] i. e. Sets off unnatural pens 
in falſe and tumid expreſſion, 


IMITATIONS, 
Ven. 79. The cloud-compelling Rueen] From Homer's | Epithet 
of Jupiter, vepemnyeetra Zeig. 
Vor. V. 
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T was on the day, when ** rich and grave, 85 
Like Cimon, triumph'd both on land and wave: 
(Pomps without guilt, of bloodleſs ſwords and maces, 
Glad chains, warm furs, broad banners, and broad 

faces) | 
Now Night deſcending, the owes "SPY was o'er, 
But liv'd in-Settle's numbers, one day more. 90 


Var LATIONS. 


Ver. 8 5. in the former Editions, 
Twas on the day when Thorold, rich ind grave, 


dir George Thorold, Lord a TOR of London i in the 8885 190 | 


* 


RE MARES. 


Ven. 85, 86. Go 01 the Day, oben k # rieb and gravy, 
Like Cimon, eriumph' d] Viz, a Lord Mayor's Day; his name the 


author had left in blanks, but moſt certainly could never be that 


which the Editor foiſted in formerly, and which no way agree 
with the chronology of the poem. BryT:, 
The Proceflion of a Lord Mayor is made partly by land, and 
partly. by water, —Cimon, the famous Athenian General, obtained 
a victory by ſea, and another by land, on the ſame day, over the 

Perſians and Barbarians, 
Var. 88. Glad Chains, ] The Ignorance of theſe Moderns! 
This was alter'd in one edition to Gold. Chains, ſhewing more 
regard to the metal of which: the chains of Aldermen are made, 
than. to the beauty of the Latiniſm and Græciſm, nay of figu- 
rative _ itſelf ; Lætas aas glad, for wan glad, Cc. 
Sex IBI. 


Vans ſh Bu led in Sette $ ok. one more.] A 


beautiful manner of ſpeaking, uſual with poets in praiſe of 
poetry, in which kind 3 is . than thoſe lines of Mr. 


d ß 
: „Sometimes, miſguided 5 the a throng, | 
1 look for ſtreams immortaliz' d in fong,, - 


a 


) 00 


Now 
Yet « 
Whi 
Slee] 
Muc 
Wh: 
Muc 
And 
dhe 

Eacl 
80 v 
Fact 
She 


Ibj 
det t 
Paneg 
he P. 
abolif 
dettle 


ook I. THE DUNCIAD.. 9 
Now May ors and Shrieves all huſi'd and ſatiate lay, 
Yet eat, in dreams, the cuſtard of the day; 
While penſive Poets painful vigils keep, 
Sleepleſs themſelves, to give their readers ſleep. 
Much to the m:ndful Queen the feaſt recalls 
What City Swans once ſung within the walls; 
Much ſhe revolves their arts, their ancient praiſe, 
And ſure ſucceſſion down from Heywood's days. 

She ſaw, with joy, the line immortal run, 

Each fire impreſt and glaring in his ſon : 100 
So watchful Bruin forms, with plaſtic care, 

Each growing lump, and brings it to a Bear. 

She ſaw old Pryn in reſtleſs Daniel ſhine, 

nd Euſden eke out Blackmore's endleſs line; 


95 


REMARKS, 
That loſt in filence and oblivion lie, 
Dumb are their fountains, and their channels dry : 
Vet run for ever by the Muſes ſkill, 
And in the ſmooth deſcription murmur ſtill. 
, Ibid, But lid, in Settle” s numbers one day more.] Settle was 
vet to the City of London. His office was to compoſe yearly 
anegyricks upon the Lord Mayors, and verſes to be ſpoken in 


aboliſhed, the employment of City-poet ceaſed ; ſo that upon 
dettle's Aumite there was no ſucceſſor to that ohace. 


Ver. 98. Jobn Heywood, whoſe Interludes were printed in 
be time of Henry VIII. 


ad it, 


She ſaw in Norton all his father ſhine: 
| great Miflake ! for Daniel de Foe had parts, but Norton 
e Foe was a wretched writer, and never attempted Poetry. 


H 2 


he Pageants : But that part of the ſhows being at length frugally 
VER, 103. Old Pryn in reſtleſs Daniel] The firſt edition 


luch more juſtly is Daniel himfelf made ſucceſſor to W. Pryn, I 
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THE DUNCIAD. Bock! 


She ſaw ow Philips creep like Tate's poor page, 
And all the mighty Mad in Dennis rage. 106 


REMARKS. 


both of whom wrote Verſes as well as Politics : as appears by 
the Poem De jure divino, Sc. of De Foe, and by theſe lines in 
Cowley's Miſcellanies, on the other: 
One lately did not fear 
(Without the Muſes leave) to plant Verſe here. 
But it produced ſuch baſe, rough, crabbed, hedge— 
Rhymes, as e'en ſet the hearers ears on edge 3 
Written by William Prynn Eſqui-re, the 
Tear of our Lord, fix hundred thirty three. 
Brave Jerſey Muſe! and he's for his high ſtyle 
Call'd to this day the Homer of the Iſle, 
And both'theſe authors had a reſemblance in their fates as wel 
as writings, having been alike ſentenced to the Pillory. 

Vs. 104. And Euſden ele out, Sc.] Laurence Euſden Pon 
laureate, Mr. Jacob gives a catalogue of ſome few only of his 
works, which are very numerous. Mr, Cook, in his Battle 
of Poets, ſaith of him, | 

Euſden, a laurel'd Bard, by fortune rais'd, 

By very few was read, by fewer prais'd. 
Mr. Oldmixon, in his Arts of Logic and Rhetoric, p. 41þ 
414. affirms, © That of all the Galimatia's he ever met with 
© none comes up. to ſome verſes of this poet, which have u 


tc much of the Ridiculum and the Fuſtian in them as can vel 


ct be jumbled together, and are of that ſort of nonſenſe, wic 
cc io perfectly confounds all ideas, that there is no diſtinct ont 
& left in the mind.“ Farther he ſays of him, “ That he hati 
«« prophefied his own poetry ſhall be frrecter than Catullu, 
& Ovid, and Tibullus; but we have little hope of the accon- 
cc pliſhment of it, from what he hath lately publiſned.“ Up 
which Mr. Olamixon has not ſpared a reflexion, © That ite 
CC putting the Laurel on the head of one who writ ſuch vetſe, 
« will give futurity a very lively idea of the judgment a 
cc juſtice of thoſe who beſtowed it.“ . Ibid, p- 417. But the 
well-known learning of that Noble Perſon, who was then Lui 
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la each ſhe marks her image full expreſt, 


But chief in Bars's monſter-breeding breaſt ; 


Ws oak 


Vs. 108. But chief in Bays's, &c.] In the former Ea, thus, 

But chief, in Tibbald's menſter-breeding breaſt ; 

Sees Gods with Demons in ſtrange league engage, 

And earth, and heav'n, and hell her. battles wage, 

She ey d the Bard, where ſupperleſs he ſate, 

And pin' d, unconſcious of his riſing fate; 

Studious he fate, with all his Books around, 

Sinking from thought to thought, &c, 

Var. Tibbald] Author of a pamphlet intitled, Shakeſpear 

r:f-red, During two whole years while Mr. Pope was preparing 
his Edition of Shakeſpear, he publiſhed Advertiſements, requeſt- 
ing aſſiſtance, and promiſing ſatisfaction to any who could con- 
tribute to its greater perfection. But this Reſtorer, who was 
at that time ſolliciting favours of him by letters, did wholly con- 
ceal his deſign, till after its publication: (which he was fince net 
aſhamed to own, in a Daily Joarnal of Nov. 26, 1728.) Ard 
then an outcry was made in the Prints, that our Author had 
joined with the Bookſeller to raiſe an extravagant Subſcription z 
in which he had no ſhare, of which he had no knowledge, and 
againſt which he had publickly advertiſed in his own propoſals 
for Homer. Probably that Proeeceding elevated Tibbald to the 
dignity he holds in this Poem, which he ſeems to deſerve no 
other way better than his brethren 3 unleſs we impute it tos the 
ſhare he had in the Journals, cited e the Te . of 
_—_ prefixed to thrs work. 


REMARK. 
Chamberlain, might have ſcreened him from this unmannerly 
reflection. Nor ought Mr, Oldmixon to complain, ſo long after, 
that the Jaurel would have better become his own brows, or any 


others : It were more decent to acquieſce in the opinion of the 
Duke of Buckingham upon this matter: 


In ruſh'd Euſden, and cry'd, Who ſhall have it, 
But I, the true Laureate, to whom the King ve it? 
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102 
Bays, form'd by nature Stage and Town to bleſs, Du 
And act, and be, a Coxcomb with ſucceſs. Re 
REMARKS. 
Apollo beg'd pardon. and granted his claim, 
But vow'd that till then he ne'er heard of his name. ſpa 
Seſſion of Poets, 0 
The ſame plea might alſo ſerve for his Succeſſor, Mr, Cibber; « 
and is further * — in the following Tpigram made on 60 
that cccaſion: | 60 
| In merry old England it once was a rule, 15 « 
The King had his Poet, and alſo his Fool : | 10 
But now we're ſo frugal, I'd have you to know eit, 60 
That Cibber can ſerve both for Fool and for "aig 8 10 
Of Blackmore, ſee Book ii. Of . Book i. ver. 262. and 60 
Book iii. prope fin, . 6 
Nahum Tate was Poet Laureate, a cold avi, 8 no in- 60 
vention; but ſometimes tranſlated tolerably when befriended by £ 
Mr. Dryden. In his ſecond part of Abſalom and Achitophel c 
are above two hundred admirable lines together of that great f 
hand, which ſtrongly ſhine through the inſipidity of the reſt. c 
Something parallel may be obſerved of another author here 
mentioned. a 
" Vs. 106. And all the mighty Mad] This is by no means to 


be underſtood literally, as if Mr. Dennis were really mad, accord- 
ing to the Narrative ef Dr. Norris in Swift and Pope's Miſcel- 
Janies, vol, iii. No—it is ſpoken of that excellent and divine 
Madneſs, ſo often mentioned by Plato; that poetical rage and 
enthuſiaſm, with which Mr. D. hath in his time, been highly 
poſſeſſed ; and of thoſe extraordinary hints and motions whereof he 
himſelf ſo feelingly treats in his preface to the Rem, on Pr, Arth. 
fSee notes on Book ii. ver. 268. ] 


| Ibid, And all the mighty Mad in Dennis 3 Mr. Theo- 


bald, in the Cenſor, vol. ii. N. 32. calls Mr, Dennis by the 
name of Furius. The modern Furius is to be looked upon 


ce as more an object of pity, than of that which he daily pro- 
« yokes, laughter and contempt. Did we really know how 


** much this poor man [1 wiſh that reflection on poverty bad bees 
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Dulneſs with tranſport eyes the lively Dunce, 
Remembring ſhe herſelf was Pertnefs once. 


REMARK 8. | 


ured] 60 ſaffers by > Wan contradicted, or adi] is 7 2 > 


thing in effect, by hearing another praiſed ; we ſhould, in 
© compaſſion, ſametimes attend to him with a ſilent nod, and 
« Jet him go away with the triumphs of his ill nature, —Poor 
« Furius [again] when any of his cotemporaties are ſpoken well 


« of, quitting the ground of the preſent diſpute, ſteps back 


« a thouſand years to call in the ſuccour of the Ancients, His 
very panegyric is ſpiteful, and he uſes it for the ſame reaſon 
« as ſome Ladies do their commendations of a dead beauty, who 
« would never have had their good word, but that a living one 
e happened to be mentioned in their company. His applauſe is 
e not the tribute of his Heart, but the ſacrifice of his Revenge, 
Sc. Indeed his pieces againſt our poet are ſomewhat of an angry 
character, and as they are now ſearce extant, a taſte of his 
ſtyle may be ſatisfaftory to the curious. © A young, ſquab, 


« ſhort gentleman, whoſe outward form, though it ſhould be 


4% that of downright monkey, would not differ ſo much from 
* human ſkape as his unthinking immaterial part does from hu- 
„ man underſtanding, -He is as ſtupid and as venomous as a 


* hunch back'd-toad. — A book through which Folly and Igno- 


« rance, thoſe brethren ſo lame and impotent, do ridiculouſly 


«look very big and very dull, and ſtrut and hobble, cheek by 


*« jowl, with their arms on keintho, being led and ſupported, 
and bully-back'd by that blind Hector, Impudence.“ Re- 
fect. on the Eſſay on Criticiſm, p. 26, 29, 30. 


lt would be unjuſt not to add his reaſons for this F ury, they 


are ſo firong and fo coercive, * regard him (ſaith he) as an 
« Enemy, not ſo much to me, as to my King, to my Country, 
to my Religion, and to that Liberty which has been the ſole 
« felicity of my life. A vagary of Fortune, who is ſometimes 
5“ pleaſed to be frolickſome, and the epidemic Madneſs of the 


F times have given him Reputation, and Reputation (as Hobbes 


6 ſays) is Power, and that bas made him dangeress, Therefore 
H4 
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11 THE DUNCIAD. Book . 
Now (ſhame to Fortune) an ill Run at Play 
Blank'd his bold viſage, and a thin third day: 


RE MAR s,. 

4 look on it as my duty to King George, whoſe faithful dub. 
* ject Iam; ; to my Country, of which I have appeared a conſtant 
© lover; to the Laws, under whoſe protection I have ſo long 
« lived; and to the Liberty of my Country, more dear to me 
% than life, of which 1 have now for forty years been a conſtant 
« aſſertor, &c. I look upon it as my duty, I ſay, to do==you 
ic Hall ſee what—to pull the lion's ſkin from this little Aſs, 
« which popular error has thrown round him; and to ſhew 
c that this Author, who has been lately ſo much in vogue, has 
© neither ſenſe in his thoughts, nor Engliſh in his expreſſions,” 
DEnN1s, Rem. on Hom, Pref, p. 2. 91, &c. | 

Beſides theſe public-ſpirited reaſons, Mr. D. had a private 
one; which, by his manner of expreſſing in p. 92. appears to 
have been equally ſtrong. He was even in bodily fear of his life 
from the machinations of the ſaid Mr. P. The tory (ſays he) | 
<< is too long to be told, but who would be acquainted with it, 
& may hear it from Mr. Curl, my Bookſeller. — However, 
e what my reaſon has ſuggeſted to me, that I have with a juſt 
© confidence ſaid, in defiance of his two clandeſtine weapons, his 
« Slander and his Poiſen. Which laſt words of his book plainly 
diſcover Mr. D.'s fuſpicion was that of being porſoned, in like 
manner as Mr, Curl had been before him: of which fact ſee 4 
Full and true account of a horrid and barbarous revenge, ly poiſon, 
on the body of Edmund Curl, printed in 1716, the year antecedent 
to. that wherein theſe Remarks of Mr, Dennis were publiſhed, 
But what puts it beyond all queſtion, is a paſſage in a very warm 
_ treatiſe, in which Mr. D. was alſo concerned, price two pence, 
called A true character of Mr. Pope and bis writings, printed for 
S. Popping, 1716; inthe tenth page whereof he is ſaid ** to 
cc have inſulted people on thoſe calamities and diſeaſes which he 
c himſelf gave them, by adminiſtring Poiſon to them:“ and is 
called (p- 4.) © a lurking way-laying coward, and a ſtabber in 
*< the dark.“ Which (with many other things moſt lively 
t forth in that piece) muſt have rendered him à terror, not 


cwearing and ſupperleſs the Hero ſate, 116 
zlaſphem'd his Gods, the Dice, and damn d his Fate. 


REMARKS. 


o Mr, Dennis only, but to all chriſtian people. This charitable 
warning only provoked aur incorrigible Poet to write the follow- 
ing Epigram: 3 

Should Dennis publiſh, you had ſtabb'd your Brother, © | 

Lampoon'd your Monarch, or debauch'd your Mother; 

Say, what revenge on Dennis can be had? 

Too dull for laughter, for reply too mad: 

On one ſo poor you cannot take the law; 

On one ſo old your ſword you ſcom to draw: 

Uncag'd then let the harmleſs monſter rage, 

Secure in dulneſs, madneſs, want, and age. 


For the reſt; Mr. John Dennis was the ſen of a Sadler in Lon- 
don, born 1657, He paid court to Mr, Dryden ; and having 


obtained ſome correſpondence with Mr. Wycberly and Mr, Con- | 


greve, he immediately obliged the public with their Letters. 
He made himſelf known to the Government by many admirable 
ſchemes and projects; which the Miniftry, for reaſons beſt 
known to themſelves, conſtantly kept private. For his character, 
as a writer, it is given us as follows: Mr, Dennis is excellent at 
© Pindaric writings perfectly regular in all his performances, and a 
« perſon of ſound Learning. That he is maſter of a great deal of 
Penetration and Judgment, his criticiſms (particularly on Prince 
Arthur) do ſufficiently demonſtrate.” From thc ſame account 
it alſo appears that he writ Plays. more to get Reputation than 
iv Money,” DENN IS of himſelf, See Giles Jacob's Lives of 
Dram. Poets, p. 68, 69. compared with p. 286. 

VER, 109. Bays, form” d by nature, &c. 1 It is hoped the 
poet here hath done full juſtice to his Hero's character, which 


it were a great miſtake to imagine. was wholly ſunk in ſtupi- ; 


ety: he is allowed to have ſupported it with a wonderful mix- 
ture of Vivacity, This character is hGghtned according to his 
own deſire, in a Letter he wrote to our author. Pert and 
# dull at leaſt you might have allowed me, What! am 1 only 
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Then gnaw'd his Pen, then daſh'd it on the ground 
Sinking from thought to thought, a vaſt profound 


REMARK Ss. 


ce to be dull, and dull ſtill, and again, and for ever!“ He ther 
folemnly appealed to his own conſcience, that * he could not 
« think himſelf ſo, nor believe that our Poet did ; but that he 
ce ſpoke worſe of him than he could poſſibly think; and con- 
ee cluded it muſt be meerly to ſhew his Wit, or for forme: Proj 
c or Lucre to himſelf.” Life of C. C. chap. vii. and Letter 
to Mr. P. pag. 15. 40. 53. And to ſhew his claim to why 
the Poet was ſo unwilling to allow him, of being Pert as well z; 
dull, he declares he will have we laſt word ; which occafioned 
the following Epigram : 

Quoth Cibber to Pope, Tho? in Verſe you forecloſe, . 

T'11 have the laſt word; for by G—, I'll write proſe, 
- - Poor Colly, thy Rear ning is none of the ſtrongeſt, 
For know, the laſt Word is the Word that laſts longeſt, 
_ Ven, 112. Remembring ſbe berſelf cas Pertneſs once.] Thi 
Poet had told us, ver. 13. that this fair daughter of Night ani 
Chaos was got by them in their dotage; a time of life when 
Parents are moſt apt to ſpoil their children by too great indul. 

ence. It is not to be thought ſtrange therefore, that over-much 
careſſing ſhould make even Dulneſs herſelf pert, eſpecially in 
ber youth; though her own natural Alacrity was in ſinking, u 
yr Eravity. - Scr12t, 

„ V᷑rXũ. II3. Hane to Fortune | 7 ] Becauſe ſhe uſually ſhews favour 
10 perſons of this Character, who have a three-fold pretence 

ko it. 
| Wan. 115. ſupperleſs the Hero ſate,] It is amazing how the 
25 ante of this hath been miſtaken by all the former commentators 
who moſt idly ſuppoſe it to imply that the Hero of the poem 
- wanted a ſupper. In truth a great abſurdity ! Not that we. are 
ignorant that the Hero cf Homer's Odyſſey is frequently in that 
circumſtance, and therefore it can no way derogate from the 
grandeur of Epic Poem to repreſent fuch Hero under 2 
talemity, to which the greateſt, not only of Critics and Poets, 
hut of -Kipgs and Warriors have been ſubject. But much mot 
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Plung'd for his ſenſe, but found no bottom there, 


Yet wrote and flounder'd on, in mere deſpair, 120 
Round him much Embryo, much Abortion lay, 
Much future ons and n r | 


he TY Parra han 


m- VrR. 121. Round bim much Embryo &c. 1 In the hk 10. 
of WM tions thus, | 


ter He roll'd his Eyes that witneſs'd huge — 
lt Where yet uppawn'd, much learned lumber 

as Volumes, ' whoſe ſize the ſpace exactly fill'd, 

&d Or which fond authors were ſo good to gild, 


Or.where, by ſculpture made for ever known, 
The page admires new beauties not its own, . 
Here ſwells the ſhelf & c.— ; 


+ 
4 . 
. - 


IMITATION S, 


I Var. He roll'd bis eyes that witneſs a buge d: may. ; 9 
nd round he throws bis rat la 178 
en T bat wvitneſs' d buge Micr ion and dif diſmay. - | Mile, B. * 


. The progreſs of a bad poet in his thoughts, being {ke the pro- 
h greſs of the Devil in Milton) trove: Fl n might e | 
n ſuggeſt this imitation. | 


. 1 | A 4 80 : 5 
8 refined, I will venture to ſay, is the meaning of our ante; it 
was to give us obliquely, à curious precept, or, what Boſfy calls, 
8 diſguiſed ſentence, that © T emperance is the life of Study“ 
The language of poeſy brings all into aCtion ; and to repreſent 
2 Critic encompaſſed with books but without a ſupper, is a 
l picture which lively expreſſeth how much the true Critic prefers 
F the diet of the mind to that of the bedy, one of which he always 
5 caſtigates, and often totally — og the greater improvement 
; of the other. SCRIBL, 
: But fince the diſcovery of the true Hero of the poem, may 
we not add, that nothing was ſo natural, after ſo great a loſs of 
g Money at dice, or of Reputation by his Play, as that the Poet 
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Nonſenſe precipitate, like running Lead, 

That ſlip'd thro' Cracks and Zig-zags of the Head; 
All that on Folly Frenzy could beget, 125 
Fruits of dull Heat, and Sooterkins of Wit, 

Next o'er his Books his eyes began to roll, 

In pleaſing memory of all he ſtole, | 

How here he ſip'd, how there he plunder'd ſnug, 


And ſuck'd all o'er like an induſtrious Bug. 130 


Here lay poor Fletcher's half-eat ſcenes and here 
The Frippery of crucify'd Moliere; 

There hapleſs Shakeſpear, yet of Tibbald ſere, 
Wiſh'd he had blotted for himſelf before. 


REMARES. 


mould have no great ſtomach. to eat a ſupper ? Beſides, 1 wi 
well has the Poet confulted his Hero Character, in adding that 


be ſwore all the time? Bx ri. 


Ver: 131. poor Fletcher”s balf-eat ſeenes,] A great number 
ef them taken out to patch up his Plays. 

VI. 132. The Frippery] ** When I fitted up an old plays 
« it was as à good houſewife will mend old linen, when ſhe 
% has not better employment. Life, p. 277. Octavo. 
VX. 133. hapleſs Shakeſpear, &c.] It is not to be doubted 


but Bays was a ſubſcriber to Tibbald's Shakeſpear, He was 
frequently liberal this way; and, as he tells ns, ** ſubſcribed to 


* Mr. -ope's Homer, out of pure Generoſity and Civility; 


e but when Mr. Pope did ſo to his Nonjuror, he concluded it 


4 could be nothing but a joke. Letter to Mr. P. p. 24. 


This Tibbald, or Theobald, publiſhed an edition of Shaker 


ſpear, of which he was ſo proud himſelf as to ſay, in one of 


- Mift's Journals, June 8, That to expoſe any Errors in it 


« was impracticable.“ And in another, April 27, © That 
* whatever care might fer the future be taken by any other 


„ 
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The reſt on Out- ſide merit but preſume, 135 

Or ſerve like other Fools) to fill a room; 111 4 

Such with their ſhelves. as due proportion hold, 

Or their fond parents dreſt in red and gold; ' 

Or where the pictures for the page atone, 

And Quarles is ſav'd by beauties not his own. 140 

Here ſwells the ſhelf with Ogilby the great; 8 

There ſtamp* d with arms, Newcaſtle ſhines: com- 
oe : 


REMARKS. 


« Editor, he would ſtill give above five hundred Emendathons, 
« that ſball eſcape them all.“ 

Ver. 134. Wiſh'd be bed blotted) It was 4 ridiculous praiſe 
hich the Players gave to Shakeſpear, that he never blotted 
« line.“ Ben Johnſon honeſtly wiſh'd he had blotted a thou. 
ſand; and Shakeſpear would certainly have wiſhed the ſame, if 
he had lived to ſee thoſe alterations in his works, which, not 


the Actors only (and eſpecially the daring Hero of this Poem) 


have made on the Stage, but the preſumptuous Canes of our 
days in their Editions. 


VIR. 135. The reſ on Outſide merit &c.] This Library is 


divided into three parts: the firft conſiſts of thoſe authors from 


whom he ſtole, and whoſe works he mangled; the ſecond of 
ſuch as fitted the ſhelves, or were gilded for ſhew, or adorned 
with pictures; the third claſs our author calls ſolid learning, old 
bodies of Divinity, old Commentaries, old Engliſh Printers, or 


old Engliſh Tranſlations : all very voluminous , and fit to erect 
altars to Dulneſs, 


IMITATION $ 


Ver. 140. in the former Ed. 
The page admires new beauties not it's own. ' 
Miraturque novas frendes & non ſua poma. Vin Ceor, ii. 


110 THE DUNCIAD. Bock . 


Here all his ſuff ring brotherhood retire, 5 
And ſcape the martyrdom of jakes and fire: 

A Gothic Library of Greece and Rome 145 
Well purg'd, and * Settle, * and en 


0 | VAnIATIONS 


3 40 in the firſt Edit. it was 
Well-purg d, and worthy W- y, W——s and Bl— 
And in the following alter'd to Withers, Quarles and Blome, 
on which was the following note. 

It was printed in the ſurreptitious editions, Wh, W—;, 
who were perſons eminent for good life; the one writ the Lik 
of Chriſt in verſe, the other ſome valuable pieces in the lyric 
kind on pious ſubjects. Tow line is here reſtor'd n! to 


its original. 


« George Withers was a great pretender to Nase zeal 


ce ayainft the vices of the times, and abuſed the greateſt perſon- 
“ ages in power, which brought upon him frequent Correction. 
« The Marfhalſca and Newgate were no ſtrangers to him,” 
WinNSTANLYs SQuarles was as dull a writer, but an honeſter 
man. Blome s books are remarkable for their cuts. 


. 


3 141. Ogilby the great ;] John Ogilby was one, who 
te from a late initiation into literature, made ſuch a progreſs as 
« might well ſtyle him the prodigy of his time! ſending into 
<« the world ſo many large Volumes! His tranſlations of Homer 
*c and Virgil done to the life, and with ſuch excellent ſculptures: 
« And (what added great grace to his works) he printed them 
4e all on ſpecial good paper, and in a very good letter.” Win- 
STANLY, Lives of Poets. | 

Ver, 142, There, flampt wwith arms, Newcaſtle ſhines com- 
plete :] © The Ducheſs of Newcaſtle was one who buſied herſelf 
nin the raviſhing delights of Poetry; leaving to Poſterity in 
e print three ample Yolumes of her ſtudious endeavours.” Win- 
BTANLY, ibid, Langbaine reckons up eight Folios of he! 
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But, high above, more ſolid Learning ſhone, 
The Claſſics of an Age that heard of none 


There Caxton flept with Wynkyn at his fide, 149 
One claſp'd in wood, and one in ſtrong cow-hide ; + 


| RYXMAREKS. 

Crace's ; which were uſually adorned with gilded” covers, and 
had her coat of arms upon them. | 8 

VER. 146. Worthy Settle, Banks, and Broome.) The Poet has 
mentioned theſe three authors in particular, as they are par- 
alel to our Hero in his three capacities; 1, Settle was his Bro- 
ther Laureate; only indeed upon half-pay, for the City inftead 
of the Court; but equally famous for unintelligible flights in his 
poems on public occaſions, ſuch as ſhows, Birth-days, SCS. 1 
2. Banks was his Rival in Tragedy (tho more ſucceſsful) in one 7 
of his Tragedies, the Earl of Eſſex, which is yet alive: Anna "uf 
Boleyn, the Queen of Scots, and Cyrus the Great, are dead and ih 
zone, Theſe he dreſt in a ſort of Beggars Velvet, or a happy 5 
mixture of the thick Fuſtian and thin Proſaie; exactly imitated 
in Perolla and Ifidora, Ceſar in Egypt, and the Heroic Daugbter. Jo 
3. Broome was a ſerving man of Ben, Johnſon, who once picked 10 
uy a Comedy from his Betters, or from ſome caft fcenes of his | 
Maſter, not entirely contemptible, RY 

Vik. 147. More ſolid learning] Some have objeRed, that 
books of this fort ſuit not ſo well the library of our Bays, which 
they imagined conſiſted of Novels, Plays, and obſcene books; 
but they are to confider, that he furniſhed his ſhelves only for 
ornament, and read theſe books no more than the Dry bodies of. 
Drunity, which, no doubt, were purchaſed by his Father when 
he defigned him for the Gown. See the note on ver. zco, 

Ver. 149. Caxton] A Printer in the time of Edw, IV. Rich. 
HI. and Hen, VII; Wynkyn de Word, his fucceſſor,' in that 
of Hen. VII. and VIII. The former tranflated into profe Vir- 
zil's Æneis, as a hiſtory; of which he fpeaks, in bis proeme, 
in a very fingular manner, as of a book hardly known, © Hap- 
« pened that to my hande cam a lytyt book in frenche, whiche 
© late was tranſlated out of latyn by ſome noble elerke of 
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There, ſav'd by ſpice, like Mummies, many a yea 
Dry Bodies of Divinity appear: Re 
De Lyra there a dreadful front extends, Ini 


And here the groaning ſhelves Philemon bends, I * 


REMARKS. 


Fo 

« fraunce, which book is named Fneydes (made in latyn bW Q 

cc that noble poete & grete clerk Vyrgyle) which book I fave A 
« over and redde therein, How after the general! deftruccya 

« of the grete Troy, Eneas departed berynge his old fader anchi. 

“ ſes upon his ſholdres, his lytyl ſon yolas on his hande, bis pi 
«< wife wyth moche other people followynge, and how he 

ce ſhipped and departed; wythe all thyſtorye of his adventure D 

ce that he had er he cam to the atchievement of his conqueſt of WM V 

« ytaly, as all alonge ſhall be ſhewed in this prefent books, f 

& In whiche booke 1 had great playſyr, by cauſe of the fayr and 

c honeſt termes & wordes in frenche, whiche I never ſawe to 1 

& fore lyke, ne none ſo playſant ne fo well ordred; whiche 

& booke as me ſemed ſhold be moch requyſite to noble men 

(© to ſee, as wel for the eloquence as the hyſtoryes, How we 

cc that many hondred yerys paſſed was the ſayd booke of Eney 

« dos wyth other workes made and lerned dayly in ſcolis, eſpe- 

« cyally in ytally and other places, which hiſtorye the fayd 1 

„ Vyrgyle made in metre,” Jibbald quotes a rare paſſage from 

him in Mit: Journal of March 16, 1728, concerning a ftraurg: 

and mervayllouſo beaſte called Sagittarye, which he would hare 

Shakeſpsar to mean rather than Teucer, the Archer celebrated by 

Homer, 

VIX. 153. Nich. de Lyra, or Harpsfie}d, a very voluminons 

commentator, whoſe works, in five vaſt folios, were printed in 

1472. 

| Ven. 154, Philemon Holland Doctor in Phyſic, © He tran- 

c (lated ſo many books, that a man would think he had done 

cc — elſe ; inſomuch that he might be called Trarſltr 

« general of bis age. The books alone of his turning inte 


« Engliſh are ſufficient to make a Country n a compleat 
« Library.” WIxSTAXLY, 


3 


ren > > 6 


ar 


of theſe twelve volumes, twelve of ampleſt Size. 


Redeem'd from tapers. and defrauded pies, - N76 
Inſpir d he ſeizes: Theſe an altar raiſem 
An hecatomb of pure unſully d las 


That altar crowns: A folio Common-place 

Founds the whole pile, of all his works the baſe 160 

Quartos, octavos, ſhape the leſs'ning pyre; 

A twiſted Birth-day Ode completes the ſpire. 170 
Then he: Great Tamer of all human art! 

Firſt in my care, and ever at my heart; 


Dulneſs! whoſe good old cauſe I yet defend, - 166 


With whom my Muſe began, with whom ſhall end, 
Fer ſince Sir Fopling's Periwig was Praiſe, * 
To the laſt honours of the Butt and Bays: | 


VARIATIONS. 


Vzr. 162. A twiſted Kc. ] in the former Ed. 
And laft, a little Ajax tips the Spire, 


Var. a livele Ajax] in duodecimo, tranſlated from $ophocles by ; 


Tibbald. 


R E M AA K 8. 
Vxe. 167. E'er ſince Sir Fopling's Periwig] The fielt viſible 


cauſe of the paſſion of the Town for our Hero, was a fair flaxen 


tull-bottom'd Periwig, which, he tells us, he wore in his firſt 
play of the Fool in faſhion, It attracted, in a particular man- 
ner, the Friendſhip of Col, Brett, who wanted to purchaſe it, 


IMITATIONS by = 
Ven . 166, With wbem my Muſe began, with whom foall exd, ] 


A te principium, tibi deſinet.— Virg. Ecl. viii. 
Ex Ag dgywjpro 3a, 8 tg Ala dt Mycar | Theoc, 
Prima die mihi, ſumma dicende Camena, Hor. 


Vol. V. a 


114 THE DUNCIAD. Bock l. 
O thcu! of Bus'neſs the directing ſoul ! | 
To this our head like biaſs to the bowl, 170 
Which, as more pond'rous, made its aim more true, 
Obliquely wadling to the mark in view : 

O!] ever gracious to perplex'd mankind, 

Still ſpread a healing miſt before the mind ! 

And, left we err by Wit's wild dancing light, 17 
Secure us kindly in our native night. 

Or, if to Wit a coxcomb make pretence, 

Guard the ſure barrier between that and Senſe; 


tixs 1 VARIATIONS. 

Vrs. 177. Or, if to Wit, &c.] In the former Ed. 
Ah! ftill o'er Britain ſtretch that peaceful wand, 
Which lulls th* Helvetian and Batavian land; 
Where rebel to thy throne if Science riſe, 

She does but ſhew her coward face and dies: 
There thy good Scholiafts with unweary' d pains 
Make Horace flat, and humble Maro's ſtrains: 
Here ftudious I unlucky moderns ſave, 
Nor ſleeps one error in its father's grave, 
Old puns reſtore, loſt blunders nicely ſeek, 
And crucify poor Shakeſpear once a week. 
For thee ſupplying, in the worſt of days, 
Notes to dull books, and prologues to dull plays; 
Not that my quill to crities was confin' d, 
My verſe gave ampler leſſons to mankind 
So graveſt precepts may ſucceſsleſs prove, 
But fad examples never fail to move. 
As fore'd from wind-guns, @c. 


REMARKS. | 


c Whatever r (ſays he) Philoſophers may have for a 
„ fine Periwig, my fri 


end, who was not to deſpiſe the world 
but to live in it, knew very well that ſo material an article 


0 
A 
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Or quite unravel all the reas'ning thread, —_. 


And hang ſome curious cobweb in its fone 180 


VARIATIONS. 


Var, Nor ſleeps one error —Old puns reſtore, bft blunger;, &c.] 
As where he [Tibbald] laboured to prove Sbakeſpear guilty of 
terrible Angchroniſms, or low Conundrums, which Time had 
cover'd ; and converſant in ſuch authors as Caxton and Wynkyn, 
rather than in Homer or Chaucer, Nay, ſo far had he Joſt his 
reverence to this .incomparable author, as to ſay in print, He 
deſerwd to be wwhipt. An infolence which nothing ſure can 
parallel! but that of Dennis, who can be proved to have declared 
before company, that Shakeſpear was a Raſcal. O temporg! C 
mores / 

Var. And erucify poor Shakeſpear once a nveek,] For ſome time, 
once a week or fortnight he printed in Miſt's Journal a fingle 
remark or poor conjecture on ſome word or pointing of Sbale- 
ſpear, either in his own name, or in letters to himſelf as from 
others without name. Upon theſe ſomebody made this Epi- 

ram, 
« "Tis gen'rous, Tibbald! in thee and thy brothers, 

« To help us thus to read the works of others: 
Never for this can juſt returns be ſhown ; 
„% For who will hel e'er to read thy own? * 

V.r, Notes to dull bo an trologues to dull plays;]. As to 
Cook's Hefiod, where ſometimes a note, and ſometimes even 
balf a note, are carefully owned by him: And to Moore's Comed 
of the Rival Modes, and other authors of the ſame rank: Thef. 
were people who writ about the year 1726, 


REMARKS. 


&« of dreſs upon the head of a man of ſenſe, if it became him, 

© could never fail of drawing to him a more partial Regard and 

6 Benevolence, than could poſſibly be hoped for in an ill made 

one. This, perhaps, may ſoften the grave cenſure, which ſo 

« youthful a purchaſe might otherwiſe have laid upon him. In 

© word, he made his attack upon this Periwig, as your young 
I 2 | 
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115 THE DUN CIA D. Bock I. 


As, forc'd from wind- guns, lead itſelf can fly, 
And pond'rous ſlugs cut ſwiftly thro' the ſky ; 
As clocks to weight their nimble motion owe, 

The wheels above urg'd by the load below: 
Me Emptineſs, and Dulneſs could inſpire, 18; 
And were my Elaſticity, and Fire. | 
Some Dzmon ſtole my pen (forgive th' offence) 
And once betray'd me into common ſenſe: | 
Elſe all my Proſe and Verſe were much the fame; 
This, proſe on ſtilts; that, poetry fall'n lame. 190 
Did on the ſtage my Fops appear confin'd? 

My Life gave ampler leſſons to mankind. 

Did the dead Letter unſucceſsful prove ? 

The briſk Example never fail'd to move. 


REMARK $ 


ce fellows generally do upon a lady of pleafure, firſt by a few 
familiar praiſes of her perſon, and then a civil enquiry into 
& the price of it; and we finiſhed our bargain that night over 
ce a dottle.” See Life, octavo, p. 303. This remarkable Peri- 
wig uſually made its entrance upon the ſtage in a ſedan, brought 
in by two chairmen, with infinite approbation of the audience. 


VER. 178, 179. Guard the ſure barrier Or quite unravil, 
Sc.] For Vit or Reaſoning are never greatly hurtful to Dulneſs, 
but when the firſt is founded in Truth, and the other in Uſe- 


Fulneſs. | 

VER. 18 1. As, forc'd from wind-guns, &c.] The thought of 
theſe four verſes is found in a poem of our Author's of a very 
early date (namely written at fourteen years old, and ſoon after 
printed) to the Author of a poem called Succeſſio, 


Book IJ. THE DUN CIA. 117 
Yet ſure, had Heav'n decreed to ſave the State, 195 
Heav'n had decreed theſe works a longer date. 

Could Troy be ſav'd by any ſingle hand, _ 
This grey-gooſe weapon muſt have made her ſtand. 
What can I now? my. Fletcher caſt aſide, 2 
Take up the Ne we my better guide? 200 


; v 4 R IATIO N 8, 
VER. 195. Yet ſure, bad Heaven, &c. ] In the former Ed. 
Had Heav'n decreed ſuch works a longer date, 
Heav'n had decreed to ſpare the Grubſtreet- ſtate. 
But ſee great Settle to the duſt deſcend, 5 
And all thy cauſe and empire at an end! 
Could Troy be ſav'd . 


REMARKS, 


, Vin, 198. —grey-gu%ſe weapon] Alluding to the old Engliſi 
weapon, the arrow of the long bow, which was fletched with 
the feathers of the grey-gooſe. 

VER. 199. my Fletcher] A familiar manner of ſpeaking, uſed 
by modern Critics, of a favourite author, Bays might as juſtl 


ſpeak thus of Fletcher, as a French Wit did of Tully, ſeeing his 


works in 3 library, © Ah! mon cher Ciceron! je le connois 
« bien; c'eſt le meme que Marc Tulle.” But he had a better 
title to * Fletcher þis ezvn, having made ſo free with him. 
VER, 200. Tale up the Bible, once my better guide ?] When, 
according to his Father's intention, he had been a Clergyman, or 


4 he thinks himſelf) a Biſhop of the Church of f Lacie. 


IMITATIONS. 


Ver. 195. Had Heav'n decreed, &c.] 
Me fi cœlicolæ voluiſſent ducere vitam, 
Has mihi ſervaſſent ſedes, ——— Virg. En. ii. 
VII. 197, 198. Could Trey be ſav d bi: grey-gooſe zveapon] 
Si Pergama dextra 
Nefendi poſſent, etiam hac defenſa fuiſſent, Virg. ibid, 
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11s THE DUNCIAD. Bock l. 
Or tread the path by vefit'rous Heroes trol, 
This Box my Thunder, this right-hand my God? 
Or chair'd at White's amidſt the Doctors fit, 
Teach Onths to Gameſters, and to Nobles Wit? 
Or bidſt thou rather Party to embrace? 205 
(A friend to Party thou, and all her race; | 
"Tis the ſame rope at diff rent ends they twiſt ; 

To Dulneſs Ridpath is as dear as Miſt.) 


REMARKS. 

Hear his own words : © At the time that the fate of K. Jamet, 
6 the Prince of Orange, and myſelf were on the anvil, Provi- 
« dence thought fit to poſtpone mine, till theirs were deter- 
e mined: But had my father carried me a month ſooner to the 
&« Univerſity, who knows but that purer fountain might have 
« waſhed my Imperfections into a capacity of writing, inſtead 


40 of Plays and annual Odet, Sermons and Paſtoral Letters?“ 
Apology for his Life, chap. wi. | 


Had a Modeſt and upright appearance, no air of over- bearing; 
but, like true Maſters of Arts, were only habited in Sack and 
wwbitec They were juſtly filed ſebriles and graves, but not al- 


- ways irrefragabries, being ſometimes etamined, and, by a nice 
diſtinction, dlwibed and laid open. 6 Sear, 


This learned Critic is to be underſtood allegoritally: The 

-D6eETors in this place mean no more than falſe Dice, a Cant 

- phraſe uſed amongſt Gumeſters. 80 the meaning of theſe four 

. fongrous lines is only this, © Shall I play fair, or foul ?” 

VxA. 208, Ridpath—Mifi,] George Ridpath, author of 2 

Whig paper, called the F lying-poſt 3 Nathanael Miſt, of a fa- 

mous Tory Journal. | 

ImiTATIONS. | : 


VIX. 202, This Box my Thunder, this right-band my God 1 
i Dextra mihi Deus, & telum quod miſſile libro. 
big! 2 ff ' Virgil of the Gods of Mezentius, 


F 


Ver. 203. at White's amidſt the Doctors Theſe Doctots 


And cackling ſave the Monarchy of Tories? 


„powers, as the Geeſe by their cackling defended the Romans, 


Book I. THE, DUNCIAD. 119 
Shall I, like Curtius, deſpꝰ rate in my zeal, 209 
O'er head and ears plunge for the Commonweal ? : 
Or rob Rome's ancient geeſe of all their glories, | 
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RE MARES. 


n 


Ver, 211. Or rob Rome's ancient geeſe of all their glories,] 
Relates to the well-known Rory of the geeſe that ſaved the Ca- 
pitol ; of which Virgil, n, viii. £19 ko 7. = 

Atque hic aurktis volitans argenteus anſer 

Porticibus, Gallos in limine adeſſe canebat. 
A paſſage I have always ſuſpected. Who ſees not the antitheſis 
of auratis and argente:rs to be unworthy the Virgilian majeſty > 
And what abſurdity to ſay a gooſe ſings? cancbat. Virgil gives a 
contrary character of the, voicc-of this filly bird, in Ecel. ix. 


—— argutos intcrfirepere anſer olores. | 
Read it therefore, adeſſe ſtrepebat. And why auratis porticih:rs © 
does not the very verſe preceding this inform us, { 
Romuleoque recens horrebat regia culmo, * Th 
Is this hatch in one line, and gold in another, conſiſtent ? I ſeru- 1 
ple not (repugnantibus omnibus manuſcriptis) to correct it auritts. "Ti 
Horace uſes the ſame epithet in the ſame ſenſe, | 

Auritas fidibus canoris 
Ducere quercus. 5 
And to ſay that walls have cars is common even to a proverb. 

| W 8 |  SCRIBL. 
VR. 212. And cackling ſave the Monarchy of Tories ? | Not 
out of any preference or affection to the Tories. For what 
Hobbes ſo ingenuovſly confefſes of himſelf, is true of all Mi- 
niſterial- writers whatſoever: That he defends the ſupreme 


* who held the Capitol; for they favoured them no more than 
* the Gauls, their Enemies, but were as ready to have defended 
© the Gauls, if they had been poſſeſſed of the capite!.”” Epiſt. 
Dedic, to the Leviathan, | . 
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ER THE DUN CIA D. 
Hold—to the Miniſter I more incline ; 


Book], 


To ſerve his cauſe, O Queen! is ſerving thine, 
And'ſee! thy very Gazetteers give o'er, 2 ; 
Ev'n Ralph repents, and Henly writes no more, 
What then remains? Ourſelf. Still, till remain 
Cibberian forehead, and Cibberian brain. 


This brazen Brightneſs, to the Squire ſo dear; 


This poliſh'd Hardneſs, that refle&s the Peer: 220 
This arch Abſurd, that wit and fool delights ; 


This Meſs, toſs'd up of Hockley. hole and White's; 
Where Dukes and Butchers . Jon to wreathe my 


Crown, 
At once the Bear 'and Fiddle of the town. 


VARIATIONS, 


Vers, 213. Hold—to the Minifter—] In the former Edit, 
Yes to my Country I my pen conſign, 
Yes, from this moment, mighty Miſt ! am thine, 


VER. 215. Gazetterrs] A band of miniſterial writers, hired 
ar the price mentioned in the note on book ii, ver. 3 16. who, 
on the very day their patron quitted his poſt, laid down their pa- 
per, and declared they would never more meddle in Politics, 

Vx. 218. Cioberian ferebead] So indeed all the MSS, read, 
Ent 1 make no ſcruple to pronounce them all wrong, the Laure- 
ate being elſewhere celebrated by our Poet for his great Me- 
de y- modęſt Cibber—Read, therefore, at my peril, Cerberian 
ſerehead. This is iO; claſſical, and, what is more, He- 


merical; the Dog was the ancient, as the-Bitch is the modern, 


ymbol of Impudence: (Ku; r ixwv, ſays Achilles to 
Agamemnon) which, when in a ſuperlative degree, may well 
he denominated from Cerberus, the Dog with three heads, But 
as to the latter part of this verſe, Cibberian brain, that is cer- 
tanly the genuine reading. BERNTI. 


1 NBook I. THE DUNCIAD. 27 
O born in ſin, and forth in folly brought! 225 
Works damn'd, or to be damn'd ! (your father” 8 fault) 
Co, purify'd by flames aſcend the ſky, 
My better and more chriſtian progeny ! 
Unſtain'd, untouch'd; and yet in maiden' ſheets ; 
While all your l ** 1 the nen 230 


end 1ON$.,' 
VER. 225, 0 * in ſix, &c. ] In the former Edit, 


Adieu, my Children! better thus expire 
Vn: ſtall'd, unſold; thus glorious mount in fire, 
Fair without ſpot ; "than greas'd by grocer's hands, 
Or ſhipp'd with Ward to Ape-and-monkey lands, 
Or wafting ginger, round the ſtreets to run, 
And viſit Ale-houſe, where ye firſt begun. 
With that he lifted thrice the ſparkling: brand, 
_ thrice he dropp'd it, &c. 8 - 


| IuITATIONS. 


Var, And vifit Ale-bouſe] Waller on the Navy, 
Thoſe tow'rs of Oak o'er fertile plains may go, 
And viſit mountains where they once did grow. 


— aff 


0 


„ Ra 
c Ver. 225, O born in fin, &c.] This is a pier and paſ. 
| ſionate Apoſtrophe to his own works, - which he is going to ſa- 
crifice, agreeable to the nature of man in great affliction; and 
reflecting like a parent on the many u h N. fates Rs 
they would otherwiſe be ſubject. 

VER. 228. My better and more chriſtian 8 * FD ad 


IMITATIONS. 
Ver. 229. unſtain'd, untouch d, &c.| 
Felix Priamiia virgo! 
juſſa mori: quæ ſortitus non pertulit ullos, 
Nec victoris heri tetigit captiva cubile! 


Nos, patria incenſa, diverſa per æquora vectæ, Tc, 
Virg. En. iii. 
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122 THE DUNCIAD. Book j. 


Ye ſhall not beg, like gratis-given Bland, _ 
Sent with a Paſs, and vagrant thro' the land; 
Not ſail with Ward, to Ape-and-monkey climes, 
Where vile Mundangus trucks for viler rhymes : 
Not ſulphur-tipt, emblaze an Ale-houſe fire ; 235 
Not wrapt up Oranges, to pelt your fire! 
O! paſs more innocent, in infant ſtate, 

To the mild Limbo of our Father Tate: 

Or peaceably forgot, at once be bleſt _ 

In Shadwell's boſom with eternal Reft! EDIT 7 


AG a Ba: 


ce be obſervable, that my muſe and my ſpouſe were equally pro- 
1 lific; that the one was ſeldom the mother of a Child, but in 
c the ſame year the other made me the father of a Play. [ 
think we had a dozen of each fort between us; of both 
e which kinds ſome died in their Infancy,” Sc. Life of C. C. 
p. 217. 8 vo edit. 

VX. 231, gratis: given Bland, —Sent with a Paſs,] It wa: 
practice ſo to give the Daily Gazetteer and minifterial p:m- 
phlets (in which this B. was a writer) and to ſend them Peſt 
free to all the Towns in the kingdom; 

Ves. 233—with Ward, to Ape- and-monkey climes, | Ed- 
«ward Ward, a very voluminous poet in Hudibraſtic verſe, 
c but beft Egon by the London Spy, in proſe. He has of 
* fate years kept a public houſe in the City, (but in a genteel 
% way) and with his wit, humour, and good liquor (ale) af. 
% forded his zueſts a pleaſurable entertainment, eſpecially t thoſe 
ic of the high-chureh party. Jacos, Lives of Poets, vol. ii, 
p. 225. Great number of his works were yearly ſold into the 
Plantations.— Ward, in a book called Apollo's Maggot, de- 
clared this account to be a great falſity, proteſting that his pub- 
lc houſe was not in the City, but in Moorfelds. 

Ver, 238, 240, Tate—Shadwel!] Two of his predece lor 
in the Laurel. 


J. Nek I. THE DUNCIAD. 125 
con to that maſs of Nonſenſe to return, $ 
Where things deſtroy'd are ſwept to things unborn, / 

With that, a Tear (portentous ſign of Grace!) 
Sole from the Maſter of the ſev'nfold Face: 


And thrice he dropt it from his quiv'ring hand; 

Then lights the ſtructure, with averted eyes: 

The rowling ſmoke involve the ſacrifice. 

The op'ning elouds difctoſe each work by turns, 
Now flames the Cid, and now Perolla burns; 2 50 


| VAIAIIATIONS. 
Ven, 250. Now flames the Cid, Sc.] In the former Edit. 
Now flames old Memnon, now Rodrigo burns, 
la one quick flaſh ſee Proſerpine expire, 

And laſt, his own cold Æſchylus took fire. 
Then guſh'd the Tears, as from the Trojan's eyes 
When the laſt blaze & c. 50 

Var. Now flames old Memnon, now Rodrigo burns, 
In one guick flaſb ſee Proſerpine expire. 


| 


ES - REMARKS, nd | 
: VER. 243. With that, à Tear f pertemtous fign of Grace!) &e.] 


f It is to be obſerved that our Poet hath made his Hero, in imi- 
| tation of Virgil's, obaoxious to the tender Paſſions, He was in- 


deed ſo given to Weeping, that he tells us, when Goodman the 


flayer ſwore, if he did not mate = good actor, he d be damm d; 
the ſurpriſe of being commended by one, who had been hitn- 


te ſelf ſo eminent on the ſtage, and in ſo poſitive a manner, was 


c more than he could ſupport. In a word (ſays he) it almoſt 
„ took away my breath, and (laugh if you pleaſe) fairly drew 
« rears from my eyes P. 149. of his Life, octa vo. 
Vit. 250. Nero flames the Cid, e.] In the firſt Notes on the 
Dunciad it was ſaid, that this Author was particularly excellent 
at Tragedy, © This (ſays he) is as wnjult as to ſay ] could not 


* 


Ind thrice he lifted high the Birth-day brand, Pa. : 


124 THE DUNCIAD. Book, boo! 


Great Cæſar roars, and hifſes in the fires; No: 
King err in ſilence modeſtly expires : ELLE Mol 
ea 
VAnIATIONS., DE Wh 
Memnen, 2 Jes] in the Perfian Princeſs, very apt to per fire, az 
appears by theſe lines, with which he begins the play, 
By heav'n it fires my frozen blood with rage, 
And makes it ſcald my aged trunk. * 


Rodrigo, the chief perſonage of the Perfidio tous Brotber (a play med 
written between Tibbald and a Watch-maker.) The Rape of Tra 
Proſerpine, one of the Farces of this Author, in which Ceres ſei- Ml '* l 
ting fire toa corn field, , endangered the N of the Play. 
hovſe. | 
Var. And lf, bis own cold /Eſchylus took fire] He had been He 
(to uſe an expreſſion of our Poet) about Æſcbylus for ten year, Ml ©! 
and had received ſubſcriptions for the ſame, but then went a,ẽj Wl © 
other books, The character of this tragic Poet is Fire ani MW © 
Boidneſs in a high degree, but our author ſuppoſes it very much * 
cooled by the tranſlation; upon Gght of a ſpecimen, of which Was | 
made this Epigram, Pp 
© Alas! poor Z#ſchylus! unlucky Dog! | 
«© Whom once a Lobſter kill d, and now a 
But this is a grievous error, for Aſchylus was not ſlain by the fall 
of a Lobſter on his head, but of a nn tefle Val. Marx. |, 
ix. cap. 12. ; 75 So)eœn iI. 


RE MAA RS. 


ee dance on a Rope. But certain it is that he bad Ja 

-to dance on this Rope, and fell moſt ſhamefully, having produc- 

ed no leſs than four Tragedies (the names of which the Poet pre- 

. ſerves in theſe few lines) the three firſt of them were fairly print- 
ed, ated, and damned; the fourth ſupprefled in fear of the like 
treatment. 


ET; 
VIX. 245. And thrice be lifted high the Birth-day brend,] 
Ovid, of Althza on a like occaſion, burning her offspring: 
Tum conata quater flammis imponere-torrem, 
. Ecepta quater tenuit. 


No merit now the dear Nonjuror claims _. + 
Moliere's old ſtubble in a moment flames. 8 
Tears guſh'd again, as from pale Priam's eyes 295 
When the laſt blaze ſent Ilion to the ſkies. - L 


| REMARKS. 


VER. 253. the dear Nenjuror —Moliere' s old Bubble] 1 Co- 
medy threſhed out of Moliere's Tartuffe, and ſo much the 
Tranſlator's favourite, that he aſſures us all our author's diſlike 
to it could only ariſe from diſalfection to the Government : 

Qui mepriſe Cotin, n'eſtime point ſon Roi, 

Et n'a, ſelon Cotin, ni Dieu, ni foi, ni loi. —_ 
He aſſures us, that © when he bad the honour to kiſs his Ma- 
« jeſty's hand upan preſenting his dedication of it, he was 
« graciouſly pleaſed out of his Royal bounty, to order him 


« two hundred pounds for it, And * no Goubts not grieved 


« Mr. P.“ 


VII, 286. When the laft blaze fort Then to the fhies.] See 


Virgil En. ii, where I would adviſe the reader to peruſe the 


Kory of Troy's deſtruction, rather than in Wynkyn, But 1 


caution him alike in both to beware of a moſt grievous error, 
that of thinking it was brought about by I know not what Tro- 
jan Horſe ; there having never been any ſuch thing, For, firſt, 
it was not Trojan, being made by the Greeks; and, ſecondly, 
it was not a horſe, but a mare. This is clear from many verſes 
in Virgil: 


Uterumque armato milite complent, — 
Incluſos utero Danaos | 
Can a horſe be ſaid Utero gerere? Again, bal 2 
Vteroque recuſſo, ; ; 
Infonnere cavæ | 8 
| n utero ſonitum quater arma dedere. 
IMITATIONS, 
Ven. 250. Now flames the Cid, &c.] 
Jam Detphobi dedit ampla ruinam, 


Vulcano ſuperante domus ; Jam proximus ardet 
Ucalegon, =oom—— 
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126 THE DUNCIAD. Bok 
Rowz d by the light, old dulneſs heav'd the head, 


Then ſnatch'd a ſheet of Thule from her bed. Aſce 
Sudden ſhe flies, and whelms it 0'er the pyre Thi 
Down ſink the flames, and with a hiſs expire. 260M The 
Her ample preſence fills up all the place; Hel 

A veil of fogs dilates her awful face: An 
Great in her charms! as when on Shrieves aud May's 1 
She looks, and breathes herſelf into their airs. Pre 


She bids him wait her to her ſacred Dome: 26; He 
Well pleas'd he enter'd, and confeſs d his home. Ne 


REMARKS, 
Nay, is it not expreſly ſaid 
Scandit fatalis machina muros 
Feta armis | 
How is it poſſible the word farts can agree with a berſek An 
Indeed can it be conceived that the chaſte and virgin Goddeſs Pal 
las would emplay herſelf in forming and faſhioning the Male of 
that ſpecies? But this ſhall be proved to a demonſtration in ow 
Virgil reſtored. SCRIBL, 
VII. 258, Thule] An elde poem of that name, of 
which one ſheet was printed many years ago, by Amb, Philips, 
a northern author, It is an uſual method of putting out a fire, 
to caſt wet ſheets upon it, Some critics have been of opinion 
that this ſheet was of the nature of the Aſbeſtos, which cannot 
be conſumed by fire: But I rather think it an allegorical a. 
on to the coldneſs and heavineſs of the writing. | 
VER. 265 ſacred Deme:] Where he no ſooner enters, but he 
reconoitres the place of his original; as Plato ſays the ſpirits ſhall, 
at their entrance into the celeſtial regions, 
| IMITATIONS, h 
VR. 265, Great in her charms ! as when on Shriewes and May n. 
Sbe looks and breathes herſelf into their ait. 
Alma parens confeſſa Deam ; qualiſque videri 
Celicolis, & quatita ſolet— " Virg. En. ii, 
Et lætos oculis afflavit honores. Id. En. i. 


$ 2 03 


Bock 1. THE DUN CIA D. 127 
So, Spirits ending their terreſtrial race, i 
Aſcend, and recognize their Native Place. f 
This the great Mother dearer held than all 269 
The clubs of Quidnuncs, or her own Gwldhall : -- 
Here ſtood her opium, here ſhe nurs'd her Owls, 
And here fhe plann'd th'Imperial ſeat of Fools. 
Here to her Choſen all her works ſhe ſhews 

Proſe ſwell'd to verſe, verſe loit'ring into proſe : 
How random thoughts now meaning chance to find 
Now leave all memory of ſenſe behind: 276 


VARIATIONS, 


| After ver. 268. in the former Ed. followed theſe two lines, 
Raptur d he gazes round the dear retreat, 
And in ſweet numbers celebrates the ſeat. | "i 
Var. Aud in feveet numbers celebrates the ſeat.] Tibbald writ a Ka 
poem called the Cave of Poverty, which concludes with a 
extraordinary with, © 'That fome great genius, or man of diftin- 
« xuiſh'd merit may be farved, in order to celebate her power, 
«6 22 hor Care,” It was printed in octavo ms 


REMARKS, 


VĩX. ho. Great Mother] Magna mater, here — to 


Dalaeſſt. The Quiduumcs, a name given to the ancient members 
Temme en elvis. eee ... 
war? what news ? 
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IN ITATI10O 8. 
Vr. 269. This the Great Mother, e. 
Urbs antiqua fuit 
Quam Juno fertur terris magis omnibus unam 
Poſthabita coluiffe Samo: hic illus arma, 
Hic currus fuit: hic regnum Dea gentibus effe | 
(i qua fata finant) jam tum denne foretque, virg. Æ. i, 
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 Hnce fully « confuted all Sarcaſms on his learning : and was by an Wi 
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How Prologues into Prefaces decay, + + S 
And theſe to Notes are fritter'd quite way:: Witl 
How Index-learning turns no ſtudent pale, aud 
Yet holds the cel of ſcience by the tail: 280 Wm 
How, with leſs reading than makes felons ſcape, pere 
Leſs human genius than God gives an ape, Wy 


Small thanks to France, and none to Rome or Greece, '& 
A paſt, vamp'd, future, old, reviv'd, new piece, He 
Twixt Plautus, Fletcher, Shakeſpear, and Corneille, 
Can make a' Cibber, Tibbald, or Ozell, 286 


REMARKS, - 


Vrn. 236. Tibba!d,] Lewis Tibbald (as pronounced), or 
Theobald (as written) was bred an Attorney, and ſon to an 


Attorney (ſays Mr. Jacob) of Sittenburn in Kent. He was 


Author of ſome forgotten plays, Tranſlations and other pieces, 
He was concern'd in a paper called the Cenſor, and a Tran(- 
lation of Ovid. There is a notorious Idiot, one height Wha- 
& chum, who, from an under-ſpur-leather to the law, is become 
« an under-ſtrapper to the tHay-houſe, who hath lately but- 
« leſqued the Metamorphoſes of Ovid by a vile Tranſlation; &e, 
«© This fellow is concerned in an impertinent paper called the 
« Cenſor.” DzxN1s Rem. on Pope's Hom. p. 9, 10. 
* Ibid. Ozel/.] “ Mr. John Ozell (if we credit Mr. Jacob) 
«©. did go to ſchool in l. eiceſterſhire, where ſomebody left hin 
cc ſomet bing to live on, when he ſhall retire from buſineſs, He 
« was deſigned to be ſent to Cambridge, in order for prieft- 
& hood; but he choſe rather to be placed in an effice of accounts, 
4. in the City, being qualified for the ſame by his ſkill in ar:t6- 
cc metic, and writing the neceſſary bands. He has obliged: the 
4c world with many tranſlations of French Plays.“ Ja con, 
« Lives of Dram. Poets, p. 198. 11 
Mr. Jacob's character of Mr. Ozell ſeems vaſtly mort of his . } 
merits, and he ought to have further juſtice done him, having 1 


Book IJ. THE DUNCIA D. 129 
The Goddeſs then o'er his anointed head, 

With myſtic words, the ſacred Opium ſhed. 

And lo! her bird, (a monſter of a fowl, 
Something betwixt a Heideggre and owl,) 290 
Perch'd on his crown. All hail ! and hail again, 
My ſon ! the promis'd land expects thy reign. 

know, Euſden thirſts no more for ſack or praiſe ; 
He ſleeps among the dull of ancient days; 


VARIATION s. 

Ve. 293. Know, Euſden &c.] in the former Ed. 
Know, Settle, cloy'd with cuſtard and with praiſe, 
Is gather'd to the dull of ancient days, 

Safe where no critics damn, no duns moleſt, 

Where Gildon, Banks, and high-born Howard reſt. 
1 ſee a King! who leads my choſen ſans | 
To lands that flow with clenches and with puns: 
Till each fam'd theatre my empire own; 

Till Albion, as Hibernia, bleſs my throne! 

1 ſee! I ſee !—Then rapt ſhe ſpoke no more, 

God fave King Tibbald! Grubſtreet alleys roar. 


So when Jove's block &c. 


FER RE MARK S. CO | 
alvertifement of Sept. 20, 1729. in a paper called the weekly 
Medley, &c, © As to my learning, this envious Wretch knew, 
„and every body knows, that the wvboe Bench of Biſhops, not 
“ long ago, were pleaſed to give me a purſe of guineas, for diſ- 
covering the erroneous tranſlations of the common-prayer 
" in Portugueſe, Spaniſh, - French, Italian, Sc. As for my 
genius, let Mr. Cleland ſhew better verſes in all Pope's 
* works, than Ozell's verſion of Boileau's Lutrin, which the 
„ late Lord Halifax was ſo pleaſed with, that he complimented 
* him with leave to dedicate it to him, Sc. Let him ſhew 
better and truer Poetry in the Rape of the Lock, than in, 
i Ozell's Rape of the Bucket {la Secchia rapira.} And Mr, 

Vor. V. N 
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7 Safe, where no Critics damn, no duns moleſt, 29 IB. 
1 Where wretched Withers, Ward, and Gildon ref, II. 
{ And high-born Howard, more majeſtic fire, Ar 
1 With Fool of Quality completes the quire. Li 
i Thou, Cibber! thou, his Laurel ſhalt ſupport, Le 
. [a Folly, my ſon, has ftill a Friend at Court. 300 Wu 
i Lift up your Gates, ye Princes, ſee him come! An 


Sound, ſound ye Viols, be the Cat-call dumb! Gi 


PP ͤ —˙——— 
o — P — 


REMARKS, 


p ͤ———ü— — ᷑ͥ . 2 A re 
4 — — 
aries be, or ng 
2 4 . 
* — — p 


« Toland and Mr. Gildon publickly declared Ozell's tranſ. 
c tion of Homer to be, as it was prior, ſo likewiſe ſuperior to Wl the 
ce Pope's. —Surely, ſurely, every man is free to deſerve well Wl tha 


« of his country!” Jonxx OzELr, in 
We cannot but ſubſcribe to ſuch reverend teſtimonies, „ as thoſe Ml tio! 
of the Bench of Biſhops, Mr. Toland, and Mr, Gildon, pot 
VIX. 290. A Heideggre.] A ſirangs bird from Switzerland, WI Co 
and not (as ſome have ſuppoſed) the name of an eminent perſon Ml ace 
who was a man of parts, and, as was ſaid of Petronius, Arbitr Wl the 
Elegantiarum. an 
VIX. 296, Withers, ] See on ver. 146. in 


Ibid. Gildon] Charles Gildan, a writer of criticiſms and libel 
of the laſt age, bred at St, Omer's with the Jeſuits: but re- 
nouncing popery, he publiſhed Blount's books againſt the Diri- 
nity of Chriſt, the Oracles of Reaſon, &c. He fignalizei 
himſelf as a critic, having written ſome very bad Plays; abuſcd 
Mr, P. very ſcandalouſly in an anonymous pamphlet of the Lie 
of Mr, Wycherley, printed by Curl; in another, called the New 
Rehearſal, printed in 1714; in a third, entitled the Complete 

Art of Engliſh Poetry, in two volumes ; and others, 

VR. 297. Howard,] Hon. Edward Howard, author of the 
Britiſh Princes, and a great number of wonderful pieces, cele- 
brated by the late Earls of Dorſet and * Duke of Buck. 
ingham, Mr. Waller, &c. 
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95 Bring, bring the madding Bay, the dranken Vine ; 

The creeping, dirty, courtly Ivy join. 

And thou! his Aid de camp, lead on my ſons, 30g 

Light-arm'd with Points, Antitheſes, gnd Puns. 

Let Bawdry, Billinſgate, my daughters dear, 

Support his front, and Oaths bring up the rear: 

And under his, and under Archer's wing, 309 

Gaming and Grub-ftreet ſkulk behind the King. 
O! when ſhall riſe a Monarch all our own, 

And I, a Nurſing-mother, rock the throne ; 


REMARKS. 
Vin. 309, 310, ander Archer's wing, Gaming, Kc. ] When 


that the King, by ancient cuſtom, plays at Hazard one night 
in the year; and therefore a clauſe was inſerted, with an excep- 
tion as to that particular, Under this pretence, the Groom - 
porter had a Room appropriated to Gaming all the ſummer the 
Court was at Kenſington, which his Majeſty accidentally being 
xcquainted of, with a juſt indignation prohibited, It is reported 
the ſame b Kies is yet continued wherever the Court reſides, 
and the Hazard Table there open to all the Profeſſed Gameſters 
in tcwn. 
Greateſt and juſteſt Sov'RE16N ; know you this ? 
Alas! no more, than Thames calm head can know 
Whoſe meads his arms drown, or whoſe. corn 0 'erflow. 
Donne to Queen Elia. 
bb £Ord #8 
| Ver, 304. The creeping, dirty, courtiy Try jan. 
| Quorum Imagines lambunt 


Ver, 111. O! quhen ſhall riſe a Monarch, &] Boileaws 
Lutrin, Chant. II. 
Helas! qu'eſt devenu ce tems, cet heureux tems, 
ON les Rois s' honorojent du nom de Faineans: Se. 


K 2 


the Statute againſt Gaming was drawn up, it was repreſented, 
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Twixt Prince and People cloſe the Curtain draw, 
Shade him from Light, and cover him from Law; 
Fatten the Courtier, ſtarve the learned band, 41; 
And ſuckle Armies, and dry-nurſe the land: 

"Till Senates nod to Lullabies divine, 

And all be ſleep, as at an Ode of thine. 

She ceas'd, Then ſwells the Chapel-royal throat: 
God ſave king Cibber] mounts in ev'ry note. 320 
Familiar White's, God ſave king Colley ! cries; 
God ſave king Colley ! Drury-lane replies : 

To Needham's quick the voice triumpha! rode, 
But pious Needham dropt the name of God, 
Back to the Devil the laſt echoes roll,. 325 
And Coll! each Butcher roars at Hockley- hole. 


RE MARES. 


Vyn. 319. Cbapel- royal] The Voices and Inſtruments uſed 
in the ſervice of the Chapel- royal being alſo employed in the 
performance of the Birth-day, and New-year Odes. 

Vzn, 324. But pious Needbam] A Matron of great fame 
and very religious in her way; whoſe conſtant prayer it was, 
that ſhe might get enough by her profeſſion to leave it off in 
«c time, and make her peace with God.“ But her fate was not 
ſo happy; for being convicted, and ſet in the pillory, the was 
(to the laſting ſhame of all — great Friends and Votaries) ſo 
51 uſed by the populace, that it put an end to her days. 

VIX. 225. Back to the Devil) The Devil Tavern in Fleet. 
Kreet, where theſe Odes are uſually rehearſed. before they arc 
performed at Court, Upon which a Wit of thoſe times mad: 

this Epigram, 

Wen Laureates make Odes, Do you aſk of what ſort ? 
Do you aſk if they're good, or are evil? | 

You may judge—From the Devil they some to the Court, 
And go from the Court to the Devil, | 


at : 
20 
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80 when Jove's block deſcended from on high 
(As ſings thy great forefather Ogilby) 
Loud thunder to its bottom ſhook the bog, 
And the hoarſe nation croak d, God ſave king Log ! 


REMARKS. 

Ver, 328. — Ogilby Cd ſave King Log 1 See Ogilby's 
Iſop's Fables, where, in the ſtory of the Frogs and their 
King, this excellent hemiſtic is to be found, 

Our author manifeſts here, and elſewhere, a prodigious ten- 
derneſs for the bad wwritcrs, We ſee he ſelects the only good 
paſſage, perhaps, in all that ever Ogilby writ; which ſhews 
how candid and patient a reader he muſt have been. What can 
be more kind and affectionate than theſe words in the preface 
to his Poems, where he labours to call up all our humanity 
and forgiveneſs toward theſe unlucky men, by the moſt mode- 
rate repreſentation of their caſe that has ever been given by any 
author? © Much may be ſaid to extenuate the fault of bad 
« poets: What we call a genius is hard to be diſtinguiſhed, 
i by a man himſelf, from a prevalent inclination: And if it be 
© never ſo great, he can at firſt diſcover it no other way than 
« by that ſtrong propenſity which renders him the more liable 
« to be miſtaken, He has no other method but to make the 
experiment, by writing, and ſo- appealing to the judgment 
of others: And if he happens to write ill (which is cer. 
„ tainly no fin in itſelf) he is immediately made the object 
“e of ridicule! I wiſh we had the humanity to reflect, that even 


the worſt authers might endeavour to pleaſe us, and, in that 


« endeavour, deſerve ſomething at our hands, We have no 
« cauſe to quarrel with them, but for their obſtinaey in per- 
© ſiſting, and even that may admit ef alleviating circumſtances ; 
“For their particular friends may be either ignorant, or unſin- 
« ccre; and the reſt of the world too well bred ts ſhock them 
* with a truth Which generally their bookſellers are the firſt 
that inform them of.“ 

Eut how much all indulgence is loſt upon theſe people may 
appear from the juſt reflection made on their conftant conduct 
and conſtant fate, in the following Epigram ; 
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c Ye little Wits, that gleam'd a while, 
cc When Pope vouchſaf dea ray, 
ce Alas depriv'd of his kind ſmile, 
«© How ſoon ye fade away! 


\\ 


«© To compaſs Phoebus? car about, 
«© Thus empty vapours riſe; 

& Each lends his cloud, to put him out, 
cc That rear'd him to the ſkies. 


4 Alas! thofe ſkies are not your ſphere ; 
„ There He ſhall ever burn: | 
«© Weep, weep, and fall! for Earth ye were, 
ce And muff to Earth return. FEY; 
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BOOK the SECOND. 


ARGUMENT. 
The King being proclaimed, the, folomnity is graced with 

public Games and ſports of various kinds ; not inſti- 

tuted by the Hero, as by neas in Virgil, but for 


greater honour by the Goddeſs in perſon (in like 


manner as the games Pythia, Tſthmia, &c. avere 
anciently ſaid to be ordained by the Gods, and as 


Exxiv. propoſed the prizes in honour of her ſon 
Achilles.) Hithey flock the Poets and Critics attended, 
as is but juſt, with their Patrons and Bookſellers. 


games to the Bookſellers, and ſetteth up the Phan- 
jom à Poet, which they contend to quertake, 
— | K 4 133 


r 
—— 


Thetis herſelf appearing, according to Homer, Oayſ}. 


The Goddeſs is firſt pleaſed, for her diſport, to propoſe 
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135 ARGUMENT, 


The Races deſcribed, with their divers accident, 
Next, the game for a Poeteſs. Then follow thi 
Exerciſes for the Poetes of tickling, vociferating, 
diving: The firſt holds forth the arts and practices 
of Dedicators, the ſecond of Diſputants and fuſtian 
Poets, the third of profound, dark, ard dirty 
Party-writers. Laſtly, for the Crities, the Gad. 


- deſs propoſes (with great propriety) an Exerciſe nut 


of their parts, but their patience, in hearing the 
eworks of two voluminous Authors, one in verſe, 
and the other in proſe, deliberately read, without 


| fleeping: The various effetts of which, avith tbe 


ſeveral degrees and manners of their operation, art 


here ſet forth ; till the whole number, not of Critics 
only, but of ſpectators, actors, and all preſent, fall 


faft aſleep; which naturally and neceſſarily ends the 
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S 
"8 ES 
IGH ona gorgeous ſeat, that far out-ſhone, 
Healey's gilt tub, or Fleckno's Iriſh throne, - 


n 
TWo things there are, upon the ſuppoſition of which the very 


that an Author could never fail to uſe the bf word on every 
occaſion; the ſecond, that 'a Critic eannot chuſe but know 
which that is This being granted, whenever any word doth not 
fully content us, we take upon us to canclude, firſt, that the au- 
thor could never have uſed it; and, ſecondly, that he muſt have 
uſed that very one, which we conjecture, 3 in its ſtead. 

We cannot, therefore, enough admire the learned Scriblerus 
tur his alteration of the text in the two laſt verſes of the pre. 
ceding book, which in all the former editions ſtood thus: 


H Hoarſe thunder to its bottom ſhook the bog, 

| And the loud nation croak'd, Gad fave king Log, 

| He has, with great judgment, tranſpoſed theſe two epithets ; 
putting Boarſe to the nation, and loud to the thunder: And this 
being evidently the true reading, he vouchſafed not ſo much as to 

mention the former; for which aſſertion of the juſt right of a 

| Critic, he merits the acknowledgment of all ſound Commenta- 
tors, 

VX. 2. Henley's gilt tub, ] The pulpit of a Diſſenter is uſu- 

ally called a tub; but that of Mr, Orator Henley was covered 


INITATIO RS. 


Ver. 1. High on @ gorgeous ſeat] Parody of Milton, book l. 
High on a throne of royal ſtate, that far 
Outſhone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 
Or where the gorgeous Eaſt with richeſt hand 
Show'rs on her kings Barbaric pearl ang gold, 
Satan exalted ſate. 


|; 


baſis of all verbal criticiſm is founded and ſupported : The firſt, 
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138 THE DUN CIA D. Bock I. 
Or that where on her Curls the public pours, 
All- bounteous, fragrant Grains and Golden ſhow'rs, 


REMARKS. 
with velvet, and adorned with gold. He had alfo a fair alta, 
and over it is this extraordinary inſcription, The Primitive Eucha- 
ri. See the hiſtory of this perſon, book iii. | 
| Ibid. or Fleckno's Iriſh throne] Richard Fleckno was an Irig 
prieſt, but had laid aſide (as himſelf expreſſed it) the mechanic 
part of prieſthood, He printed ſome plays, poems, letters, and 
travels. I doubt not, our author took occaſion to mention him 
in reſpect to the Poem of Mr, 1 to which this bears ſome 
reſemblance, though of à character more different from it than 
that of the Æneid from the Iliad, or the Lutrin of Boileau frem 
the Defait de Bouts rimees of Sarazin. | 
It may be juſt worth mentioning, that the Eminence from T 
| whence the ancient Sophiſts entertained their auditors, was ealled 
by the pompaus name of a Throne ;— im Sehe Tio; b 
ud S ẽ² S coolagws, Themiſtius, Orat. i, 

VIX. 3. Or that where on ber Curls the public pours,] Id. 
mund Curl ſtood in the pillory at Charing-crofs, in March 
1727-8. This (faith Edmund Curl) is à falſe Aﬀertiop—! 
4 had indeed the corporal puniſhment of what the Gentlemen of 
« the long Robe are pleaſed jocoſely to call Seunting the Ro- 
4 ftrum for one hour: but that ſcene of action was not in the 
« month of March, but in February.“ IGurliad 12 5. 19. 
And of the Hiftory of bis being toſ in a Blanket, he faith, Here, 
* Seriglerus! thou leeſeth in what thou aſſerteſt concerning the 
e blanket : it was not a blanket, but a rag.” p. 25. Much 
in the ſame manner Mr. Cibber remonſtrated, that his Brothers, 
at Bedlam, mentioned Book i. were not Brazen, but Blocks ; yet 
% eur author let it paſs unaltered, as a trifle that no way altercd 
the relationſhip. 3 4 

We ſhould think (gentle Reader) that we but ill performed 
our part, if we corrected not as well our own errors now, as for- 
merly thoſe of the Printer. Since what moved us to this Work, 
was folely the Love of Truth, not in the leaſt any Vain-glory, 
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I. N Bock II. THE DUN CIAO. 139 
Great Cihber ſate: the proud Parnaſſian ſneer, 5 
„ MW The conſcious fimper, and the jealous leer, 5 
Mix on his look: All eyes direct their rays 

a On him, and crowds turn Coxcombs as they paze, 
„ His Peers ſhine round him with reflected grace, 

New edge their dulneſs, and new bronze their face. 
So from the Sun's broad beam, in ſhallow urns 11 
Heav'n's twinkling Sparks draw light, and point 
their horns. 

Not with more glee, by hands Pontific crown'd, 
With ſcarlet hats wide-waving circled round, 
Rome in her Capitol ſaw Querno fit, - 15 
Thron'd on ſeven hills, the Antichriſt of wit. 


REMARKS. 


ſtakes, we conceive, will the rather be pardoned, as ſcarce poſſi- 
ble to be avoided in writing of ſuch Perſons and Works as do ever 
ſun the Light. However, that we may not any way ſoften or 
extenuate the ſame, we give them thee in the very Words of 
our Antagoniſts: not defending, but retracting them from our 
heart, and craving excuſe of the Parties offended : For ſutely in 
this Work, it hath been above all things our defire, to provoke ng 
Man. SCRIBL, 
Ver, 15. Rome in ber Capitol ſaw Querno fit.) Camillo Querno 
was of Apulia, who hearing the great Encouragement which 
Leo X. gave to poets, travelled to Rome with a harp in his hand, 


and ſung to it twenty thouſand verſes of a poem called Alexias. 


He was introduced as a Buffon to Leo, and promoted to the ho- 


nour of the Laurel; a jeſt which the court of Rome and the 


Pope himſelf entred into ſo far, as to cauſe him to ride on an 
elephant to the Capitol, and to hold a ſolemn feſtival on his co- 


ronation ; at aa it is recorded the Poet himſelf was ſo tran- 
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16 THE DUN CIA D. Bock . 

And now the Queen, to glad her ſons proclaims 
By herald Hawkers high heroic Games. 
They ſummon all her Race: An endleſs band 
Pours forth, and leaves unpeopled half the land. 29 
A motly mixture! in long wigs, in bags, 

In filks, in crapes, in garters, and in rags, 

From drawing rooms, from colleges, from garrets, 
On horſe, on foot, in hacks, and gilded chariots; 
All who true Dunces in her cauſe appear d, 23 
And all who knew thoſe Dunces to reward. 

Amid that area wide they took their ſtand, 
Where the tall may-pole once o'er-look'd the Strand, 
But now (ſo Anne and piety ordain) | 
A Church colleQs the ſaints of Drury-lane. 30 

With Anthors, Stationers obey'd the call, 

(The field of glory is a field for all,) 
Glory and gain, th' induftrious tribe provoke ; F 
And gentle Dulneſs ever loves a joke, 


REMARETS 


ſported as to weep for joy 2. He was ever after a RP fre. 
quenter of the Pope's table, drank abundantly, and poured forth 
verſes without number. PAu L us Jovrvs, Elog. Vir, doct. 
cap. lxxxii, Some idea of his poetry is given by Fam, Strada, 
in his Proluſions. 

VR. 34. And gentle Dulneſs ever loves a joke.] This ſpecie 
of mirth called a joke, arifing from a Mal-entendu ny be well 
: ſuppoſed to be the delight of Dulneſs, 


a See Life of C. C. thay, vi. p. 14% 
4 


ms 


20 


Book II. THE DUNCIAD. I41 


A Poet's form ſhe plac'd before their eyes, 35 


And bade the nimbleſt racer ſeize the prize; 

No meagre, muſe rid mope, aduſt and thin, 

In a dun night-gown of his own looſe ſkin ; 

But ſuch a bulk as no twelve bards could raiſe, _ 
Twelve ſtarv'ling bards of theſe degen'rate days, 40 
All as a partridge plump, full- fed and fair, 

She form'd this image of well - body 'd air; 

With pert flat eyes ſhe window 'd well it's head; 

A brain of feathers, and a heart of lead; 


REMARKS, 
VR. 44. A brain of feathers, and a heart of dz] i . 
A trifling bead, and a contratted beart, 
25 the poet, book iv. defaribes the accompliſped Sons of Dulnefs j 
of whom this is only an mage, or Scarecrow, and ſo ſtuffed out 
with theſe correſponding materials. Sc RI BL, 


IMITITATIONS. 


Vrs, 35. A Peet's form ſhe plac' d before their eyes,] This 18 
what Juno does to deceive Turnus, Æn. x. 


Tum Dea nube cava, tenuem fine viribus umbram 
In faciem Æneæ (viſu mirabile monſtrum !) 
Dardaniis ornat telis, clypeumque jubaſque 
Divini aſſimilat capitis 
at inania verba, 
N Dat ſine mente ſonum 


The reader will obſerve how exactly ſome of thale verſes fait 
with their allegorical application here to a Plagiary: There 
ſeems to me a great propriety in this Epiſode, where ſuch an 


one is imaged by a phantom that deludes the graſp of the ex- 


pegting Bookſeller, | 
VER. 39. But ſuch a bulk as no twelve Bardi could refer} 
Vix illud le&i bis ſex: 


Qualia nunc hominum producit corpora * | vir, n. xii. 
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140 THE DUN CIA D. Bock l. 


And now the Queen, to glad her ſons proclaims 
By herald Hawkers high heroic Games. 

They ſummon all her Race: An endleſs band 
Pours forth, and leaves unpeopled half the land, 20 
A motly mixture! in long wigs, in bags, 

In filks, in crapes, in garters, and in rags, 

From drawing rooms, from colleges, from parrets, 
On horſe, on foot, in hacks, and gilded chariots; 
All who true Dunces in her cauſe appear d, 23 

And all who knew thoſe Dunces to reward. 

Amid that area wide they took their ſtand, 
Where the tall may-pole once o'er-look'd the Strand, 
But now (ſo Ax xx and piety ordain) | 
A Church colleQs the ſaints of Drury-lane. 30 

With Authors, Stationers obey'd the call, 
(The field of glory is a field for all,) 
Glory and gain, th' induftrious tribe provoke ; 
And gentle Dulneſs ever loves a joke, 


"Rnnanny 


ſported as to weep for joy 2. He was ever after a conſtant fre. 
quenter of the Pope's table, drank abundantly, and poured forth 
verſes without number. Paul vs Jovrvs, Elog. Vir, doct. 


cap. Ixxxii. Some idea of his — is given by Fam. Strada, 
in his Proluſions. 


VIX. 34. And gentle Dukneſs ever loves a jole.] This ſpecie 
of mirth called a te, ariſing from jy -entendu may be well 
' fuppoſed to be the delight of Duineſt. | 


2 See Life ee. chap. vi. p. 14% 
4 


Book II. THE DUNCIAD. I41 


A Poet's form ſhe plac'd before their eyes, 35 
And bade the nimbleſt racer ſeize the prize; 

No meagre, muſe,rid mope, aduſt and thin, 

In a dun night-gown of his own looſe ſkin ; 

But ſuch a bulk as no twelve bards could raiſe, 
Twelve ſtarv'ling bards of theſe degen'rate days. 40 
All as a partridge plump, full- fed and fair, 
She form'd this image of well-body'd air; 

With pert flat eyes ſhe window'd well it's head; 

A brain of feathers, and a heart of lead; 


REMARKS, 
Ver. 44. A brain of feathers, and a heart of lead; 3] i. e. 
A trifling bead, and a contratted beart, | 
28 the poet, book iv. en the accompliſhed Sons of Dulneſs; : 
of whom this is only an Image, or Scarecrow, and ſo ſtuffed out 
with theſe correſponding materials. SCRIBL, 


IMITITATIONS. 


Vr. 3 5. A Peet's form ſhe plac d before their eyes,] This 15 
what Juno does to deceive Turnus, n. x. 


Tum Dea nube cava, tenuem fine viribus umbram 
In faciem Æneæ (viſu mirabile monſtrum!) 
Dardaniis ornat telis, clypeumque e . 
Divini aſſimilat capitis 

| bat inania werba, 
Dat ſine mente ſonum 


The reader will obſerve how exactly ſome of thaſe verſes ſuit 


with their allegorical, application here to a Plagiary: There 


ſeems to me a great propriety in this Epiſode, where ſuch an 


one is imaged by a phantom that deludes the graſp of the ex- 


peating Bookſeller, 
VER. 39. But ſuch a bulk as no o tabelvs bards could roſe 
Vix illud lecti bis ſex: 
Qualia nunc hominum producit corpora tellas. vir, En. wii. 
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142 THE DUNCIAD. Boo Il. 
And empty words ſhe gave, and ſounding &rain, 45 
But ſenſeleſs, lifeleſs ! idol void and vain ! . 
Never was daſh'd out, at one lucky hit, 

A fool, ſo juſt a copy of a wit; 

So like, that critics ſaid, and courtiers ſwore, 

A Wit it was, and call'd the phantom More. 50 


REMARK S. 

Ver. 47. Neuer was daſb d out, at one lucky hit,] Our author 
Here ſeems willing to give ſome account of the poſſibility of Dul. 
neſs making 'a Wit (which could be done no other way than by 
chance.) The fiction is the more reconciled to probability, by 
the known ſtory of Apelles, who being at a loſs to expreſs the 
foam of Alexander's horfe, daſh'd his pencil in deſpair at the 
picture, and happened to do it by that fortunate ſtroke. 

VER. 50. and call'd the phantom More.] Cuxr, in his key 
to the Dunciad, affirmed this to be James-More Smith eſq. and 
it is probable (conſidering what is ſaid of him in the Teſtimonies) 
that ſome might fancy our author obliged to repreſent this gen- 
tleman as a plagiary, or to paſs for one himſelf, His caſe indeed 
was like that of a man I have heard of, who, as he was ſitting 
in company, perceived his next neighbour had ftolen his hand- 


kerchief. Sir, (ſaid the thief, finding himſelf detected) do not 


© expoſe me, I did it for mere want; be ſo good but to take it 
«<< privately out of my pocket again, and ſay nothing.“ The 


honeſt man did ſo, but the other cry'd out, © See, gentlemen, 


«© what a thief we have among us! look, he is ſtealing my hand- 
« kerchief !*? 


Some time before, he had borrowed of Dr. Arbutbnot a pa- 
per called an Hiſtorico-phyſical account of the South-Sea; and- 


of Mr. Pope the Memoirs of a Pariſh Clark, which for two 
years he kept, and read to the Rev, Dr. Young, — F. Hiller, 
Eſq. and many others, as his own, Being applied to for them, 
- he pretended they were loſt; but there happening to be another 
copy of the latter, it came out in Swift and Pope's Miſcellanies. 


Upon this, it ſeems, he was ſo far miſtaken as to confeſs his 


#5 
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EFpagrams againft our author in the Daily Journal. 


1 | 
Book IT. THE DUNCIAD. 143 

All gaze with ardour : Some a poet's name, 
Others a ſword-knot and lac'd ſuit inflame. 


RYXMARKS. | 


proceeding by an endeavour to hide it: unguardedly printing (in 
the Daily Journal of April 3, 1728.) © That the contempt 
« which he and others had for thoſe pieces (which only himſelf 
had ſhewn, and handed about as his own) © occaſioned their 
« being loſt,” and for that cauſe only not return'd.”” A fact, of 
which as none hut he could be conſcious, none but he could be 
the publiſher of it. The plagiariſms of this perſon gave oecafion 
to the following Epigram: 
f C More always ſmiles whenever he recites 3 

« He ſmiles (you think) approving what he writes, 

« And yet in this no vanity is ſhown; 

« A modeft man may like what's not his own. 


This young Gentleman's whole misfortune was too inordinate 
a paſſion tw be thought a Wit. Here is a. very ſtrang inſtance 
atteſted by Mr. Savage ſon of the late Earl Rivers; who having 
ſhewn ſome verſes of his in - manuſcript to Mr. More, wherein 
Mr. Pope was called firſ# of the tuneful train, Mr. More the 
next morning ſent to Mr, Savage to defire him to give thoſe 


verſes another turn, to wit, That Pepe might now be the 


« firfl, becauſe More had left: him unrival'd in turning his 
« ftyle to Comedy. This was during the rehearſal of the 
Rival Mades, his firſt and only work; the Town condemned 


it in the action, but he printed it in 1726-7, with this modeſt 


Motto, | 
Hic caſtus, artemque repono. = 

The ſmaller pieces which we have heard attributed to this au- 
thor, are, An Epigram on the Bridge at Blenbeim, by Dr. Evans: 
Coſmelia, by Mr. Pit, Mr. Jones, &c. The Mock- marriage of 
a mad Divine, with a Cl. for a Parſog, by Dr. V. The ſaw- 
pit, a Simile, by a Friend. Certain Phyſical works on Sir 
Jamet Baker ; and ſome unown'd Letters, Advertiſemenss, and 
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144 THE DUNCIAD. Book Il. 
But lofty Lintot in the circle roſe: 

4 This prize is mine; who tempt it are my foes ; 
« With me began this genius, and ſhall end.” 55 
He ſpoke: and who with Lintot ſhall contend ? 


Fear held them mute. Alone, untaught to fear, 
Stood dauntleſs Curl ; © Behold. that rival here! 


RE MARES. | 
Notwithſtanding what is here collected of the Perſon imagin'd 
by Curl to be meant in this place, we cannot be of that opi- 
nion; fince our Poet had certainly no need of vindicating half ; 
dozen verſes to himſelf, which every reader had done for him ; 
GHnce the name itſelf is not ſpelled Moore, but More; and laſtly, 
fince the learned Scriblerus has fo well proved the contrary. 


VII. 50. the phantom More.] It appears from hence, that 
this is not the name of a real perſon, but fictitious. More from 


prapog, flultus, pia, flultitia, to repreſent the folly of a pla- | 


giary. Thus Eraſmus, Admonuit me Mori cegnomen tibi, quod 
tam ad Moriz wocabulum accedit quam es ipſe a re alienus. Dedi- 
cation of Moriæ Encomium to Sir The, More; the farewell of 
which may be our author's to his plagiary, Yale, More! & no- 
riam tuam gnaviter defende. Adieu, More! and be ſure ſtrongly 
to defend thy own folly. ScRIBL, 

Ver. 53. But lofty Lintet] We enter here upon the epiſode 
ef the Bookſellers: Perſons, whoſe names being more known 
and famous in the learned world than thoſe of the Authors in 


this poem, do therefore need leſs explanation. The action of 


Mr. Lintot here imitates that of Dares in Virgil, riſing juſt in 
this manner to lay hold on a Bull, This eminent Bookſeller 
printed the Rival Medes before- mentioned. | 5 
| Ver. 58. Stood dauntleſs Curl;] We come now to a cha- 
rater of much reſpect, that of Mr. Edmund Curl. As a plain 
repetition of great actions is the beſt praiſe of them, we hall 
only ſay of this eminent man, that he carried the Trade many 
lengths beyond what it ever before had arrived at ; and that he 
was the envy and admiration of all his profeſſion, He poſ- 


Book II. THE DUNCIAD. 145 


« The race by vigour, not by vaunts is won; 
So take the hindmoſt, Hell, (he ſaid) and run.“ 


REMARKS. 


ſeſſea himſelf of a comtnand over all authors whatever ; he cauſed - 


them to write what he -pleaſed ; they could not call their very 
Names their own. He was not only famous among theſe; be 


was taken notice of by the State, the Church and the Lat, and 


received particular marks of diſtinction from each. 

It will be owned that he is here introduced with all/poſſible 
dignity : He ſpeaks like the intrepid Diomed; he runs like tte 
ſwift-footed Achilles; if he falls, *tis like the beloved Niſus; 
and (what Homer makes to be. the chief of all praiſes) he 1s 
favoured of the Gods z he ſays but three words, and his prayer 's 
heard; a Goddeſs conveys it to the ſeat of Jupiter: Though be 
loſes the prize, he gains the victory; the great Mother herſe'f 
comforts him, ſhe inſpires him with expedients, ſhe honours 
him with an immortal preſent (ſuch as. Achilles receives from 


Thetis, and ZEneas from Venus) at once inſtructive and prophe- 
tical: After this he is unrivalled and triumphant, 


The tribute our author here pays him is a grateful return for 
ſeveral unmerited obligations: Many weighty animadverfiong 
on the public affairs, and many excellent and diverting pieces 
on private perſons, has he given to his name. If ever he owed 
two verſes to any other, he owed Mr, Curl ſome thouſands, He 
was every day extending his fame, and enlarging his Writings ; 
Witneſs innumerable inſtances ; but it ſhall ſuffice only to men- 
tion the Court Poems, which he meant to publiſh as the work 
of the true writer, a Lady of quality ; but being firſt threatned, 
and afterwards puniſhed for it by Mr, Pope, he generouſly tranſ- 
ferred it from her to him, and ever fince printed it in his name, 
The fingle time that ever he ſpoke to C was on that affair, 
and tq that happy incident be owed all the favours fince received 

| 


TIMITATqIONS, 


VER. 60. So take tbe hindmoſt, Hell,] 
Occupet extremum ſcabies; mihi turpe relinqui eſt. 


| Hor, de Arte, 
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Swift as a bard the bailiff leaves behind, 61 

He left huge Lintot, and out- ſtrip't the wind. 

As when a dab- chick waddles through the copſe 
On feet and wings, and flies, and wades, and hops; 

So lab'ring on, with ſhoulders, hands and head, 6; 

Wide as a wind- mill all his figure ſpread, 

With arms expanded Bernard rows his ſtate, 

And left - legg d Jacob ſeems to emulate. 


3 
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RRMAN ES. 


From him : So true is the ſaying of Dr. Sydenham, © that any by « 
<< one {hall be, at ſome time or other, the better or the worſe, op 
40 r having but ſcea or ſpukex to a good or bad man.“ wit 
| pri 
IN41TATIONS. E put 

VIX. 61. Sc. Something like this is in Homer, II. 10. ver. 220 1 
of Diomed. Two different manners of the ſame author in his * 
fimilies are alſo imitated in the two following; the firſt, of the . 
Bailiff, is ſhort, unadorned, and {as the Critics well know) fro Ml 


Familiar life; the ſecond of the Water-fowl, more extended, 9 
pictureſque, and from rural life. The 5gth verſe is likewiſe a 
literal tranſlation of one in Homer, " 
Ver. 64, 6 5. On fect and wings, and flies, and wades, and by; p 
So lab" ring on, with ſhoulders, hands and bead, b. 
1 — 800 eagerly the Fiend _ . 
Wb: O'er bog, o'er ſteep, thro' ſtreight, rough, denſe, or rare, 
Wich head, hands, wings, or feet purſues his way, 
| And dim, or ſinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 
PEE Milton, Book ii, 
2 „II. 67, 68. ib arms adobe, Bernard rows bis ſtate, 
py Ard left-legg d Faceb ſeems to emulate. ] 
Milton, of the motion of the Swan, RE 
rows | = 
His ſtate with .oary LES oe ct valnrrrafas” Sa ud 
pony And Dryden, of another” * th two left "ig - 


3 d * - 4 
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Full in the middle way there ſtood a lake, * 
Which Curl's Corinna chanc'd that niors to make: 2 
Such was her wont, at early dawn to drop 


Her evening cates; before his neighbour + „ 


Here fortun d Curl to ſlide; loud fhout the band * 


And Bernard! Bernard rings thro” all the Strand. 


Obſcene with filth the miſcreant lies e d, 7 5 
Fall'n in the plaſh his wickedneſs had laid: 


REMARKS. 


Ver, 70, Curl's Corinna] This name, it ſeems, v was taken 
by one Mrs. T——, who procured ſome private letters of Mr. 
hope, while almoſt a boy, to Mr. Cromwel, and fold them, 
without the confent of either of thoſe Gentlemen to Curl, Who 
printed them in 12mo, 1727. He diſcovered her to be the 
publiſher, in his Key, p. 11. We only take this opportunity 
of mentioning the manner in which thoſe letters got abroad, 
which the author was aſhamed of as very trivial things, fol! Sat 
only of levities, but of wrong judgments of men and books, 
and only excufable from the youth and inexperience of the 
writer, 

Ver. 75. Obſcene with filth, Sc.] Though this incident may 
ſeem too low and baſe for the dignity of an Epic poem, the 
learned very well know it to be but a copy of Homer and Vir- 
gil; the very words 090g and fimus are uſed by them, though 
our m_ (in complia! nce : to modern nicety) has retarkably < en· 


pr nt b 

1 73+ Here fortun d Curl to. fide; ] 13 85 

Labitur infelix, cæſis ut forte juvencis _ ES 
Fuſus humum virideſque ſuper madefecerat beckons 

Concidit, immundoque fimo, ſacroque cruore. 
4 Vioirg. En. v. of Nifus. 
Ver, 74. And Bernard ! Bernard J 
. Ut littys, _ Hyla, omne ſonaret. | " Virg; Fel. Vis 
EA Ip 
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Then firſt (if Poets aught of truth declare) 
The caitiff Vaticide conceiv d a pray'r. 

Hear ſove! whoſe name my bards and I adore, 
As much at leaſt as any God's, or more; $0 
And him and his, if more devotion warms, 
Down with the Bible, up with the Pope's Arms, 

A place there is, betwixt earth, air, and ſeas, 
Where, from Ambroſia, Jove retires for eaſe. 


RENARKS. 
riched and coloured his language, as well as raiſed the verſi. 


cation, in this Epiſode, and in the following one of Eliza. Mr 


Dryden in Mac-Fleckno, has not ſcrupled to mention the 
Morning Tuaſt at which the fiſhes bite in the Thames, Piſing 
Aity, Relifs of the Bum, c. but our author is more grave, 
and (as a fine writer ſays of Virgil in his Georgics) toſſes about 
Bis Dung with an air of Majefly. If we conſider that the exer- 
ciſes of his Autbors could with juſtice be no higher than filling, 
chattring, braping, or diving, it was no eaſy matter to invent 
fuch games as were proportioned to the meaner degree of 
Bedkſellers. In Homer and Virgil, Ajax and Niſus, the perſons 
drawn in this plight, are Heroes; whereas here they are ſuch with 
whom it had been great impropriety to have joined any but 
vile ideas 3 beſides the natural connection there is between 
Libellers and common Nuſances, Nevertheleſs I have heard 
our author own, that this part of his Poem was (as it frequently 
happens) what coft him moſt trouble and pleaſed him leaſt ; but 
that he hoped it was excuſable, fince levelled at ſuch as under- 
Band no delicate ſatire: Thus the politeſt men are ſometimes 


obliged to ſwear, when they happen to Rs e e 
[! — 


n 


Ven: 83. A place there is, betwixt earth, air, and ſeas] 
Orbe locus medio eſt, inter terraſque, fretumque, 


Cæleſleſque plagas —— — 3 _ Quid, Met, xi, 


f. 


v3 2 2D. 

HI me 7 

Jo —— OE 
pr DIO una 


Book II. THE DUNCIAD. 149 
There in his ſeat two ſpacious vents appear, 85 
On this he fits, to that he leans his ear, | 
And hears the various vows of fond mankins ; 
Some beg an eaſtern, ſome a weſtern wind: 
All vain petitions, mounting to the ſky, 
With reams abundant this abode ſupply: 90 
Amus'd he reads, and then returns the bills 
Sign'd with that Ichor which from Gods diſtils 

In office here fair Cloacina ftands, 
And miniſters ts Jove with pureſt hands. | 
Forth from the heap ſhe pick'd her vot'ry's pray'r, 
And plac'd it next him, a diſtinction rare 96 
Oft had the Goddeſs heard her ſervants call, 
From her black grottos near the 'Temple-wall, 
Liſt'ning delighted to the jeſt unclean | 
Of link-boys vile, and watermen obſcene; 100 
Where as he fiſh'd her nether realms for Wit, 
She oft had favour'd him, and favours yet. 


REMARKS, 
Ver. 82. Down with the Bible, up with the Pepe”; arm, 1 
The Bible, Curl's fign : the Croſs keys, Lintot's. 
Ves. 83. See Lucian's Icaro-Menippus; where this fiction 
is more extended, | 
VII. 92. Alludes to Homer, Iliad. v. 
— N abi beilo, alu Gio, 
Ixwe, 005 artp Te pres paandpero; e, 
A ſtream of ne&'rous humour iſſuing flow'd, 
Sanguine, ſuch as celeſtial ſp'rits may bleed. Milton. 
Ver, 93. Cleacina,] The Roman Goddeſs of the common- 
fewers. 
VX. 101. Where as be ſiſd d &e.] See wa — to Swiſs 
and Pope's M iſcellanies. 
L 3 
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Renew'd by ordure's ſympathetic force, 
As oil'd with magic juices for the courſe, 5 
Vigrous he rites; from th'efluvia ſtrong 103 
Imbibes new life, and ſcours and ſtinks along; | 
Re-paſſes Lintot, vindicates the race, 
Nor heeds the brown diſhonours of his facke. 
And now. the viftor ſtretch d his eager hang 
Where the tall Nothing ſtood, or ſeem'd to ſtand; 
A ſhapeleſs ſhade, it melted from his fight, . 111 
Like forms in clouds, or. viſions of the night. 
To ſeize his papers, Curl, was next iy: care: 
His papers light, fly diverſe, tok in air; WH 
Songs, ſonnets, epigrams the winds apl. 115 


And whiſk em back to Evans, en and Sit. ö 


5 . : 
Ves, 104. 4 oil d with magic juices] Alluding to the opinion 


"that there-are ointments uſed by witches to enable them to Hy i in 
the air, Se. E wo 


„ ATIONS. nt IX 


| Veg, 108. Nor beeds the brown diſhonours of * face. ] | 
——— faciam oſtentabat, & udo R 
Turpia membra * Virg. Zn. v. 
VER. 111. A ſhapeleſs ſhade, &c.} | | 
Effugit imago 
Par levibus ventis, volucrique ſimillima PREG Virg. FIR Vi, 
VER, 114. His papers light, fy Sony, toft in air +28 
Carmina | 
Taurbata volent rapidis lugibria Mentis) 
Vrx, 116, Evans, Young, and Swift.) Some of thoſe per- 


ſons, whoſe writings, epigrams, or jeſts he had owned, See 


Note on ver, 50. 


Book II. THE DUN CIAD. un 


Th'embroider'd ſuit at leaſt he deem'd his prey, 

That ſuit an unpay'd taylor ſnatch'd away. 

No rag, no ſcrap, of all the beau, or wit, 

That once ſo flutter'd, and that once fo writ, 120 
Heav'n rings with laughter : of the laughter vain, 

Dulneſs, good Queen, repeats the jeſt again. 

Three wicked imps, of her own Grubſtreet choir, 

She deck'd like Congreve, Addiſon, and Prior; 

Mears, Warner, Wilkins run : delufive thought! 
Breval, Bond, Bezalcel, the varlets * 126 


R T M AR K 5. 


Vr x. 118. an unpay d taylor] This line has been fondly com- 
plained of in Mift, June 8, Dedic, to Sawny and others, 
as a moſt inhuman ſatire on the poverty of Poets; Put it 
is thought our author will be acquitted by a jury of Tay- 
lors, To me this inftance ſeems unluckily choſen; if it be a 
fatire on any body, it muſt be on a. bad paymaſter, fince the per- 
ſon to whom they have here applied it, was a man of fortune, 
Not but poets may well be jealous of ſo great a prerogative as 
non- payment; which Mr. Dennis fo far aſſerts, as boldly to pra- 
nounce, that © if Homer himſelf was not in debt, it was becauſe 
«© nobody would truft him. Pref, to Rera. on che Rape of the 
Lock, p. 15. | 

Ver, 124. like 3 Addiſon, and Prior 53 3 Theſe authors 
being ſuch whoſe names will reach poſterity, we ſhall not give 
any account of them, but proceed to thoſe of whom it is neceſ- 
ſary.— Bezaleel Morris was author of fome ſatires on the tranſ- 
lators of Homer, with many other things printed in news- papers. 
—* Bond writ a ſatire againſt Mr. P—. Capt, Breval was 
« author of the Confederates, an ingenious dramatic perform - 
« ance to expoſe Mr. P. Mr. Gay, Dr. Arb. and fome ladies of 
quality,” ſays Cunr, Key, p. 11. 

VIX. 125. Mears, —_— Wi ws] aun and Printer 
of much anonymous ſtuff, . 


14 


ä A 


Curl ſtretches aſter Gay, but Gay is gone, 


He graſps an empty Joſeph for a John: 
So Proteus, hunted in a nobler ſnape, 


Became, when ſeiz'd, a puppy, or an ape. 140 
To him the Goddeſs: Son! thy grief lay down 

And turn this whole illuſion on the town: 

As the ſage dame, experienc'd in her trade, 

By names of Toaſts retails each batter'd Jade; 

(Whence hapleſs Monfieur much complains at Paris 

Of wrongs from Dutcheſſes and Lady Maries; 136 


REMARK, 


'Ves. 126, Breval, Bond, Bezalcel.) 1 foreſee it will be ob. 
jected from this line, that we were in an error in our aſſertion 
on ver. 50. of this book, that More was a fictitious name, ſince 
thoſe perſons are equally repreſented by the poet as phantoms. So 
at firſt it may ſeem; but be not deceived, reader; theſe alſo are 

not real perſons. Tis true, Curl declares Breval, a captain, 
author of a piece called the Confederates z but the ſaid Curl fir 
ſaid it was written by Joſeph Gay; is his ſecond aſſertion to 
be credited any more than his firſt? He likewiſe affirms Bond to 
be one who writ a ſatire on our poet: But where is ſuch a ſatire 
to be found 3 were was ſuch a writer ever heard of ? As for Beza- 
leel, It carries forgery in the very name; nor is it as the others 
are, a ſurname. Thou may'ſt depend upon it, no ſuch authors 
ever lived; all phantoms. SCRIBL, 

VER. 128. Joſepb Gay, a fictitious name put by Curl before 
ſeveral pamphlets, which made them paſs with many for Mr. 
Gay's.— The ambiguity of the word Foſepb, which likewiſe ſig · 
nifies a looſe upper coat, gives much pleaſantry to the idea. W. 
VIX. 132, And turn this whole, illuſion on the town J. It was 
a common practice of this bookſeller to publiſh vile pieces of 
obſcure hands under the names of eminent authors. 
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be thine, my ſtationer! this magie gift: 
Cook ſhall be Prior, and Concanen, Swift: 
So ſhall each hoſtile name become our own, 


And we too boaſt our Garth and Addiſon. 140 


* 
RE MARK Ss. 


Ver. 137. —this magic gift] In verity (faith Seriblerus) 
a very bungling trick, How much better might our worthy 
Brethren of Grubſtreet be taught (as in many things they have 
already been) by the modern mafters of Polemics ? who when 
they make free with their neighbours, ſeize upon their good avorks 
rather than their good name; as knowing that thoſe will produce 
a name of their own. | 

Ver, 138. Cook ſhall be Prior,] The man here ſpecified 
writ a thing called The Battle of Poets, in which Philips and 
Welſted were the Heroes, and Swift and Pope utterly routed, 
He alſo publiſhed ſome malevolent things in the Britiſh, London, 
and Daily Journals; and at the ſame time wrote letters to Mr. 
Pope, proteſting his Innocence, His chief work was a tranſla- 
tion of Heſiod, to which Theobald writ notes and half-notes, 
which he carefully owned. 

Ven. 138. and Concanen, Swift :] In the firſt edition of this 
pcem there were only aſteriſks in this place, but the names were 
ſince inſerted, merely to fill up the verſe, and give eaſe to the 
ear of the reader, 

Veg. 140. And we too boaſt our Garth and Addiſon.) Nothing 
is more remarkable than our author's love of praifing good 
writers, He has in this very poem celebrated Mr, Locke, Sir 
Iſaac Newton, Dr, Barrow, Dr. Atterbury, Mr. Dryden, Mr. 
Congreve, Dr. Garth, Mr. Addiſon; in a word, almoſt every 
man of his time that deſerved it; even Cibber himſelf (preſum . 
ing him to be author of the Careleſs Huſband.) It was very diffi- 
eult to have that pleaſure in a poem on this ſubject, yet he has 
found means to inſert their panegyric, and has made even 
Dulneſs out of her own mouth pronounce it. It muſt have 
been particularly agreeable to him to celebrate Dr. Garth; both 
as his conſtant friend, and as he was his ai in this kind - 
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With that ſhe gave him (piteous of his caſe, 
Vet ſmiling at his rueful length of face) 


: | RE MAR KS. 

ef fatire. The Diſpenſary attacked the whole body of Apcthe- 
caries, a much more ufefu} one undoubtedly than that of the 
bad Poets; if in truth this can be a body, of which no two 
members ever agreed. It alſo did, what Mr. Theobald ſays is 
unpardonable, drew in parts of private character, and introduces 
gerſons independent of bis ſubze, Much more. would Boileau 
Be incurred his cenſure, who left all ſubjects whatever, on 
all occaſions, to fall upon the bad. poets (which, it is to be 
. fared, would have been more immediately his concern.) But cer. 
tainly next to commending good writers, the greateft ſervice 
'w- learning is to expoſe the bad, who can only that way be made 


ieff any uſe to it, This truth is very well fet forth in theſe lines 
adureſſed to our author. OE 


« The craven Rook, and pert Jackdaw, 
* (Tho? neither birds of moral kind). 
6 Yet ferve, if hang'd, or ſtuff d with firaw, 
To thew us which way blows the wind, 


* Thus dirty knaves, or chatt”ring fools, 
$trung up by dozens in thy lay, 
Teach more by half than Dennis? rules, 

* And point inſtruction ev'ry way, 


« With Hgypt's art thy pen may ſtrive: 
One potent drop let this but ſhed, 

% And ev'ry Rogue that ftunk alive, 
*© Becomes a precious Mummy dead. 


VER. 142. rueful Jengeb of face; )] The decrepid perfor or 
ftgure of a man are no reflections upon his Genius: An honeft 
* mind-will love and eſteem a man of avorth, tho? he be deformed 
«© or poor. Yet the author; of the Dunciad hath libelled 2 
'« perſon for his ruęful length of face! Miſt's Journal, June 8. 
This Genius and man of worth, whom an honeſt mind ſhbuld 

1 | 


wok II. THE DUN CIAD. 
A haggy Tap'ſtry, worthy to be ſpread, 
on Codrus' old, or Dunton's modern bed; 


RE MAR ER S. 


ne, is M. Curl. True it is, he ſtood in the pillory, an inci- 
gent which will lengthen the face of any man, tho' it were ever 
© comely, therefore is no reflection on the natural beauty of Mr. 
curl. But as to reflections on any man's face or figure, Mr. 
Dennis ſaith excellently; “ Natural deformity comes not 
„our fault; *tis often occaſioned by calamities and diſeaſes, 
« which a man can no more help than a monſter can his defor- 
« mity. There is no one misfortune, and no one diſeaſe, but 
« what all the reſt of mankind are ſubject to. ut the deformity + - 
« of this Aut bor is viſible, preſent, laſting, unalterable, and 
« peculiar to himſelf. *Tis the mark of God and Nature upon 
4 him, to give us warning that we ſhould hold no ſociety wich 
« him, as a creature not of our original, nor of our ſpecies: 
« and they who have refuſed to take this warning which God 
„ and nature have given them, and have, in ſpite of it, by a 
« ſenſeleſs preſumption ventured to be familiar with him, have 
« ſeverely ſuffered, &c, Tis certain his original is not from 
„Adam, but from the Devil, Cc. Dennis, Character of - 
Mr, P. octa vo, 1716. 

Admirably it is obſerved by Mr. Dennis againſt Mr., Law, 
P. 33. © That the language of Billinſgate can never be the 
« language of charity, nor. conſequently of Chriſtianity,” T 
ſhould elſe be tempted to uſe the language of a Critic z for what 
is more provoking to a commentator, than to behold his author 
thus portrayed ? ,Yet I conſider it really hurts not him; whereas 
to call others dull,- might do them prejudice with a world tas 


IMITATIONS. 


VER. 114 142. piteous of bis caſe, - | 

Yet ſmiling at his rueful length of face. 1. 
ARiſit pater optimus illi.— 

Me liceat caſum miſereri inſontis amici 


Sic fatus, targum Gztuli 1 immane ac leonis, a. 
| Virg. En. v 


. &C 
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1 aftrefive work ! whoſe wry-mouth'd portraiture Farleſ: 
Diſplay'd the fates her confeſſors endure, 146 And 


- REMARKS, 


apt to believe it: Therefore, though Mr. D. may call another 
a Fittle aſs or a young toad, far be it from us to call him a foo 
lian or an old ſerpent. Indeed, had I written theſe notes (as was 
once my intent) in the learned language, I might have yiven 
bim the appellations of balatro, calceatum caput, ſcurra in trivin, 
being phraſes in good eſteem and frequent uſage among the 
beſt learned: But, in our mother tongue, were I to tax any 

gentleman of the Dunciad, ſurely it ſhould be in words not to 


- vulgar  intelligibles. whereby chriſtian charity, decency, V 
and good accord among authors, might be preſerved, Scx1zi. dus 
The . good Scriblerus here, as on all occaſions, eminently yiou 


ſhews his humanity. Put it was far otherwiſe with the gen- 

tlemen of the Dunciad, whoſe ſcurrilities were always perſonal, 

and of that nature which provoked every honeſt man but Mr. 

Pope; yet never to be lamented, ſince they occaſioned the fol. 
lowing amiable Verſes: : | 


# 


% While Malice, Pope, denies thy page 
e Its own celeſtial fire; 
« While Critics, and while Bards in rage, 
« Admiring, won't admire; 


4% While wayward pens thy worth aſſail, 
& And envious tongues decry; 

© Theſe times tho' many a Friend bewail, 
« Theſe times bewail not I. 


e But when the World's loud raiſe is thine, 
«© And ſpleen no more ſhall blame, | 
« When with thy Homer. thou ſhalt _ 
« In one eſtabliſh'd fame: 


— 


— 
— a 


Farleſs On high, ſtood unabaſh'd De Foe, | 
And Tutchin flagrant from the ſcourge below. | 


— 
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REMARKS, 


4 When none ſhall rail, and ev'ry lay 
Devote a wreath to thee ; 

c That day (for come it will that day 
« Shall I la ment to ice, 


Ver. 143. A ſhaggy Jap. ſry,] A a forty kind of Tapefiry Ms 
quent in old Inns, made of worſted or ſome coarſer auf; - like 


that which is ſpoken of by Donne — Faces as rightful as theirs 
whip Chriſt in old banging. The imagery woven in it alludes to 
the mantle of Cloanthus, in En. v. 

VIS. 144. On Codrus' old, or Dunton's modern bed 3 Of co- 
aus the poet's bed, ſee Juvenal, deſcribing his poverty very u- 
kiouſly, Sat. iii. ver. 103, Sc. 

Lectus erat Codro, &c. 


Codrus had but one bed, ſo ſhort to boot, _ 

That his ſhort wife's ſhort legs hung dangling out. 

His cupboard's head fix earthen pitchers grac's, 

Beneath them was his truſty tankard plac'd; 

And to ſupport this noble plate, there lay 

A bending Chiron, caſt from honeſt clay. 

His few Greek books a rotten cheſt contain'd, 

Whoſe covers much of mouldineſs complain'd, 

Where mice and rats devour'd poetic bread, 

And on heroic verſe luxuriouſly were fed. 

*Tis true poor Codrus nothing had to boaſt, | 
And yet poor Codrus all that nothing loft, Dryden. 


But Mr. Concanen, in his dedication of the letters, advertiſe- 
ments, Sc. to the author of the Dunciad, aſſures us, that 
ſuvenal never ſatirized the Poverty of Codrus. 

John Dunton was a broken bookſeller, and abuſive ſcribler 
he writ Neck or Nothing, a violent ſatire on ſome minifiers sf 
fate; a libel on the Duke of ms and the Biſhop of Fe- 
rerborough, Sc. 6 


. 
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There Ridpath, Roper, cudgell'd might ye view, 


Himſelf among the ſtory'd chieſs he ſpies, 

As, from the blanket, high in air he flies, 

And oh! (he cry'd) what ſtreet, what lane but knows 
Our purgings, pumpings, blankettings; and blows? 
In ev'ry loom our labours ſhall be ſeen, 15; 
And the freſh vomit run for ever rl [ 


REMARKS. 

| Vin K = And . Tutchin flagrant from the 1 lob 
Tutchin, author of ſome vile verſes, and of a weekly paper 
called the Obſervator: He was ſentenced to be whipped through 
teveral towns in the weſt of England, upon which he petition- 
ed King James II. to be hanged. When that Prince died in 
exile, he wrote an invective againft his memory, occafioned by 
ſome humane elegies on his death. He lived to the time of 
Queen Anne. 

VER." 149. There Ridpath, Roper, ] Authors of the Flying 
poſt and Poſt-boy, two ſcandalous papers on different ſides, for 
which they equally and alternately deſerved to be cudgelled, 
and were ſo. | 

VII. 151, Himſelf among the fory'd ebiefs be ſpies,] The 
hiſtory of Curl's being toſſed in a blanket, and whipped by the 
ſcholars of Weſtminſter, js. well known. Of his purging and 
vomiting, ſee A full and true account of a horrid Revenge on 
the body of Edm. Curl, Sc. in Swift and Pope's Miſcell. 


e n 


- Ver. 151. Himſelf among the fory'd chiefs be $663 
Se quoque principibus permixtum-agnovit Achivis— 


Quæ regio in terris noſtri non plena laboris ? Virg. n. i, 
Ver, 156. And the freſh vomit run far e ever mw J A parody 
es theſe lines of a late noble author: 


And run for ever purple in the looms, 


358 THE DUNCIAD. Bock Il. 


The very worſted ſtill Iook d black and blue. 150 


Conſtitit, & lacrymans: Quis jam loeus, inquit, Achate! © 


His bleeding arm had furniſh'd all their rooms; hr Tp en 


See in the circle next, Eliza plac d, 1 
Two babes of love cloſe clinging to her waiſt; 
Fair as before her works the ſtands confeſs d, 15h 
In flow'rs and pearls by nn Kirkall drels'd. : 


I 
Rr MAGS. 


VER. 157. See is the circle next, El pla 45 In this! — 


js expoſed, in the moſt contemptuous manner, the profligate li- 


centiouſneſs of thoſe ſhameleſs ſcriblers (for the moſt part of tht 
ſx, which ought leaſt to be capable of ſuch malice or impũ- 
dence) who in 13 Memoirs and Novels, reveal the faults 
or misfortunes of both ſexes, to che ruin of public fame, or dii- 
turbance of private happineſs. Our good poet (by the Whole 
caſt of his work being obliged not to take off the Irony) Where 
he could not thew his indignation, hath ſheum his 'contempt, #6 
much as poſſible z having here drawn as vile a picture as could be 
repreſented in the colours of Epic poely;, ' © © Scars. 
Ibid. Eliza Haywood; this woman was authoreſs of theſe 
moſt ſcandalous books called the court of Carimania, and the 
new Utopia. For the t4vo babes of love, fee Cux 1, Key, p. 22. 
But whatever reflection he is pleaſed to throw upon this: Lady, 
ſurely it was what from him ſhe little deſerved, who had crle- 
drated Curl's undertakings for Reformation cf manners, and 
clared herſelf . to be ſo perfectly acquainted with the ſeveetneſs 
« of his diſpoſition, and that tenderneſs abith æobich be conſidered 
« the errors of bis fellocu-creatures; that, though ſhe ſhould find 


ce the little inadvertencies of her own life recorded in his papers, 


« the was certain it would be done in ſuch a manner as the 
© could not but approve.” Mrs. Har woop, Hiſt, he Clar, 
printed i in the Female Dunciad, p. 18, | 

Ver. 1604 Xirkell, the name of an Engraver. REP of this 
Lady's works. were printed in four volumes in 12mo, . 
80 thus dreſſed up before them. | 


| IMITATIONS. 


" Ven 58. Tv babes of love chſe clinging fo ber if 7 
Creſſa genus, Pholoe, geminique ſub ubere nati, 
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The Goddeſs then: © Who beſt can ſend on high 

The ſalient ſpout, far ſtreaming to the ky; 

His be yon Juno of majeſtic ſize, 

« With cow-like udders, and with ox-like eyes. 

4 This China Jordan let the chief o'ercome 

% Repleniſh, not ingloriouſly, at home.” 
Oſborne and Curl accept the glorious ſtrife, 

(Tho! this his Son diſſuades, and that his Wife.) 


105 


REMARKS 


Ven. * Oſborne, Thomas] A Bookſeller in Gray's-Inn, 
very well qualified by his impudence to act this part; there- 
fore placed here inſtead of a lefs deferving predeceſſor. This 
man publiſhed adyertiſements for a year together, pretending 
to ſell Mr. Pope's Subſcription books of Homer's Iliad at half 
the price: Of which books he had none, but cut to the ſize of 


them (which was Quarto) the common books in folio, without 


Copper-plates, on a worſe paper, and never above half the 
value. 


V pon this advertiſement the Gazetteer harangued thus, July 
6, 1739- © How melancholy muſt it be to a Writer to be 


| IMITATIONS., 
Vir, 163. yon Juno * m 
With cow-hke udders, and with ox-like eyes.] 
In allufion to Homer's Boams H .]ͥiw Hen. 


VIX. 16 5. This China Jordan] 


Tertius Argolica hac galea contentus abito. Virg. En, vi, 


Is the games of Homer, Iliad xxiii. there are ſet together, as 
prizes, a Lady and a Kettle, as in this place Mrs. Haywood 


and a Jordan, But there the preference in value is given to 


the Kettle, at which Mad, Dacier is juſtly diſpleaſed. Mrs. H. 


js here treated with diſtinction, and acknowledged to be the 


more valuable of the two. 


« f 
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Book I. THE DUNCIAD. 


One on his manly confidence relies, 3 
One on his vigour and ſuperior ſize. 170 
Firſt Oſborne lean'd againſt his letter'd poſt ; | 
It roſe; and labour'd to a curve at moſt. 

So Jove's bright bow diſplays 1 its wat'ry round, 
(Sure ſign, that no ſpectator mall be drown'd) 
A ſecond effort brought but new diſgrace, 175 
The wild Meander waſh'd the Artiſt's face: 


REMARKS. 


« ſo unhappy as to ſee his works hawked for ſale in a manner 
“ ſo fatal to his fame! How, with Honour to yourſelf, and Juſtice 
to your Subſcribers, can this be done? What an Ingratitude 
eto be charged on the Only honeſt poet that lived in 17381 and 
« than whom Virtue has not had a ſhriller Trumpeter for many ages! 
“That you were once generally admired and eſteemed can be de- 
© nied by none; but that you and your works are now deſpiſed, 
« js verified by this fact which being utterly falſe, did not 
indeed much humble the Author, but drew this juſt chaſtiſe- 
ment on the Bookſeller, 


IMITATIONS. 


VER. 169, 170, One on his manly confidence relies | 
One on his vigour] 


Ile—melior motu, fretuſque juventa | 
Hic membris & mole valens, Virg. En. v. 
VER. 173, 174. So fove's bright bo _ | 
(Sure fn, | 
The words of — of the Rain- bow, in Iliad xi. 
de Te Keovicy 
Ey viii heike, Theag fte &v9gumroy. 


Que le fils de Saturne a fondez dans les niies, pour etre dang 
tous les Ages une ſigne à tous les mortels. Dacier, 
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162 THE DUNCIA D. Bock I. 
Thus the ſmall jett, which haſty hands unlock, 
Spirts in the gard'ner's eyes who turns the cock. 
Not ſo from ſhameleſs Curl; impetuous ſpread 
The ſtream, and ſmoking flouriſh'd o'er his 215 
So (fam'd like thee for turbulence and horns) 
Eridanus his humble fountain ſcorns ; . 


Thro' half the heav'ns he pours th' exalted urn; 
His rapid waters in their paſſage burn. 


REMARKS, 
VIX. 183. Thro' half the beav'ns be pours th" exalted urn; 


In a manuſcript Dunciad (w here are ſome marginal corrections 
of ſome gentlemen ſome time deceaſed) I have found another 
reading of theſe lines, thus, 
And lifts his urn, thro' half the heavy ns to "IE 
His rapid waters in their paſſage glow. | 
This I cannot but think the right: For firſt, though the at. 
ference between burn and glow may ſeem not very material to 
others, to me I confeſs the latter has an elegance, a je ne ſca 
guoy, Which is much eaſier to be conceived than explained. Se- 


IMITATION:S, 


Ver. 181, 182. So (fam'd like thee for turbulence and Ain) 
Eridanus] 
Virgil mentions thete two qualifications of Eridanus, Georg: ir. 
Et gemina auratus taurino cornua vultu, 
Eridanus, quo non alius per pinguia culta 
In mare purpureum violentior influit amnis. 
The Poets fabled of this river Eridanus, that it flowed through 
the ſkies. ' Denham, Cooper's Hill: 
Heav'n her Eridanus no more ſhall boaſt, 
Whoſe fame in thine, like leſſer currents Joft ; 
Thy nobler ſtream ſhall vifit Jove's abodes, 
To ſhine among the ſtars, and bathe the Gods. 
I 1 


book IT. THE DUN CIAD. 163 


Swift as it mounts, all follow with their eyes: 
still happy Impudence obtains the prize. 186 
Thou triumph'ft Victor of the high-wrought day, 
And the pleas'd dame, ſoft-ſmiling, lead' away. 


REMARKS. 


condly, every reader of our poet muſt have obſerved how fre- 
quently he uſes this word glow in other parts of his works ; To 
inſtance only in his Homer: 


(.) Iliad ix, ver. 726. — With one reſentment glows. 
(2.) Iliad xi, ver, 626. — There the battle glows, 


(3 ) Ibid, ver. 985,—The cloſing fleſh. that inſtant ceas d to 


glow. 
(4.) Iliad xii. ver. 45,—Encompaſs'd Hector glows. 
(5.) Ibid. ver. 475, —His beating breaſt with gen rous . 
glows. 
(5 Y Iliad x xvii, ver. 59 1,—Another part glow'd with reful- 
gent arms. 
(J.) Ibid. ver. 654.—And curl'd on ſilver props in order glow, 
I am afraid of growing too luxuriant in examples, or I could 
ſtretch this catalogue to a great extent; but theſe are enough to 


prove his fondneſs for this beautiful word, which, therefore, let 
all future editions replace here, 


I am aware, after all, that burn is the proper word to con- 


vey an idea of what was ſaid to be Mr. Curl's condition at this 


time: But from that very reaſon I infer the direct contrary, For 
ſurely every lover of our author will conclude he had more bu- 
manity than to inſult a man on ſuch.a misfortune or calamity, 
which could never befal him purely by his on fault, but frum 
an unhappy communication with another. This note is halt 
Mr. Theobald, half $cg18BL. 

VER. 187. The high-wrought day,] Some affirm, this was 
originally, aue ll p ſt day; but the Poet s decency would not 
ſuffer it, 

Here the learned Scriblerus 3 great anger; he ex- 
claims * all ſuch Conjectural Emendations in this wanner: 
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Oſborne, dn perfet modeſty o'ercome, 
Cron d with the Jordan, walks contented home. 
Bat now for Authors nobler palms remain; 101 
Roam for my Loyd { three jcckeys in his tram; 
Six hontlmen with a ſhout precede his chair: 
He grins, and looks broad nonſcaſc With a Hare. 
His Honoer's meaning Dulneſs thus expreſt, 193 
* He wins this Patron, was can tickle beſt.“ 
He chinks his parſe, and takes his ſeat of ſlate: 
With ready quills the Dedicators wait: 
Now at his head the dextrous taſk commence, 
And, inſtant, fancy feels th' imputed ſenſe; 20 
' Now gentle touches wanton o'er his face, 
He firats Adonis, and affects grimace: 
Rolli the feather to his car conveys, 
Then his nice taſte directs our Operas: 


Ss REWARTS, 
* Let it fuffre, O Pallas“ that every noble Ancient, Gred or 
Kama, hath foffered the impertinent oortection of every 
e Dutch, German, and Srpitx Schookmatter ! Let our Englith at 
C Jeaſt eſcape, whoſe intrinſic is (carce of marble fo ſolid; as mt 
© << to be impaired or foiled by feck rude and dirty hands. Suffer 
cem to call their works their ows, and after death at left 
«<< to find teſt and fanctuary from Critics! When theſe men have 
& ceaſed to rail, let them not begin o do work, to c 
* Let dem rot conjetture into nonſenſe, correct out of all cor. 
c reftneſs, and reſtore into obſcurity and corrf uon. Mi ſerable 
. fate? which can befal only the ſyrightlieſt wits that have 

© written, and will befal them only from fuch dull ones 23 

RA OG an 

PVS. 203. Packs Antony Ro, an Italian Poet, and writer 


' of many Operas: in that Language, which, partly by the help ot 
1 


Book II. THE DUNCIAD: 165 
Bentley his mouth with claſſic flatt'ry opes, 205 
And the puff d orator ee 

cl 


REIN AR ES. : 
bis genius, prevailed in England near twenty years. He taught 


Operas. 


nous Dr. Richard Bentley, but of ane Tho. Bentley, 2 fmall 
ctitic, who aped his uncle in a [tile Horace. The great one 
vas intended to be dechcated to the Lord Hallifax, dut (on a 
charge of the Miniſtry) was gives to the Earl of Orford 5 for 
which reafon the little one was dedicated to his fon the Lord 
Harley. A tafte of his Claſie Eloculios may be ſeen in his 
following Panegyric on the Peace of Utrecht. O Copimus Pa. 
> BY trew tun, firlgentiffimun: illrd Orbis Anglicans ju bur, adorare- 
0 :xgens Reipublice roftre columen ! O. fortunatem tanto Heroe 
Britanziam * Il tali tanteque wire Drum per Cmnia adfinſſe 

rammque jus & mextem divexifſe CER r n Er. be. 
jus nie Unins ferme operu, qui ſfimis & perhonorificis eonditio- 
nidus, diarurxe, ben nimium? belk, frnem inpeſitum t ialemrs. 9 
Diem æterna memorre digriſſimam! qua tervores Patria amses exct- 
dit, Pa cemęgue din exopeurant tots fers Europa reflituit, 24 "ow 
Arg can; Amer, Harlant. 

Thus critically (that is, verbally) tranſlated > 

4 Thy Father, that moſt refulgent ſtar of the Anglican Orb, 


« we much defire to adore? O mighty Column of our Re. 


ic public? Oh Britain, fortunate in ſoch an Hero? That to fuck 
* and ſo great a Man Gop was ever prefent, in every abi, and 
«© all along directed both his hand and his beart, is a N Ab- 
« folate Certainty ? For it is in a manner by the operaticn of 
* this Man alone, that we behold a War (alas! how much too 
e long am one) brought at length to an end, on te moſt i 
« and moſt. bowmurable Conditions, Oh Day eternally to be me- 
% morated! wherein all the Terrors of his Country were end- 
i ed, and a PzAeE (long wiſh'd for by almoſt alf Europe) was 
4 reſtored by BARI, the Love ou _ of the Peopt: of 
« England. 
M3 


ſtaliars to fore fine err who affecled to direct the 


VER. 205. Bentley Bis 4 &c ]} Not fpoken of the fa | 
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166 THE DUNCIAD: Boch. 


But Welſted moſt the Poet's healing balm 
Strives to extract from his ſoft, giving palm; 
Unlucky Welfted ! thy unfeeling maſter, 

The more thou tickleſt, gripes his fiſt the faſter, 210 


VaRIAT1LlONS. 


VES. 209, in the firſt Ed. 
But Oldmixon the Poet's healing balm, &c, 


REMARK 8, 


But that this Gentleman can write in a different ſtyle. may 
be ſeen in a letter he printed to Mr. Pope, wherein ſeveral 
Noble Lords are treated in a moſt extraordinary language, par- 
ticularly the Lord Bolingbroke abuſed for that very Prack 
which he here makes the ſingle work of the Earl of Oxford, di- 
rected by God Almighty. 

VII. 207. Welfted Leonard Welſted, author of The Tri- 
umvirate, or a Letter in verſe from Palzmon to Celia at Bath, 
which was meant for a ſatire of Mr. P. and ſome of his friends 
about the year 1718. He writ other things which we cannot 


remember. Smedley in his Metamorphoſis of Scriblerus, men- 


tions one, the Hymn of a Gentleman to his Creator: And there 
was another in praiſe either of a Cellar, or a Garret. L. W, 
characterized in the treatiſe INegi Bades, or the Art of Sinking, 
as a Didapper, and after as an Fel, is ſaid to be this perſon; 
by Dennis, Daily Journal of May 11, 1728, He was alſo 
characterized under another animal, a Mole, by the author of 
the enſuing Simile, which was handed about at the ſame time: 
% Dear Welſted, mark, in dirty hole, 
« That painful animal, a Mole: 
% Above ground never born to grow 
What mighty ſtir it keeps below? 
« To make a Mole-hill all this ſtrife! 
5c It digs, pokes, undermines for life, 
How proud alittle dirt to ſpread ; 
„ Conſcious of nothing o'er its head! 
c Till lab'ring on for want of eyes, 
« It blunders into Light and dies, 
You have him again in book ili, ver. 269. 


Book II. 


And quick ſenſations ſkip from vein to vein ; 

A youth unknown to Phcebus, in deſpair, 

Puts his large refuge all in heav'n and pray'r. 

What force have pious vows! The Queen of Love 

Her fiſter ſends, her vot'reſs, from above. 216 

As taught by Venus, Paris learnt the art | 

To touch Achilles' only tender part ; 

Secure thro” her, the noble prize to carry, 

He marches off, his Grace's Secretary, 220 
Now turn to diff rent ſports (the Goddeſs cries) 

And learn, my ſons, the wond'rous pow'r of Noiſe. 

To move, to raiſe, to raviſh ev'ry heart, | 

With Shakeſpear's nature, or with Johnſon's art, 


REMARKS, 


VER. 213. A youth unknown to Pbæbut, &e. 1 The fatire of 
this Epiſode being levelled at the bafe flatteries of authors to 


worthleſs wealth or greatneſs, concludes here with an excellent 


lefſon-to ſuch men: That altho' their pens and praiſes were ag 
exquiſite as they conceit of themſelves, yet (even in their own 
mercenary views) a creature unlettered, who ſerveth the paſ- 
fions, or pimpeth to the pleafures, of fuch vain, braggart, puft 


IMITATIONS. 


VER. 223, 225. To. move, to raiſe &c. 
Let others aim: Tis yours to ſoake, &c, ] 
Excudent ali ſpirantia mollius æra, 
Credo equidem, vivos ducent de marmore vultus, Cs. 
Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento, 
Hæ tibi erunt artes . 


M 4 


THE DUNCIAD. 156 
While thus. each hand promotes the pleating Pain, 
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168' THE DUNCIAD. Book H. 
Let others aim: Tis yours to ſhake the ſoul 225 
With thunder rumbling from the muſtard bowl, 
With horns and trumpets now to madneſs ſwell, 
Now fink in ſorrows with a tolling bell ! 

Such happy arts attention can command, 

When fancy flags, and ſenſe is at a tand. 230 
Improve we theſe. Three Cat-calls be the bribe 
Of him, whoſe chatt'ring ſhames the Monkey tribe: 
And his this Drum, whoſe hoarſe heroic bafe 
Drovns the loud clarion of the braying Aſs. 

Now thouſand tongues are heard in one loud din: 
The Monkey-mimics ruſh diſeordant in; 236 
Twas chatt'ring, grinning, mouthing, jabb'ring all, 
And Noiſe and Norton, Brangling and Breval, 


, ont TO _—_ W £ 
1 * * — _ 
— _ . a6 ee 


REMARKS, 


Nobility, ſhall with thoſe patrons be much more inward, and of 
them much higher rewarded, Scr1BL, 
VER. 226. With Thunder rambling from the muſtard bowl,] 
The old way of making Thunder and Muſtard were the ſame; 
but ſince, it is more advantageouſly performed by troughs of Tt 
wood with flops in them, - Whether Mr. Dennis was the in-- 
ventor of that improvement, I know not; but it is certain, 
that being once at a Tragedy, of a new author, he fell into a 
great paſſion at hearing ſome, and cried, ** Sdeath! that is my 
© Thunder.“ 4 
VX. 228.— with a tolling bell; J a mechanical help to the Pa- 
thetic, not unuſeful to the modern writers of Tragedy. 
VꝝX. 231, Three Cat- calls] Certain muſical inſtruments uſed 
by one ſort of Critics to confound the Poets of the T heatre, 
= 7 238. Norton,] See ver. 417. — J. Durant Breval, Au- 
thor of a very extraordinary Book of Travels, and ſome Poems, 
See bofore, Note on yer, 1 128. 788 t] 
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yok Il. THE DUNCIAD. 165 
Dennis and Diſſonance, and captious Art, 
and Snip-ſnap ſhort, and Interruption ſmart, 240 
And Demonſtration thin, and Theſes thick, 
And Major, Minor, and Concluſion quick. 
Hold (cry'd the Queen) A Cat-call each ſhall wan ; 
Equal your merits! equal is your din! 
But that this well-diſputed game may end, 245 . 
Sound forth, my Brayers, and the welkin rend. 

As when the long-ear'd milky mothers wait 
At ſome ſick miſer's triple-bolted gate, 
For their defrauded, abſent ſoals they make 


A moan ſo loud, that all the gild awake; 230. 


Sore ſighs fir Gilbert, ſtarting at the bray, 

From dreams of millions, and three groats to pay. 

$0 ſwells each wind-pipe; Aſs intones to Aſs, 

Harmonic twang! of leather, horn, and braſs; 

Sach as from lab'ring lungs th Enthuſiaſt blows, 255 

High Sound, attemp'red to the vocal noſe; 

Or ſuch as bellow from the deep Divine; 

There, Webſter ! peal'd thy voice, and Whiteficll 
thine. | 


RE M AR E s. 


Ven. 238. Mehſter— and Whitefield] The one the” writer & | 


a News-paper called the Weekly Miſcellany, the other a Field- 


IMITATIONS. 
VR. 243. A Cat call each ſhall win, &c,] 


Non noftrum inter ves tantas componers lites, 
Et vitula tu dignus, & hic Virg. Ecl. in. 
VER. 247, As ꝛcben the, Fc. ] A. Simile Würm a 0 tail, f n 
the manner of Hemer. 
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170. THE DUNCIAD. Bock II. 


But far o'er all, ſonorous Blackmore's ſtrain; 
Walls, ſteeples, ſkies, bray back to him again, 160 
In Tot'nam fields, the Brethren, with amaze, 
Prick all their ears up, and forget to graze ; 


RT MAR EKS. 


preacher, This thought the only means of advancing Religion 
was by the New-birth of ſpiritual madneſs: That by the old 


death of fire and faggot: And therefore they agreed in this, 
though in no other earthly thing, to abuſe all the fober Clergy, 
From the fmall ſucceſs of theſe two extraordinary perſons, we 


may learn how little hurtful Bigotry and Enthufiaſm are, while 
ike Civil Magiſtrate prudently forbears to lend his power to the 


ene, in order to the W it againſt the other. 


* 


1 1 6 


Ver. 260, Bray back to bim again.] A figure of ſpeech taken 
frem Virgil: 


Et vox aſſenſu nemorum ingeminata remugit. Georg, iii. 


He hears his numerous herds low o'er the plain, 

While:neighb'ring hills xv back to them again. Cowley, 
The poet here celebrated, Sir R. B. delighted much in the 
wore bray, which he endeavoured to ennoble by applying it to 
the ſound of Armour, War, Sc. In imitation of him, and 


frengthned by his authority, our author has here admitted it 
mto Heroic poetry, 


VIX. 262. Prict alf their ears up, ard forget to graze; 
Immemor herbarum quos eſt mirata juvenca. Virg. Ecl, viii. 


The propreſs of the found from place to place, and the ſcenery 
here of the bordering regions. Tottenham: fields, Chancery-lane, 
the Thames, Weſtminſter-hall, and Hungerford-ftairs, are imi- 


, tated from Virgil, En. vii. on the ſounding the horn of AleQo: 


Audiit et Trivie longe lacus, audiit amnis 
Sulphurea Nar albus aqua, * Velini, &c. 


Book IT. THE DUN CIAD. 7 


Long Chanc'ry- lane retentive rolls the ſound, 

And courts to courts return it round and round; 
Thames wafts it thence to Rufus' roaring hall, 265 
And Hungerford re-echoes bawl for bawl. 

All hail him victor in both gifts of ſong. 1 
Who ſings ſo loudly, and who ſings ſo long. „ # 


REMARKS, 


Vr. 263. Long Chanc'ry-lane] The place where the offices 
of Chancery are kept The long detention of Clients in that 
Court, and the difficulty of getting out, is humorouſly allegoriz-- 
ed in theſe lines, | 

Ven. 264%, Who fings ſo loudly, and -2ho fings ſo long.] A juſt 
character of Sir Richard t lackrhore knight, who (as Mr. Dry- 
den expreſieth it) | 

Writ to the rumbling of his coach's wheels. 
and whoſe indefatigable Muſe produced no leſs than fix Epic 
poems: Prince and King Arthur, twenty books ; Eliza, ten 
Alfred, twelve; the Redeemer, fix; beſides Job, in folio the 
whole book of i ſalms; the Creation, ſeven books; Nature of 
Man, three booksz and many more. *Tis in this ſenſe he is 
ſtyled afterwards the ewer/aſting Blackmore. Notwithſtanding all 
which, Mr. Gildon ſeems aſſured, that“ this admirable author = 
« did not think himſelf upon the ſame foot with Homer. Comp, by 1 
Art of Poetry, vol i. p. 108. | | | = 

But how different is the judgment of the author of Characters = 
of the times? p. 25. who ſays, ** Sir Richard Blackmore is un- ' 
« fortunate in happening to miſtake his proper talents; and 15 
5. that he has not for many years been ſo much as named, or 1 
e even thought of among writers.”” Even Mr. Dennis differs 
greatly from his friend Mr. Gi:don : ** Blackmore's Action (ſaith 
« he) has neither unity, nor integrity, nor morality, nor uni- 
« verſality; and conſequently he can have no Fable, and no 
« Heroic Poem: His Narration is neither probable, delightful, 
« nor wonderful; his characters have none of the neceſſary 
4e qualifications; the things contained in his narration are nei- 
© ther in their own nature delightful, nor numerous enough, 
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172 THE DUNCIAD. REH 


_ {ts morning pray's, and flagellation end) 270 
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This labour paſt, by Bridewell all deſcend, 


a NRrN AZE. | | 
nor rightly Ciſpoſed, nor ſurpriſing, nor pathetic.” —Nay be 
proceeds fo far as tÞ ſay dir Richard has no Genius; firſt laying 
daun, that “ Genius is caufe by a furious joy and pride of 
fſeul, on the conception of an extraordinary Hint, Many 
+ Men (fays he) have their Mints, without theſe motions of fury 
and pride of ſoul, becauſe they want fire enough to agitate 
*© their ſpirits, and theſe we call cold writers. Others who 
Shave a great deal of fire, but have nov excellent organs, feel 
the forementioned motions, without the exrranrdixary bints ; 
* and tlieſe we call faſtian writers. But he declares that Sir 
4 Richard had neither the Hints, nox the Motions,” Remarks 
en Pr. Arth. oftavo, 1696 Pyeface, 

This gentleman in his firſt works abuſed the character of Mr, 
Dryden; and in his laſt, of Mr. Pope, accuſing him in very 
Eigh and ſober terms of profaneneſs and immerality (Eflay on 
Palite. Writing, vol. ii. p. 27@,) on a mere report from Edm, 4 
Curl, that he was author of a Traveſtie on the firk Pfalm. Mr, 
Dennis took up the ſame repost, but with the addition of what 
Sir Richard had neglected, an Argument to prove it; which being 
very curious, we ſhall here txanſcribe, *%* It was he who bur- 
«© leſqued the Pſalm of David. It is are to me that Palm 
« was burleſqued by a Popiſh rhbymeſier. Let vhyming perſons 
* who have been broaght up Proteſionrs be otherwiſe what 


$7 ht xx wi a+ * 


* they will, let them be rakes, let them be fcoundrels, let 
d them be A beiſis, yet education has made an invincible im- 


. preſſion on there i behalf of the ſacred writings, But a 
4 Popijo rbymeſter has been brought up with a conterapt for 


E thoſe ſacred writings z new ew me another Popiſo rbymeſies - 


* but he This manner of argementation is uſual with Nr. 
Dennis; he has employed the ſame againſt Sir Richard himſelf, 


in a like charge of Impiety and Irreligion. All Mr. Black- 


„ more's celeſtial Machines, as they cannot be defended fo 
„ much as by common received opinion, fo ase they directly 
* contrary to the doctrine of the church of England; for tie 


To where Fleet- ditch with diſemboguing Treams 
Rolls the large tribute of dead dogs to Thames, 
The King of dykes! than whom no {luice of anud 
Wich deeper ſable blats the fiiver flood, 274 
Here ſtrip, my children! here at once leap in, 
<< Here prove who beſt czn daſh thro” thick and thin, 


XE NA R 8. 


* vihble dent of an Angel mult be a Miracle. Now it is the 


< JdoQrine of the Church Cf Fngland that miracles had ceafot 
& a long time before Prince Arthur came into the world, Now 
Af the dodtrine of the church of England be true, 25 we ae 
* obuged to believe, chen are ell the celeſtial machines in Prince 
Arthur unſufferable. as wanting act only human, but divine 
< probability, But if the machines are ſufferable, chat is, af 
* they have fo muck as divine probability, then it follows H 
c neceQity Mat the doctrine of the Church is falfe, So I leave 


<< it to every impartial Clergyman to conſider, Sc. Preface o 


&« the Remarks on Frince Arthor. 
Vz8&. 27c. {ſs morning pray'r, and fixpeliation end.] it os 
between eleven and twelve in the morning, after church ſervios, 
met the criminals are whipt in Bridewell —This is to mark 
Qtualty the time of the day: Homer does it by the cincumm- 
ſtance of the Judges T2fing from court, or of the Labcurers din- 
ner: eur anthor by one very proper both to the Parſon; vnd the 
Scene ef His porn, which we may remember commenced in the 


evening of the Lord-rnayor”s days The ficſt book pailod in that - 
- aighr ; the next morning the games begin in che Strand, dene 


along Fleet-ftocet (places inhabited by Bookſellers) then thay 
| prooeed by Bride well toward Fleet-ditch, and laſily thes* Lut- 
| Late to the City and the Temple of the Goddols, 


ImtTATIONS. 
agg 278. The Mx of dykes! Se. 
Fluvorum wen Eridanus, 


Y e acn Aus, per Pingula culta, | 
Im Mare purpareum violentior ipfluit Als. | Ving 
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174 THE DUNCIAD. Book It, 
% And who the moſt in love of dirt excel,” 

* Or dark dexterity of groping well. 

Who flings moſt filth, and wide pollutes around 

„The ſtream, be his the weekly Journals bound, 

A pig of lead to him who dives the beſt; 


« A peck of coals a-piece ſhall glad the reft.” 
In naked majeſty Oldmixon ſtands, 
And Milo-like ſurveys his arms and hands; 


281 


RE MARES. 

VIX. 296, 277, 278.—daſh tbro' chic and thin. Ihe of dirt 
dark dexterity) The three chief qualifications of P 1 
to ſtick at nothing, to delight in flinging dirt, 
the dark by gueſs. 

VIX. 280, the weekly Journals] Papers of news and ſcandal 
intermixed, on different ſides and parties, and frequently ſhifting 
from one ſide to the other, called the London Journal, Britiſh 


Journal, Daily Journal, Sc. the concealed writers of which for 
ſome time were Oldmixon, Roome, Arnal] 


others ; perſons never ſeen by our author. 
Ver 282. A peck of coals apiece] Our indulgent Poet, when- 


arty writers: 
and to ſlander in 


ever he has ſpoken of any dirty or low work, conſtantly puts us 


in mind of the Poverty of the offenders, as the only extenuation 
of ſuch practices. Let any one but remark, when a Thief, a 


. Pick-pocket, an Highwayman, or a Knight of the poſt are 


ſpoken of, how much our hate to thoſe characters is leſſened, if 
they add a needy Thief, a poor Pick-pocket, an burgry High-way⸗ 


man, a ſtarving Knight of the poſt, Cc. 


VII. 283. In naked Majeſty Oldmixon flands,] Mr. Joun 
OrDpmixoN, next to Mr. Dennis, the moſt ancient Critic of our 
Nation; an unjuſt cenſurer of Mr. Addiſon in his proſe Eſſay on 
Criticiſm, whom alſo in his imitation of Bouhours (called the Arts 


of Logic and Rhetoric) he miſrepreſents in plain matter of fact; 


fcr in p. 45. he cites the Spectater as abuſing Dr. Swift by name, 
where there is not the leaſt hint of it; and in p. 304. is ſo inju- 


rious as to ſuggeſt that Mr. Addiſon himſelf writ that Tatler, 


„ Concanen, and 


Book II. THE DUNCIAD. 15 
Then ſighing, thus And am I now three-ſcore? 
« Ah, why, ye Gods! ſhould two and two make four? 


RE M A = K s. 

N* 43, which ſays of his own Simile, that * Tis as great as 
« ever entred into the mind of man. In Poetry he was not 
« ſo happy as laborious, and therefore characteriſod by the Tat- 
er No 62, by the name of Omicron the Unborn Poet. Ounl, 
Key, p. 13. © He writ Dramatic works, and a volume of 
« Poetry conſiſting of heroic Epiſtles, &c. ſome whereof are 
very well done, ſaid that great Judge Mr Jacob, in his 
Lives of Poets, vol. ii p. 303. 

In his Eſſay on Criticiſm, and the Arts of Logic and Rhew- 
ric, he frequently reflects en our Author. But che top of his 
character was a Perverter of Hiſtory, in that fcandalous one gf 
the Stuarts in folio, and his Critical Hiſtory of England, two 
volumes, octavo. Being employed by biſhop Kennet, in pub 
liſhing the Hiſtorians in his Collection, he falſified Daniel's 
Chronicle in numberleſs places. Vet this very man, in the pre- 
face to the firſt of theſe books, advanced a particular fac to 
charge three eminent perſons of - falfifying the lord Clarendos 
Hiſtory z which fact has been diſproved by Dr. Atterbury, late 
biſhop of Rocheſter, then the only ſurvivor of them; and the 
particular part he pretended to be falſified, e fince, 
after almoſt ninety years, in that noble author's original manu-. 
ſcript. He was all his life a virulent Party-writer for hire, and 
received his reward in a ſmall place, which he enjoyed to his 
death. | | 

VER. 286. Ab, 3 ye Gods ſoull tx tro and tævo make 
four ?**] Very reaſonably doth this ancient Critic complain: 
Without doubt it was a fault in the Conſtitution of things. For 
the World, as a great writer faith, being given to man for -a Juþ- 
Je of ä he might chink himſelf mocked with a penu- 


„ 


Vis, 23 5. Then ſigbing thus, And am I now thre . ſcore ? Be] 
——Fletque Milon ſenior, cum ſpectat inanes 
Herculeis ſimiles, fluidos pendere lacertos. Oval. 
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B 
He ſaid, * climb'd a. ſtranded lighter's height, 2g g 
Shot to the black abyſs, and plung'd downright.., He 
The Senior's judgment all the crowd admire, He 
Who but to ſink the deeper, roſe the higher. 290 An 


Next Smedley diy d. Now circles dimpled o'er 
The quaking mud, that clos' d, and op'd no more. A 
All look, all ſigh, and call on Smedley loſt; 

n in vain reſounds thro' all the coaſt. 


RE NMAA RA . 
rious gift, were any thing made certain. 8 thoſe faperior 
maſters of wiſdom, the Seeptics and Academics, reaſonably con. 
clude that teuo and two do not make four, SCR1B, 
ay we need not go ſo COR to remark what the Poet e 


1 Vs 


: of adding one year to r | 
VIX. 291. Next Smedley div'd;] In the furzegtions edition, 
- this whole Epiſode was applied to an initial letter E—, by 
whom if they meant che. Laureate, nothing was more abſurd 
no part agreeing with his character. Ihe Allegory evidently 
demands a perſon dipp'd.in ſcandal, and deeply immerſed in dirty 
work: whereas Mr. Euſden's writings rarely offended but by 
their r length and multitude, and accordingly. are taxed of nothing 
+ elſe in.baok +. ver. 102. But the perſon here mentioned, an 
Iriſhman, Was author and publiſher of many ſcurrilous Pieces, a 
weekly Whitehall Journal, in the year 1722. in the name of 
- Sir James Baker; and particularly whole volumes of Billingſgate 
- againſt Dr. Swift and Mr. Pape, called Gulliveriags and ae 
"as prints in oftayo, s. 3 
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vu. 293 z. And call on Smedley loft; & al: | 

| Alcides wept in vain for Hylas loſt, _ - 
nas, in vain, reſounds thro' all the. goalt, 

; Lord Roſcom. Tranſlat. of V vith, kel. 
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Then * eſſay d; ſcarce vaniſh'd out of ſight, 295 
He buoys up inſtant, and returns to light: 
He bears no tokens of the ſabler ſtreams, 
And mounts far off among the Swans of Thames, 
True to the bottom, ſee the Concanen creep, 
A cold, long-winded, native of the deep: 300 


VARIATIONS 


After ver, 298. in the firſt Edit. followed theſe, 
Far worſe unhappy Or ſucceeds, 
He ſearch'd for cotal, but he gather'd weeds. 


RrtrMARKS?. 


Vrs. 295. "Then * ofſay'd,] A Gentleman of genius and ſpi- 
rit, who was ſecretly dipt in ſome papers of this kind, on whom 
our poet beſtows a panegyric inſtead of a ſatire, as deſerving 
to be better employed than in party- -quatrels, and perſonal. 
invectives. 

' Ver. 299. Concanen] MAT TW CONCANEN, an Iriſhman 
bred to the law. Smedley (one of his brethren in enmity to 
swift) in his Metamorphoſis of Scriblerus, p. 7. accuſes him 


of „having boaſted of what he had not written, but others had 
He was author of ſeveral dull 


« reviſed and done for him.“ 
and dead ſcurrilities in the Britiſh and London Journals, and in 
2 paper called the Speculatift, In a pamphlet, called a Sup- 
plement to the Profund, he dealt very unfairly with our Poet, 


| not-enly frequently imputing to him Mr. Broome's verſes (for 


which he might indeed ſeem in ſome degree accountable, having 
eorreted what that gentleman did) but thoſe of the duke of 
Buckingham, and others: To this rare piece ſomebody humor- 
ouſly Auſed him to take for his motto, De profundis clamavi. 


He was fince a hired Scribler in the Daily Courant, where he 


poured forth much Billingſgate againſt the lord Bolingbroke, 
and others; after which this man was ſurpriſingly 80 to 
adminiſter Juſtice and Law in Jamaica. 


Vo I. V. 
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1138 THE DUNCIAD: Book ll. 


If perſeverance gain the Diver's prize, 
Not everlaſting Blackmore this denies : 


No noiſe, no ſtir, no motion can'ſt thou make, 


Th'unconſcious ſtream ſleeps o'er thee like a lake, 
Next plung'd a feeble, but a deſp'rate pack, 30; 


With each a ſickly. brother at his back: 


Sons of a Day! juſt buoyant on the flood, 

Then number'd with the puppies in the mud. 

Aſk ye their names? I could as ſoon diſcloſe | 
The names of theſe blind puppies as of thoſe. 310 
Faſt by, like Niobe (her children gone) 

Sits Mother Oſborne, ſtupify'd to ſtone! 

And Monumental Braſs this record bears, 

« Theſe are, —ah no! theſe were the Gazetteers !“ 


akin» 


V.an, 306, 307. With each a ſickly brother at bis 912 Sor 
of a_ day, &c.) Theſe were daily Papers, a number. of which, 
to leſſen, the , were printed one on the back, of an- 
other, 

Ven, 31. like Niobe] See the ſtory in One, Met vii. where 


the miſerable Petrefaction of this old. Tod” is -pathetically 


deſcribed. | 
Veen, 512. Oſborne] 2 name aſſumed by the eldeſt and * 
of theſe writers, who at laſt being aſhamed of his Pupils, gave. 


his paper over, and in his age remained ſilent. 
VIZ, 314. Gazetteers] We ought not to , ſuppoſe that a, 
modern Critic here taxeth the Poet with. an Anachroniſm, affirm- 


ing theſe Gazetteers not to have lived within the time of his 


IMITAT ION S. 
VR. 302. Net everlaſting Blackmore] 


Nec bonus Eurytion prælato invidit honori, c. Vi rg, An, | 


F 


J „ . THE DUN c IAD 5:6 
J Not fo bold Arnall; with a weight of full, 315 
Irurious he drives precipitately dull. 9.53. 


REMA. 


em, and challenging us to produce any ſuch paper of that 
ite. But we may with equal aſſurance aſſert, theſe Gazetteers 
ot to have lived fince, and challenge all the learned world to 
f produce one ſuch paper at this Day. Surely therefore, where 
Le point is fo obſcure, our author ought not to be cenſured too 
* BY oily. SCRIBLI + 

Notwithſtanding this affected ignorance. of the good Scri- 
blerus, the Daily Gazetteer was a title given very properly to 
certain papers, each of which laſted but a day. Into this, as 

2 common ſink, was received all the traſh, which had been 
before diſperſed in feveral Journals. and circulated at the public 
expence of the nation, The authors were the ſame cbſcure 
men: though ſometimes relieved by occaſional eſſays from Stateſ- 
men, Courtiers, Biſhops, Deans, and Doctors. The meaner 
ſort were rewarded with Money others with Places or Pene- 
fices, from an hundred to a thouſand a year, It appears from 
the Report of the Secret Committee for enquiring into the Con- 
duct of R. Earl of O. © That no leſs than fifty thouſard ſeventy - 
« ſeven Pounds, eigbteen Stillings, were pa: id to Authors and 
« Printers of News-papers, ſuch as Free Britons, Daily-Cou- 
« rants, Corn-Cutter's Journals, Gazetteers, and other political 
© papers, between Feb, 10, 173. and Feb. 10, 1741.“ Which 
ſhews the Benevolence of one Miniſter to have expended, for 
the current dulneſs of ten years in Britain, double the ſum which 
gained Louis XIV. ſo much honour, in annual Penſions to 
Learned men all over Europe. In which, and in a much longer 
time, not a Penſion at Court, nor preferment in the (hurch 
or Univerſities, of any Conſideration, was beſtowed on any man 
diſtinguiſhed for his Learning ſeparat- :ly from Party-merit, or 


Pamphlet-writing. | 
It is worth a reflection, that of all the Panegyrics beſtowed 


by theſe writers on this great Minifter, not one is at this day 
extant or remember d; nor even ſo much credit done to his Fer- 


N 2 ; 


180 THE DUNCIA D. Boch II. 
Whirlpools and ſtorms his circling arm inveſt, 
With all the might of gravitation bleſt, 

No crab more active in the dirty dance, 
Downward to climb, and backward to ad _ 320 
He brings up half the bottom on his head, 

And loudly claims the Journal and the * 

The plunging Prelate, and his pond'rous Grace, 
With = envy _—_ one Layman Plave,” * 


3 


- 


REMARKS. 
ſonal character by all they have written, as by one ſhort o. oecz- 
ſional compliment of our Author: 

Seen him I have; but in his happier bour 
Of ſocial pleaſure, ill exchang'd for Pow'r / 
Seen him, uncumber'd by the Venal Tribe, 
Smile without Art, and tin without a Bribe. 
VxX. 315. Arnall] William ARNALL, bred an Attor- 
ney, was a perfect Genius in this ſort of work, He began under 
twenty with furious Party papers; then ſucceeded Concanen in 
the Britiſh Journal. At the firſt publication of the Dunciad, 
he prevailed on the Author not to give him his due place in it, 
by a letter profeſſing his deteſtation of ſuch practices as his Pre- 
deceſſor's. © But ſince, by the moſt unexampled inſolence, and 
perſonal abuſe of ſeveral great men, the Poet's particular friends, 
he moſt amply deſerved a niche in the Temple of Infamy : 
'Witneſs a paper, called the Free Briton; a Dedication intituled, 
+. To: the Genuine Blunderer, 1732, and many others. He writ 
for hire, and valued himſelf upon it; not indeed without cauſe, 
it appearing by the aforeſaid ReyorT, that he received ** for 
«« Free Britons, and other writings, in the ſpace of four years, 
no leſs than ten thouſand nine bundred and ninety ſeven pounds, 
« fx ſhillings, and eight pence, out of the Treaſury,” But fre- 
quently, thro' his fury or folly, he exceeded all the hounds of his 
commiſſion, and obliged his honourable Patron. to difayow his 
ſcurrilities. 
VIX. 323. The plunging Prelare Se.] It having been invidi- 
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Book TT. THE DUNCIAD. 181 
When lo! a burſt of thunder ſhook the flood 365 


Slow roſe a form, in majeſty of Mud; 
Shaking the horrors of his ſable brows, 


And each ferocious feature grim with ooge. 


Greater he looks, and more than mortal ſtares: 

Then thus the wonders of the deep declares, _ 330 
Firſt he relates, how ſinking to the chin, 

Smit with his mien, the Mud-nymphs ſuck'd him i in; 

How young Lutetia, ſofter than the down, 

Nigrina black, and Merdamante brown, 


Vy'd for his love in jetty bow'rs below., Y 335 


As Hylas fair was raviſh'd long ago. 


Rx M A * K 8. | 
ouſly inſinuated that by this Title was meant a 1 great Pre 


late, as reſpectable for his defence of the preſent balance or 


power in the civil conſtitution, as for his oppoſition to the Scheme 
of no power at all, in the religious; 1 owe ſo much to the memory 


of my deceaſed friend as to declare, that when, a little before 


his death, I informed him of this: infinuation, he called it vile 


and malicious; as any candid. Man, he ſaid, might underſtand, 
by his having paid a willing A to this very prelate in 


_ 


another part of the Poem. 


VER. 336. As. Hylar fair] Who. was vibe 1 the, water- 
nymphs and drawn into the river. The ſtory is told at large by 


| ere rr lib, 1 in. _— \See AN el. vi. 


IMITATIONS. 


ks Tala 329. — be. keoks, and mare than mortal flara:] 
Virg. En. vi. of the Sibyl: . 


majorque videri, 
Nee mor tale ſonans - 
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182 THE DUNCIAD. Book II. 
Then ſung, how ſhown him by the Nut brown 


maids 
A branch of Styx here riſes 3 the Shades. . 
That tinctur d as it runs with Lethe's ſtreams, 6 
And wafting Vapours from the land of dreams, 340 “. 
(As under ſeas Alpheus' ſecret lluice | 1 
Bears Piſa's off ring to his Arethuſe) 
Pours into Thames: and hence the mingled wave 
Intoxicates the pert, and lulls the grave: 
Here briſker vapours o'er the TzmrLE creep, 345 
There, all from Paul's to Aldgate drink and ſleep. 


5 
| 


RYMARKS, 


VXX. 338. A branch of Styx, &c.] 
ot v a Havgriy T agieren ty biuele, 
"Oc b. 6 IInytidy Weoigs a de. 
Odd 5 oye Iinvew aufulale YE FT aervęediin, | 
Ad TE jay nalomegdey | Emogpeas NUT” LA | | 
*Ogxy yd Trp g al eg bow amoppat, | 
Homer, II. ii. Catal, 


Of the land of Dreams in the ſame region, he makes mention, 
Odyſſ. xxiv. See alſo Lucian's true Hiſtory. Lerbe and the 
Land of Dreams allegorically repreſent the Stupefuction and viſi- 
enary Madneſs of Poets, equally dull and extravagant. Of Al- 
pheus's waters gliding ſecretly under the ſea of Piſa, to mix 
with thoſe of Arethuſe in Sicily, ſee Moſchus, Idyll. viii. Virg. 
Ecl. x. 


Sic tibi, cum fluctus ſubter labere Sicanos, 
Doris amara ſuam non intermiſceat undam. 


d again, Æn. iii. | 
Me Alpheum fama eſt huc, Elidis amnem, 
Oecultas egiſſe vias ſubter mare, qui nunc 
Ore, Artheks, tuo Siculis confunditur undis. 


: 
2 
# 
. 


Book II. 


They led him ſoft; each rev rend Bard aroſe; _ 
And Milbourn chief, deputed by the reſt, 


Gave him the caſſock, ſurcingle, and veſt. 350 
6 Receive (he ſaid) theſe robes which once were 
„ mine, 


« Dulneſs is-ſacred in a ſound Sink Y 7 


He ceas'd, and ſpread the robe; the crowd confeſs 
The rev'rend Flamen in his lengthen'd dreſs. 
Around him wide a ſable Army ſtand, 355 
A low-born, cell-bred, ſelfiſh; ſervile band, 


REMARKS, 


Vrr, 349. And Milbourn] Luke Milbourn a Clergyman, the 
faireſt of Critics; who, when he wrote againſt Mr, Dryden's 
Virgil, did him juſtice in printing at the ſame time his own 
tranſlations of him, which were intolerable, His mannner of 
writing has a great reſemblance with that of the Gentlemen of 
the Dunciad againſt our author, as will be ſeen in the Parallel 
of Mr. Dryden and him. Append, 

Vx. 355. Around him vide &c. 
ſatire in theſe lines will be underſtood in the confined ſenſe in 
which the Author meant it, of ſach only of the Clergy, who, 
tho' ſolemly engaged in the ſervice of Religion. dedicate 8 
ſelves for venal and corrupt ends to that of Miniſters of F actions; j 


IMITATIONS, 


VER. 347.  Thenee to the banks, Sc.] | 
Tum canit errantem Permeſſi ad flumina Callum, 
Utque viro Phœbi chorus aſſurrexerit omnis; 
Ut Linus hæc illi divino carmine paſtor, 
Floribus atque apio crines ornatus amaro, 
Dixetit, Hos tibi dant ealamos, en accipe, Muſe, 
Aſcræo quos ante ſeni -&Cc, | 


N 4 


THE DUNCIAD, 183 
Thence to the banks where by ev'r end Bards repoſe, 5 
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7 THE DUNCIAD: Book n. 

Pronipt'sr to guard or ſtab, to faint or damn, 

Heav'ns Swiſs, who fight for any God;-or Man. 
9 TD's FE — m the A 

Fleet net 

| Rotts the black troop, ewe ba des che thn; * 

"THF ſhow'rs of Sermons, Characters, Eſſays, 

In circling fleeces Whiten all the ways: 

So clouds repleniſh'd from ſome bog below, 

Mount in dark volumes, and deſcend in ſnow. 

Here ſtopt the Goddeſs ;-and in pomp proclaims $65 

A gentler EEG to _ the Ry * 


— * 
— 9 = 2 
K 2 


095 17 een | 
andftho* educated under an entire ignorance of the world, aſpite 
to interfere in the government of jt, and conſequently, to diſturb 
and diſorder it; in which they fall ſhort only of their Predeceſſon 
when inveſted with a larger ſhare of power and authority, 
which they employed indifferently (as is hinted at in the line; | 
above) Fither | in ſupporting, arbitrary power, or in exciting | 
rebelliot; in canonizing the vices of Tyrants, or in blackening | 
the virtues of Pattiots; in cottupting religion by ſaperſtition, or 
betraying it by libertiniſm, as either was thought beſt to ſerve 
the ends of policy, or flatter the follies of the Great. 
Vzs. 39. Tad: fam d gate J.“ King, Lug repairing the 
«c City, called it after his own name, Lud's Town; the ſtrong 
« gate which he built in the weſt part, he likewiſe for his own 
% hcnour, named Ludtzate. In the year 1260. this gate was 
co bEaugified-with- images of Lud and other Kings: Thoſe images 
c in the reign of Edward VI. had*their Heads ſmitten off, and 
ue ghttwiſe defaced by unkdviſed folks. Queen Mary did 
| © ſet new heads upon their old bodies again. The 28th of Queen 
ce: Elibeth the ſame gata was: elean taken don; and newly 
«« and beaufifully builded j with images of Lud and others, as 
4 afore,” ? Stow's Survey of Lon dünn 2 
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Book II. 
« Ye Critics! in whoſe heads, as equal ſcales 


g « I weigh what author's heavineſs prevails; . 
Which moſt conduce to ſooth the ſoul in ſlumbers, 


« My H—ly's periods, or my Blackmore's numbers; 
4. Attend the trial we propoſe to make 371 
« If there be man, who o'er ſach works can wake, 
« Sleep's all-ſubduing charms, who dares defy, 

« And boaſts Ulyſles' ear with Argus eye; 

« To him we grant our ampleſt pow rs to it 37$ 
5. Judge: of all preſent, paſt, and future wit; 

To cavil, cenſure, dictate, right or „e 


Full and eternal privilege of tongue.“ 


* S Sophs, * three pert Wb 
n 379 
The ſame their Wiens, and their taſtes the fame; 
Each prompt to query, anſwer, and debate, 
And ſmit with love of Poeſy and Prate. 
The pond'rous books two gentle readers 2 


OY N vg . 
_ Vis. . See Hom. Odyſ. xi, Ovid, * ak 


. l 1 ERS. by 

a 300 381. The ſame their talent Each pronpe, PS; 

5 Ambo florentes ætatibus, Arcades amboy 
Et certare pares, & reſpondere parati. 

— a. 382. And ſmit with love of Poeſy and Prot. 


Smit with the love of ſacred ſung !!! Ass. 
VIX. 384. The beroes ſit, the vulgar form a ving.). (- | 
is, Met, xiii, 


Conſadere duces, & vulgi ſtante corona. Ov 
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186 THE DUNCIAD. Book Il. 


The clam'rous crowd is huſh'd with mugs of Mum, 
Till all tun'd equal, ſend a gen ral hum. 3386 
Then mount the Clerks, and in one lazy tone 
'Thro' the long, heavy, painful page draw! on; 
Soft creeping, words on words, the ſenſe compoſe, 
At ev'ry line they ſtretch, they yawn, they doze. 
As to ſoft gales top-heavy pines bow lo , 3091 
Their heads, and lift them as they ceaſe to blow: 
Thus oft they rear, and oft the head decline, 

As breathe, or pauſe, by fits, the airs divine. 
And now to this fide, and now to that they nod, 305% 
As verſe. or proſe, infuſe the drowzy God. 

Thrice Budgel aim'd to ſpeak. but thrice ſuppreſt 
By potent Arthur, knock'd his chin and breaſt. 


RIAA AA. 


Ven: 388. Thro' the bing, heavy, painful page, 401 «All 
te theſe nes very well imitate the flow drowzineſs with which 
© they proceed. It is impoſſible to any one, who has a poe- 
ce tical ear, to read them without perceiving the heavineſs that 
« lags in the verſe, to imitate the action it deſcribes. The fi- 
4 mile of the Pines js very juſt and well adapted to the ſubject; 4 
ſays an Enemy, in his Eſſay on the Dunciad, p. 21. 

VX. 397. Thrice Budgle aln'd to ſpeak,] Famous for his 
ſpetches' on many occaſions about the South Sea ſcheme, &c. 
© He is a very ingenious gentleman, and hath written ſome 
cc. excellent Epilogues to plays, and one ſmall piece: on Love, 
c which ———— Jacob, Lives of Poets, vol. ii. p. 289. 
But this gentlemon ſince made himſelf much more eminent, 
and perſonally well known to the greateſt Stateſmen of all par- 

ties, as well as to all the Courts of Law in this nation. 


— . — —— 


Each gentle clerk, ww ria foals his eyes. 
As what a Dutchman plumps into the lakes, 403. 


Book I. THE DUN C IAD. 
Toland and Tindal, prompt at prieſts to jeer 
Yet ſilent bow d to Cbriſt's No biagabm herr. 400 
Who ſat the neareſt, by the words o'ercome, - 
Slept firſt; the diſtant nodded to the hum. a, 


Then down are rall a the —_— h——_ o'er um 


7 51 1 


lies 


One circle firſt, and then a ſecond makes; 


5 
rn 


Van 1ATIONS. 


VER. 399. in the firſt Edit. it was, 
Collins and Tindal, prompt at Prieſts to jeer. 


REMARKS, 


Veg. 399. 7. nd and Tindel, ] Two perſons, not fo happy 
as to be obſcure, Who writ againſt the Religion of their Coun- 
try. Toland, the Author of the Atheift's liturgy, called Pan- 
theiſticon, was a ſpy, in pay, to Lord Oxford. Tinda! was au- 
thor of the Rights of the Chriftian Church, and Cbriſtianity as 
old as the Creation, He alſo wrote an abuſive pamphlet againſt 
Farl S—, which was ſuppreſſed, while yet in MS. by an emi- 
nent perſon, then out of the miniſtry, to whom he ſhewed it 


expecting his approbation: This Doctor afterwards publiſhed the 


ſame piece, mutatis mutandis, againli that very perſon. "a 

Ven, 400. Chriſt's No kingdom, &c.] This is. ſaid by Curly 
Key to Dunc. to allude to a ſermon. of a revetend Biſhop. . _ 

Ver. 49:. As wvhat a Dutchman, Sc.]. It. is .a common and 
fooliſh. miſtake, that a ludicrous. p 
brated paſſage is a ridicule of that paſſage. The reader there- 
fore, if he will, may call this a parody of the ebe $ on n ſub- 
lime Similitude in the Eſſay on Man, Wart iv. 2 A 

As the ſmall pebble, Se. 

bur will any body therefore ſuſpect the one 500 \ 0 2 — ot 


of a grave and cele- 


: 
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What Dulneſs dropt among her ſons impreſ. 
Like-motion from one cirele to the reſt: 

So from the mid- moſt the nutation ſproads | 
Round and more round, o'er-all the %% of heads, 
At laft. Centlivre felt her voice to fail, 411 
Motteux himſelf unfiniſh'd left his tale, | 
Boyer the State, and Law the Stage gave o'er, 
Morgan: And Mandevil could n no Ore 3 | 


> - 
1% <a $2: % 5.2 


— 


$ e 

2 vis. 413. in the firſt Edit. it was, 

28 and T— the Church and State gave 0! . 
Nor * talk'd nor S— whiſper d more. 


— 
1 


1b. 


x ae abe? A rigieate indeed there js in every parody : but when 
the image is transferred from one ſubject to another, and the 
fubject is not a poem burkſqued (which Scriblerus hopes the 
reader will diſtinguiſh from a Burleſque poem) there the ridicule 
falls not on the Thing inatatcd, but imitating, Thus, for in- 
7 tance, "when 
08. Edward bit be on Cibber's breaſt, 
it is, vithour doubt, an object ridiculous enough. © But 1 think 
it falls heither on old king Edward. nor his armeur, but on his 
armdur-bearer only. Let this be faid to explain our Author's 
Parodies *(4 figure that has always a good effect i ina mock epic 
m) either from profane or lacred writers. 
VII. 417. Centliure] Mrs. Suſanna Centlivre, wits to Mr. 
Centlivre, Veoman of the Mouth to his Maj zeſty: She writ 


many Plays, afid a Song (fays Mr. Jacob, vol. ip. 32. 9. before | 
Ra nart 5: ImiTAtION Ss 3 n 
VV᷑X- 410. O'er all the fea of bead. 

A waving ſea of head was round dv ads: s * 

5 . e pct = Dagobpeo ur 
ond SITES. OO . eib Job; 
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Norton, from Daniel and Oftrcea ſprung, 415 
Bleſs'd with his ene 


13 ** £ $-4 + > 


4 * . 0 hk « 7 - 4 * 
RAA Dad dure 


ſhe was ſeven years old. She 'alfs "writ a Hit ji Mr, 
Pope” s Homer, before he. deganl it. e „aux RE9320 T1, 


VER. 413. Beyer the State, and Lemke Sto Stag e gape oder, ] 


A. Boyer, a voluminous cormpiler o Annals, Political Gate 
tions, &c,—William Law A. M.“ wrote with great'zeal -againft 
the Stage; Mr, Dennis anſwered with as great: Their books 
were printed in 1726. Mr. Law affirmed, that The Play- 
« houſe is the temple of the Devil ; the peculiar pleaſure | of, the 
« Devil; where all they who 80, yield. to the Devil; Where 
« all the laughter is a laughter, among Devils; and all who are 
<« there are hearing Mufic in the very Porch of Hell.“ Te 
which Mr. Dennis replied, that There is every jot as much 
“e difference between a true N one made by a Pgetaſter, 
% as between t2v0 religious ys oh al Bible and. the Alceran. wo 
Then be 8 that ©« All. 08 who > 1 


n 40S 


"708 pn og Mr, Collier "Ig Nis wp Short View Ely * 5 


« declared fer the Chevalier; and his Diſſuaſive,.: 95 at the 
great form, When the deyaſtation. which, that hurricane 
« wrought, had amazed and aſtoniſhed the minds of men, and 
“ made them abnoxious to melanchply and deſponding thoughts. | 
« Mr, Law. took the opportynity to, attack the Stage va. the 


great preparations he heard were making abroad, nd Which 


the Facebites flattered themſelves were deſigned in their fa- 
« your, And as for Mr. Bedfard' a Serious Remonſtrance, cho 


« I know nothing of the time f gubliſping it, yet dre 48 y 


& odds it was either upon the Duke d Aumont's being at So- 
« merſet houſe, or upon the late rebellion.” Dennis, Stage 
defended againſt Mr. Law, p: ult; The fame Mr. Law is Au- 
thor of a book, intitled, Ar Appeal 4e all that doubt ef or diſbe- 
lieve the truth” of the Goſpel yin which he has detailed a Sy- 


ſtem of the _— n for the moſt exalted Theology 3 5 | 


% THE DUNCIAD: Bock 1 
Hung filent. down his never-bluſhing head; 

And all was-huſtid, as Folly's ſelf lay dead. 

Thus the ſoft gifts of Sleep conclude the day, 
And ftretch'd on bulks, as uſual, Poets lay. 420 
Why ſhould I fing, what bards the nightly Muſe 
Did flumo'ring viſit, and convey to ſtews; 

Who prouder march'd, with magiſtrates in ſlate, 

To ſome fam'd round-houſe, ever open gate 
How Henly lay inſpir'd beſide a ſink, 425 
And to mere mortals ſeem'd a Prieſt in drink: 


REMARKS, 


and amongſt other things as rare, has informed us of this, that 
Sir Iſaac Newton ftole the principles of his philoſophy from one 
Jacob Bebman, a German cobler. 

VXX. 414. Morgan] A writer againſt Religion; diſtinguiſhed 
no otherwiſe from the rabble of his tribe, than by the pom- 
pouſneſs of his Title; for having ſtolen his Morality from I in- 
dal, and his Philoſophy from Spinoza, he calls himſelf, by the 
curtefy of England, a Moral Philoſopher. 

Ibid. Mandevil] This writer, who prided himſelf as much 
in the reputation of an Immoral Phil:ſopher, was author of a 
famous book called the Fable of the Bees; written to prove, that 
Moral Virtue is the Invention of knaves, and Chriſtian Virtue 
the Impoſition of fools ; and that Vice is neceſſary, and alone 
ſufficient to render Society flouriſhing and happy. 

Vers. 415. Norton] Norton De Foe, offspring of the "WM 
Daniel, Forres creantur fortibus. One of the authors of the Fly- 
ing Poſt, in which well-bred work Mr. P. had ſometime the 
honour to be abuſed with his betters; and of many hired ſcur- 
rilities and Gly papers, to which he never ſet his name, 


:  IM1ITATIONS. 

Vss. 418. And all muas buſb' d, as Folly's ſelf lay dead.) Al- 
ludes to Dryden's verſe in the Indian Emperor: 
All things are huſh'd, as Nature's ſelf lay dead. 


4 


1 
N 
4 


N Book II. 


REMARKS. 


Vox. 426. And to mere mortals ſeem'd a Prieft in Diet i 7 
This line preſents us with an excellent moral, that we are never 


| to paſs judgment merely by appearances; a leſſon to all men, 


who, may happen to ſee a reverepd Perſon in the like fituation, 
not to determine too raſhly : fince not only the Poets ure 
deſcribe a Bard inſpired in this poſture, 


(On Cam's fair bank, where Chaucer lay infpir'd, 


and the li ke) but an eminent Caſuiſt tells us. that if a Prieft | 


te be ſeen in any indecent action, we ought to account it a 
« deception of ſight, or illufion of the Devil, who ſometimes 
takes upon him the aye of holy men on purpoſe to cauſe 
te ſcandal. wo 

VII. 427. Fleet] A priſon for inſolvent Debtors on the bank 
of the Ditch. 


The Exp of the Srxcoxny Boor, | 
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while others, timely, to the neighb'ring F _—_ 
7 (Haunt of the- Ty made their ſafe retreat. 
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THE. 


DU N CIAD: 


BOOK the THIRD. 


"ARGUMENT. 


Ager the other perſons are diſpoſed in their proper places 
of reft, the Goddeſs tranſports the King to her Temple, 
and there lays bim to ſlumber avith his bead on ber lap; \ 
@ poſition of marvellous virtue, which cauſes all the | 
Vifions of wild entbuſiafts, prejectors, politicians, 
inamoratos, caftle-builders, chemiſts, and poets, He 
it immediately carried on the xvings of Fancy, and led 
by a mad Poetical Sibyl, to the Elyſian ſhade; 
 ewhere, on the banks of Lethe, the ſouls of the dull 
art dipped by Bavius, before their entrance into this 
world. There he is met by the ghoſt of Settle, and 
by him made acquainted with the «wonders of the 
place, and with thoſe which he himſelf is deſtined 
to perform. He takes him te a Mount of Viſion, from 


1 


ARGUMENT. 193 
«vhence he ſhews him the paſt triumphs of the E mpir® 
of Dulneſs, then the. preſent, and. laſtly the future: 


| how ſmall a part of the world auas ever conguered by 


Science, how ſoon theſe conqueſts were ſtopped, and 
thoſe very nations again reduced to her dominion. Then 
diſtinguiſhing the Iſland of Great Britain, pews, * 
«what aids, by what perſons, and by what degrees it 


ball be brought to her Empire. Some of the perſons he 


cauſes to paſs in review before his eyes, deſcribing each' 
by his proper figure, character, and qualificationt, On 
a ſudden the Scene /hifts, and a vaſt number of mira- 
cles and pro gies appear, n farprifing and un- 
be the L of his own reign now commieucing. 
On this ſubjet Settle breaks into a congratulation, 
yet not unmixed avith concern, that his own times 
were but the types of theſe. . He propheſies Ges "boa firft 
the nation Hall be over-run with Farces, "Operas, 


and Shows ; 3, how the throne of Dulneſs ſhall be ad- 

_ wanced over the Theatres, and [ſet up even at Court: 85 

then how her Sons Gall ; "pre dk 1 in the feats of Arts 

2d Sciences: giving a ghapſe, or Piſgah ſight of 

the future Fulneſs of her. Glory, the accompliſhment 
1+. whereof i is the A. Y the fourth and laſt beok, 
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B O OK III. 


U'T in her Temple's laſt receſs inclos'd, 

On Dulnefs' lap th' Anointed head repos'd. 
Him clofe ſhe curtains round with Vapours blue, 
And ſoft befprinkles with Cimmerian dew, | 
Then raptures high the ſeat of Senſe o'erflow, 5 
Which only heads refin'd from Reaſon know. 
Hence, from the ſtraw where Bedlam's Prophet nods, 
He hears loud Oracles, and talks with Gods: 


. 


vas. 5, 6, Cc. Hereby is intimated that the following Vi. 
fion is no more than the chimera of the dreamer's brain, and 
not à real or intended ſatire on the preſent Age, doubtleſs more 


learned, more enlightened, and more abounding with great 


Genius's in Divinity, Politics, and whatever arts and ſciences, 
than all the preceding, For fear of any ſuch miſtake of our 
Poet's honeſt meaning, he hath again, at the end of the Viſion, 


repeated this monitien, ſaying that it all paſſed through the 


Ivory gate, which (according to the Ancients). denoteth Falſity. 
SCRIBL, 


How much che good Scriblerns was miſtaken. may be ſeen 


from the fourth book, 28 is plain from hence, he had 
never ſeen, BexTL; 


 IMITATIONS 


VER. 7, 9. Hence from the flraw where Bedlam's Prephet nods, 
He bears loud Oracles, and talks with Gods J 


Et varias audit voces, fruiturque deorum 
ColO UE) ————ÄÄLÿj?ĩ ä Virg. En. viii. 
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Book III. THE DUNCIAD. 195 


Hence the Fool's Paradiſe, the Stateſman's Scheme, 
The air-built Caſtle, and the golden Dream, 10 
The maid's romantic wiſh, the Chemiſt's flame, 
And Pet's viſion of eternal Fame. 

; And now, on Fancy's ealy wing convey © 
The King deſcending, views th'Elyſian Shade. _ 
A lip-ſhod Sibyl led his ſteps along, 15 
In lofty madneſs meditating ſong ; 


REMARKS. 


: Vs, 1. 4 ſlip -ſhed Sibyl] This allegory is extremely uſt, 
no conformation of the mind ſo much ſubjecting it to veal Mad- 
neſs, as that which produces real Dulneſs, Hence we find the 
religious (as well as the poetical) Enthuſiaſts of all ages were 
ever, in their natural ſtate, moſt heavy and lumpiſh; but on 
the leaſt application of heat, they run like lead, which of all 
metals falls quickeſt into fuſion. Whereas fire in a Genius is 


truly Promethean, it hurts not its conſtituent parts, but only 


fits it (as it does well-tempered ſteel) for the neceſſary impreſſions 
of art. But the common people have been taught (I do not 
know on what foundation) to regard Lunacy as a mark of Mit, 
juſt as the Turks and our modern Methodiſts do of Holineſs. But 
if the cauſe of Madneſs aſſigned by a great Philaſopher be true, 

it will unavoidaby fall upcn the dunces. He ſuppoſes it to be 
the dzoelling over long on one 05jce or idea: Now as this attention 
is occaſioned either by Grief or Study, it will be fixed by Dulneſs; 
which hath not qu ckneſs enough to comprehend what it ſeeks, 

nor force and vigour enough to divert the imagination from the 
object it laments. 


IMITATIONS, 
Ver. 15. A ſlip-ſpod Sibyl &c.] 
| Conclamat V ates 


w—mnmnmn_f urens antro ſe immiſit aperto. Virg. 
O 2 
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10 THE DUN CIA D. Bock 11, Be. 
Her treſſes ſtaring from Poetic dreams, g ; An 
And never waſh'd, but in Caftalia's ſtreams. ; of 
Taylor, their better Charon, lends an oar, 19 In 
(Once ſwan of Thames, tho now he ſings no more.) 1 
Benlowes, propitious ſtill to Blockheads, bows; [ D 
And Shadwell nods the Poppy on his brows. Ke 
Here, in a duſky vale where Lethe rolls, N 
Old Bavius fits, to dip poetic ſouls, 


R x N ARK s. = « 
VER. 19. Tayler] John Taylor the Water-poet, an honeſt = ' 
man, who owns he learned not ſo much as the Accidence: a1 
rare example of modeſty in a Poet ! | = 
1 muſt confeſs I do want eloquence, | | 

And never ſcarce did learn my Accidence ; 5 

For having got from poſſum to poſſet, 8 

I there Twas gravel d, could no farther ger. N 


He wrote fourſcore books in the reign of James I. and Charles 1. 
and afterwards (like Edward Ward) kept an Alehouſe in Lang- 
Acre. He died in 1654, | 
VIX. 21. Benlowes,) A country gentleman, famous for his 
own bad Poetry, and for patronizing bad Poets, as may be ſeen 
from many Dedications of Quarles and others to him, Some 
of theſe anagram'd his name Benloves into Benevolus: to verify 
which, he ſpent his whole eſtate upon them. | 1 
VII. 22, And Shadwell nods the Poppy, &c.] Shadwell took 
Opium for many years, and died of too large a doſe, in the 
year 1692, . | 
VII. 24. Old Bavius fits, ] Bavius was an ancient Poet, 
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IMITATIONS. 


vrx. 23. Here, in a duſty wale &c.} 
— 2 neas in valle reducta 


< Secluſum nemus | | | 
Leth@umgue domos placidas gui prænatat amnem, &c. 
Hunc circum innumeræ gentes, &c, Virg. n. vi. 
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And blunt-the ſenſe, and fit it for a ſkull 25 


Of ſolid proof, impenetrably dull: 

| Inſtant, when dipt, away they wing their flight, 
Where Brown and Mears unbar the gates of Light, 
Demand new bodies, and in Calf's array, 

{ Ruſh to the world, impatient for the day, 30 


REMARKS, 


celebrated by Virgil for the like cauſe as Bays by our author, 
though not in ſo chriſtian-like a manner: For heatheniſhly it 


is declared by Virgil of Bavius, that he ought to be hated and 


deteſted for his evil works; Qui Bavium non odit ; whereas we 
have often had occaſion to obſerve our Foet's great. Good Nature 
and Mercifulneſs thro' the whole courſe of this Poem, ScxiBT. 

Mr. Dennis warmly contends, tnat Bavius was no inconſi- 
derable author; nay, that“ He and Mzvius had (even in 
« Auguſtus's days) a very formidable party at Rome, who 
« thought them much ſuperior to Virgil and Horace: For 
&« (ſaith he) 1 cannot believe they would have fixed that eternal 
ce brand upon them, if they had not been coxcombs in more 
e than ordinary credit,” Rem, on Pr. Arthur, part. ii. c. 1. 
An argument which, if this poem ſhould laſt, will conduce to 
the honour of the gentlemen of the Dunciad. 

Ver, 28. Brown and Mears] Bookſellers, Printers for any 
body.—The allegory of the ſouls of the dull coming forth in 
the form of books, dreſſed in calf's leather, and being let abroad 


in vaſt numbers by Bookſellers, is ſufficiently intelligible, 


2 IMITATIONS. 


' Ven, 24, Old Bavius fits, to dip poetic ſouls,] Aldatiog 6 to the 
ſtory of Thetis dipping Achilles to render him impenetrable : : 

At pater Anchiſes penitus convalle wirenti | 

Incluſas animas, ſuperumque ad lumen ituras, 

Luſtrabat 


Vis, 28, unbar the _ of Lighe,) An WO of Milton, 
O3 


XX IX=- 


Virg. En. vi, 
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198 THE DUNCTAD. Book II, 


Millions and millions on theſe banks he views, 

Thick as the ſtars of night, or morning dews, 

As thick as bees o'er vernal blofloms fly, 

As thick as eggs at Ward in Pillory, — 34 
Wond'ring he gaz d: When lo! a Sage appears, 

By his broad ſhoulders known, and length of ears, 


REMARK Ss. 
Vers. 34. Ward in Pillory.] John Ward of Hackney, Eſq, 


Member of Parliament, being convicted of forgery, was firſt | 


expelled the Houſe, and then ſentenced to the Pillory on the 
17th of February 1727. Mr, Curl (having likewiſe ſtood there) 
looks upon the mention of ' ſuch a Gentleman in a ſatire, as a 
great act of barbarity, Key to the Dunc. qd edit. p. 16. And 
another author reaſons thus upon it. Durgen. 8 vo. p. 11, 12, 
« How unworthy is it of Cbriſtias Charity to animate the rab- 
« ze to abuſe a worthy man in ſuch a ſituation? What could 


« move the Poet thus to mention a brave ſufferer, a gallant |: 


e priſoner, expoſed to the view of all mankind! It was laying 
ec afide his Senſes, it was committing a Crime, for which the 
« Law is deficient not to puniſh him! nay, a Crime which 
*. Man can fearce forgive, or Tire ace! Nothing ſurely could 
(c have induced him to it but being bribed by a great Lady, c.“ 
(to whom this brave, honeſt, worthy Gentleman was guilty of 
no offenee but Forgery, proved i in open Court.) But it is evident, 
this verſe could not be meant cf him; it being 2otorious, that 
no Eggs were thrown at that Gentleman. Perhaps therefore it 
might be intended of Mr. Edward Ward the Poet when he ſtood 
there. 

Vern. 36. And length of ears. ] This is a ſophiſticated reading. 


I 2 I may venture to affirm all the Copyiſts are miſtaken 


IMITATIONS. 
VzR. 31, 32. Millions and millions—Thick as the ars, &c. 1 


Quam multa in filvis autumni frigore primo 
Lapſa cadunt folia, aut ad terram gurgite ab alto 


Ruam mult glomevantur ova, Sc, Virg. En. vis 
4% 


Book III. THE DUN CIA. 
Known by the band and ſuit which Settle wore 
j (His only ſuit) for twice three years before ; 


199 


I | RETWKARS | 
| here: I believe I may ſay the ſame of the Critics ; Dennis, Old- 
mixon, Welſted have paſſed it in filence. I have alſo tumbled 
ti it, and wondered how an error ſo manifeſt could eſcape ſuch 
| accurate perſons, I dare aſſert it proceeded originally from the 
inadvertency of ſome 'Tranſcriber, whoſe head ran on the Pillory, 
mentioned two lines before; it is therefore amazing that Mr. 
Curl himſelf ſhould overlook it! Yet that Scholiaft takes not the 
leaſt notice hereof, That the learned Miſt alſo read it thus, 
is plain from bis ranging this paſſage among thoſe in which our 
'1 author was blamed for perſonal Satire on a Man's face (whereof 
\ doubtleſs he might take the ear to be a part;) ſo likewiſe Con- 
cannen, Ralph, the Flying Poſt, and all the herd of Commenta- 
tors, —Tota armenta ſequrntur. 

A very little ſagacity (which all theſe Gentlemen therefore 
wanted) will reſtore us to the true ſenſe of the t'oet, thus, 

By bis broad ſhoulders known, and length of years. 

See how eaſy a change; of one ſingle letter! That Mr, Settle 
was old, is moſt certain; but he was (happily) a ſtranger to the 
Pillory. This note partly Mr. TuzoBaLn's, partly $cr1s, 


Vzr. 37. Settle] Elkanah Settle was once a Writer in vogue 


as well as Cibber, both for Dramatic Poetry and Politics, Mr, 
Dennis tells us that“ he was a formidable rival to Mr. Dryden, 
« and that in the Univerſity of Cambridge there were thoſe who 
ec pave him the preference,”” Mr. Welſted goes yet farther in his 
behalf: © Poor Settle was formerly the Mighty rival of Dryden; 
c nay, for many years, bore his reputation above him, Pref, 
to his Poems, $vo. p. 31. And Mr. Milborn cried out, How 
4 little was Dryden able, even when his blood run high, to 


4 defend himſelf againſt Mr. Settle!'' Notes on Dryd. Vir. 


p. 175. Theſe are comfortable opinions! and no wonder ſome 


authors indulge them, | ies 
He was author or publiſher of many noted pamphlets in the 


time of king Charles II, He anſwered all Dryden's political 


poems; and being cried up on one ſide, ſucceeded not a little in 
his Tragedy of the Empreſs of Morocco (the firſt that was ever 
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All as the veſt, appear'd the wearer's frame, 

Old in new ſtate, another yet the ſame, 40 
Bland and familiar as in life, begun | 
Thus the great Father to the greater Son. 
Ohh born to ſee what none can ſee awake! 
Behold the wonders of th'oblivious Lake. 

Thou, yet unborn, haſt touch'd this ſacred ſhore; 35 
The hand of Bavius drench'd: thee o'er and o er. 
But blind to former as to future fate, 

What mortal knows his pre- exiſtent ſtate? 
Who knows how long thy tranſmigrating ſoul 
Might from Bœotian to Bœotian roll? 50 
How 1 many Dutchmen ſhe vouchſaf'd to thrid ? 
How many ſtages thro' old Monks ſhe rid; 

And all who ſince, i in wild benighted days, 


. Mix2d. we Owl's ivy) with the Poet's . 


Fa 7 ALL 


EE: 895 REMARK 8, 


Hiaßt; 0 Cuts.) Ne Upon this he grew infoleat; the Wits 
« writ againſt his Play, he” replied,” and the Town judged he 


"Ec io the better. In ſhott Sertle was then thought a very 
Ke formidable, rival to Mr, Dryden; and not only the Town 
4 but the Univerſity of Cambridge was divided which to prefer; 
ce and in both places the younger ſort inclined to Elkanah. 8 


DEenNn1s Pref. to Rem. on Hö m. 
VI. 5. Might from Bavtign Sc.] Bœotia Jay. under the 
ridicule of the Wits formerly, as Ireland does now 3 tho' it 


produced ons of the greateſt Poets and one of the e Generals 


of Greece: 


Bæotum caſo} ſons eee, oo Horat. 


22.4 oa 1 1 


3 Id TAT IO NS. 
"Vin, 4 Aix d the Cal's ivy. with the Poet 4 boys] 
ſine tempora circum 
Irter vidtrises bederam tibi ſerpere lauress, Virg. Ecl, viii. 
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As man's Mzanders to the vital ſpring 55 

Roll all their tides, then back their circles bring; 

Or whirligigs, twirl'd round by ſkilful {wain, 

Suck the thread in, then yield it out again: 

All nonſenſe thus, of old or modern Gate, 

Shall in thee centre, from rhee circulate. 60 

For this our Queen unfolds to viſion true 

Thy mental eye, for thou haſt much to view: 

Old ſcenes of glory, times long caſt behind 

Shall, firſt recall'd, ruſh forward to thy minds + 

Then ſtretch thy fight o'er all her riſing reign, 65 

And let the paſt and future fire thy brain. | 
Aſcend this hill, whoſe cloudy point md 

Her boundleſs empire over ſeas and lands. 


RIMARK S. 


VR. 67. Aſcend this bill, &c.] The ſcenes of this viſion are 
remarkable for the order of their appearance, Firſt, from v, 69, 
to 73. thoſe places of the globe are ſhewn where Science never roſe ; 
then from v. 74 to 33, thoſe where ſhe was deſtroyed by Tyranny ; 
from v. 85 to 95, by inundations of Barbarians; from v. 96 to 
1c6, by Superſtition, Then Rome, the Miſtreſs of Arte, 
deſeribed in her degeneracy; and laſtly Britain, the ſcene of the 


| IMITATIONS, | 
VII. 61, 62. For this our Queen unfolds to wifion true ; 
| Thy mental eye, for thou haſt much to uiedu :] 12 
This has a reſemblance to that paſſage in Milton, * xi. 2 
the Angel . 
To neble figbr: from Adam's eye remov b& | 
' The film; then purg d with Eupbraſie and Rue | 
| The viſual nerve—For he had much to ſe. 
There is a general allufion 3 in what follows to that whole Epiſode, 
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See, round the Poles where keener ſpangles ſhine, 
Where ſpices ſmoke beneath the burning Line, 70 
(Earth's wide extremes) her ſable flag diſplay d, 
And all the nations cover'd in her ſhade! 

Far eaſtward caſt thine eye, from whence the Sun 
And orient Science their bright courſe begun: 
One god- like Monarch all that pride confounds, 75 
He, whoſe long wall the wand'ring Tartar bounds; 
Heaven's! what a pile! whole ages periſh there, 
And one bright blaze turns learning into air. 
Thence to the ſouth extend thy gladden'd eyes; 
There rival flames with equal glory riſe, 80 


" VARIATIONS. 
Vrs, 73. in the former Ed. 

Far eaſtward caſt thine eye, from whence the Sun 

And orient Science at 4 birth begun. 
But as this was thought to contradit that Line of the Intro- 
ductionn, 

In eldeſt times, eee | 

which ſuppoſes the ſun and ſcience did not ſet out ne; it 


was alter'd to their bright courſe begun, But this flip, as uſual, 
2 the * of the Dunciad. 


. 


action of the poem; which furniſhes the occaſion of drawing 
out the Profgeny of Dulneſs in review. 
Ver. 69. See round the Poles, Ec. ] Almoft the whole South- 
ern and Northern Continent wrapt in ignorance. | 

Vx. 73- Our author favours the opinion that all Sciences 
came from the Eaſtern nations. ; 
VX. 75. Chi Ho-am-ti Emperor of China, the ſame who 
built the great wall between China and Tartary, ned all 
the books and learnei men of that empire. 
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From ſhelves to ſhelves ſee greedy Vulcan roll, 


And lick up all their Phyfie of the Soul. 
How little, mark ! that portion of the ball, 


| Where, faint at beſt, the beams of Science fall: 


Soon as they dawn, from Hyperborean ſkies 85 
Embody'd dark, what clouds of Vandals rife! 
Lo! where Mzotis ſleeps, and hardly flows 

The freezing Tanais thro' a waſte of ſnows, 

The North by myriads pours her mighty ſons, 
Great nurſe of Goths, of Alans, and of Huns! go 
See Alaric's ſtern port! the martial frame 

Of Genſeric! and Attila's dread name! 

See the bold Oſtrogoths on Latium fall; 

See the fierce Viſigoths on Spain and Gaul! | 
See, where the morning gilds the palmy ſhore 95 
(The ſoil that arts and infant letters bore) | 
His conqu'ring tribes th'Arabian prophet draws, | 
And ſaving Ignorance enthrones by Laws. - 

See Chriſtians, Jews, one heavy ſabbath keep, 

And all the weſtern world believe and * 100 


- - 4 


REMABES 


Vrn, 87, $2, The Caliph, Omar . having e Rxypt, 
cauſed his General to burn the Ptolemæan Library, on the gates 
of which was this Inſcription, YYXHZ IATPEION, the Phyſic 
of the Soul, | 

Ver. 96. [The foil that arts and infant letters bore )] Phenicia, 
Syria, &c. where Letters are ſaid to have been invented, In 


theſe countries M ahomet began hipconqueſts. 
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3 
* 
— 


Lo! Rome herſelf, proud miſtreſs now no more 
Of arts, but thund'ring againſt heathen lore ; 
Her grey-hair'd Synods damning books unread, 
And Bacon trembling for his brazen head. 
Padua, with ſighs, beholds her Livy burn, 10; 
And ev'n. th'Antipodes Vigilius mourn. 
See the Cirque falls, th'unpillar'd Temple nods, 
Streets pav'd with Heroes, Tyber choak'd with Gods: 
Till Peter's keys ſome chriſt 'ned Jove adorn, 
And Pan to Moſes lends his pagan horn; 110 


SE Bro ReMAnKS 


Ver. 102. — againſe bearben lore;] A ſtrong inſtance 
of this pious rage is placed to Pope Gregory's account. John of 
Saliſbury gives a very odd encomium of this Pope, at the ſame 
time that he mentions one of the ſtrangeſt effects of this exceſs 
of zeal in him: Dofor Janfiiffimus ille Gregorius, qui melleo præ- 
dicationis imbre totam rigauit & inebriavit eccleſiam; non modo 
Mat beſin julſit ab aula, ſed, ut traditur a majoribus, incendio dedit 
. probate. leftiones ſcripta, Palatinus gquæcunque tenebat Apollo, 
And in another place: Fertur heatus Gregorius bibliothecam com- 
_ buſſiſſe gentilem; quo divine pagine gratior eſſet locus, & major 
autboritas, et diligentia ſladigior. Deſiderius Archbiſhop of 
Vienna, was ſharply reproved by him for teaching Grammar 
and Literature, and explaining the Poets; becauſe (ſays this 
Pope) In uno ſe ore cum Jovis laudibus Chriſti laudes non capiunt: 
Et quam grave nefandumgue fit E Piſcopis canere quod nec Laico 
religioſo cenueniat, ipſe confidera. He is ſaid, among the reſt, to 
have burned Livy; Quia in ſuperſtitionibus et ſacris Romanorum 
perpetuo verſatur. The ſame Pope is accuſed by Voſſius, and 
others, of having cauſed the noble monuments of the old Roman 
magnificence to be deſtroyed, leſt thoſe who came to Rome 
ſhould give more attention to Triumphal Arches, Sc. than to 
Holy things. Bayle, Dit. 

VIER. 199. Till Kae s keys ſeme cbriſt ned Feve adorn; After 


e ie 


hy 


E That one was Britain—Happy ! had ſhe ſeen © 


Book III. THE DUNCIap. 205 
See graceleſs Venus to a Virgin turn 'd, tom 
Or Phidias broken, and Apelles burn'd. 

Behold yon” Iſle, by Palmers, Pilgrims trod, 1 14 
Men bearded, bald, cowlI'd, uncowl'd, ſhod, unſhod. 
Peel'd, patch'd, and pyebald, linſey- wolſey brothers, 


Grave Mummers ſleeveleſs Tome, and ſhirtleſs o- 


19 41:5 297. 


— 


ther 78 . 


2782 \ 


No fiercer ſons, had Eaſter never \. 
In peace, great Goddeſs, ever be ador dj 


How keen the war, if Dulneſs draw the ſword! 120 


Thus viſit not thy own! on this bleſt age 
Oh ſpread thy Nr _ reftrain thy Rage. io 


R'rMAnKs, 


the government of Rome devolved to the Popes, their whe has 
for ſome time exerted in demoliſhing the heathen: Temples and 
Statues, ſo that the Goths ſearce deſtroyed more monuments of 
Antiquity out of rage, than theſe out of devotion. At length 
they ſpared ſome of the Temples, by converting them to 
Churches; and ſome of the Statues, by modifying them into 
images of Saints In much later times, it was thought neceſ- 
ſary to change the ſtatues of Apollo and Pallas, on the tomb of 
Sannazarius, into David and Judith; the Lyre eafily*became- a 
Harp, and the Gorgon's head turned to that of Holofernes. 
VII. 117, 118. Happy! had Eaſter never been!] Wars in 
England anciently, about the N of OY Eaſter." ; 
TMiTATIONS. = "ip 1 


VExs, 117, 118. Happy — Eafter never been 1 
Et fortunatam, fi nunguam armenta fuilſent. Virg. Tel. vis 
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Dove-like, ſhe gathers to her wings again. 


As Berecynthia, while her offspring vye 


And ſee, my ſon! the hour is on its way, 
That lifts our Goddeſs to imperial ſway ; | 
This fav'rite Ifle, long ſever'd from her reign, 123 


Now look thro' Fate! behold the ſcene ſhe draws! 
What aids, what armies to aſſert her cauſe ! 

See all her progeny, illuſtrious ſig ht! 

Behold, and count them, as they riſe to light. 130 


In homage to the Mother of the ſky, 


REMARKS, 


Vrx. 126, Dove-like, ſbe gathers] This is fulfilled in the fourth 
book, 

Ven. 123, What aids, what armies to aſſert ber cauſe I] i. e. 
Of Poets, Antiquaries, Critics, Divines, Free-thinkers. But as | 
this Revolution is only here ſet on foot by the firſt of theſe || 
Claſſes, the Poets, they only are here particularly celebrated, 
and they only properly fall under the Care and Review of this 
Cokegve of Dulneſs, the Laureate, The others, who finiſh the 


great work, are reſerved for the fourth book, when the God- 
deſs herſelf * in full Glory, 


IMITAT1IONS, 


Var. 127, 129. New look thro? Fate !--See all her Progeny,&c.] 

Nunc age, Dardaniam prolem guæ deinde ſequatur | 2 
Glo, ia, gui maneant Itala de gente nepotes, | 1 

Illufires animas, noſtrumque in nomen ituras, 3 
Expedia. Virg. n. vi; 
Vis. 131. 4. Berecynthia, Se.] | 

Felix prole virim, qualts Berecynthia mater 

Invebitus curru Phrygias turrita per urbes, 

Lætu defm partu, centum complexa nepotes, 

Omnes celicolas, omnes ſupera alta tenentes., Virg. En. vi. 
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| Surveys around her, in the bleſt abode, 
An hundred ſons, and ev'ry ſon a God : 
Not with leſs glory mighty Dulneſs.crown'd, 135 
Shall take thro' Grub-ſtreet her triumphant round; 
And her Parnaſſus glancing o'er at once, 
Behold an hundred ſons, and each a Dunce, 

Mark firſt that youth who takes the foremoſt place, 
And thruſts his perſon full into your face. 140 
With all thy Father's virtues bleſt, be born! 
And a new Cibber ſhall the ſtage adorn. 

A ſecond fee, by meeker manners known, 

And modeſt as the maid that fips alone; 
From the ſtrong fate of drams if thou get free, 145 
Another Durfey, Ward! ſhall fing in thee, 


[| IMITATION, 


VV. 139. Mark firſt that Youth, &c.] | 

Ilke wides, pura juvenis qui nititur Bafa, " 

Proxima ſorte tenet lucis loca Virg rg. En. v vi. 

Vzn, 141. With all thy Father's virtues left, be boral] A 

manner of expreſſion uſed by Virgil, Ecl. viii, 8 5 
Naſcere! præque diem veniens age, Lucifer —— 

As alfo that of parrirs virtutibus, Ecl. iv. 

It was very natural to ſhe to the Hero, before all others, his 
own Son, who had already begun to emulate him in his theatrical, 
poetical, and even political capacities, By the attitude in 
which be here preſents himfelf, the reader may be cantioned 
againſt aſcribing wholly to the Father the merit of the epithet 
Cibberian, which is equally to be underſtood with an eye to ne 
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4% Attorney: Who, between his more laborious ſtudies, has di- 


r * 9 


”y * * 
- 2 


VX. 149, 150. Jacob, the ſcourge of Grammar, mark wvith ate; 


1 Virgil again, Ecl. X. 


Lo 


Thee ſhall each alehouſe, thee each gillhovſe mourn, 
| Ho 


And anſw'ring gin-ſhops ſowrer ſighs return. 
Jacob, the ſcourge of Grammar, mark with awe, 


Nor leſs revere him, blunderbuſs of Law. 150 | 
VARIATIONS 
Vx. 149. in the firſt Edit. it was, 
Woolfton, the ſcourge of Scripture, mark with awe! 5 
And mighty Jacob, blunderbuſs of Law ? | Us 
ec RE MARS. | n 
VII. 149. Jacob, the ſcourge of Grammar, mark with awe,] i h 


„ This Gentleman is ſon of a confiderable' Maiſfter of Romſey in 
« Southamptonſhire, and bred to the Law under a very eminent c 


&« Herted himſelf with Poetry. He is a great admirer of Poets 

4 and their works, which has occaſioned him to try his genius 

« that way—Ee has writ in proſe the Lives of the Poets, E. 
* ſays, and a great many Law-books, The Accompliſhed Con- 

ce veyancer, Modern Juſtice Sc. GiI ES Jacos of himſelf, 

Lives of Poets, vol. 1. He very groſly, and unprovoked, abuſed 

in that þook the Author's Friend, Mr. Gay. 


| Nor leſi revere bim, blunderbuſs of Law] 
There may ſeem ſome error in theſe verſes, Mr, Jacob having 
proved our author to have a Reſpe# for him, by this undeniable 
argument, * He had once a Regard for my Judgment; other- 


- IMITATION. 
' Vas. 147. Thee ſhall each alebouſe &c.) 
Te nemus Anguitiæ, vitrea te Fucinus unda, 


Te liguidi flevere lacus. Virg. En. vi. 


etiam lauri, etiam flevere myrice, Sc. 
Vr. 150. Virg. Æn. vi. duo fulmina bel; 
L Scipiadas, cladem Libya! ? 


* Fl >; Is * - 
£ wv — 
W 
TT — C ? - ” 
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Lo P —p—le's brow, tremendous to the to, 
1 en eye, and Roome e Frown, 


SED YO cb TÞ 28. 
Va U 3 A. Te e, i l n 
VII. 151. Ls — brow, Sc. In the former Edit, 
Haywood, Centlivre, glories of their race, 
Lo Horneck's fierce, 90 Roome's funereal face, - 


„ HE 7 <. 2 


RRMAA RU. . e 


| &« vile he would never have ſubſtribed Thive-Guineas to me, for 


« one ſmall book in octavo.“ Jacob's Letter to Dennis, print- 
ed in Dennis's Remarks on the Dunciad,, p. 49. Therefore. I 


| ould think the appellation of Blunderbuſ; to Mr, Jacob, like 


that of Thunderbolt to Scipio, was meant in his honour, 
Mr. Dennis argues the ſame way. My 


writings having | 
| « made great impreffiori on the minds of all {:n6ble men, Mr. 


P. repented, and to give proof of bis Repentance, ſubſcribed to 


« my two volumes of ſele& Works, and afterwards to my two 


„ Volumes of Letters. Ibid, p. 806, We ſhould hence- be- 


lieve, the Name, of Mr, Dennis hath alſo crept into this w__ 


| by ſome miſtake. But from hence, gentle reader! thou may ſt 
beware, when thou giveſt thy money to ſuch Authors, not e 


flatter thyſelf that thy motives are Good - nature or Charity. 


VXI. 152. Horneck and Roame] Theſe two were virulent 


| Party-writers, worthily coupled together, and one would think 
| prophetically, fince, after the publiſhing of this piece, the fore 


mer dying, the latter ſucceeded him in Honour and Emplo 
The firſt was, Philip Horneck, Author. of a Billingſgate- payer 
called The High German Doctor. Edward Rooffie was ſon of 
an Undertaker for Funerals in Fleetſtreet, and writ ſome of 
the papers called Paſquin, where by malicious Innuendoes he en- 
dea voured to repreſent our Author guilty of malevolent practices 
with a great man then under proſecution of Parliament. Of this 
man was made the following Epigram TT 
« You aſk why Roome diverts you with kis j i kes, © £ 
« Yet if he writes, as dull as other folks! _ 
« You wonder at it This, Sir, is the caſe, 


« The. jeſt is loſt unleſs he prints his face, 
Vor. * „ 


Each Songſter, Riddler, ev'ry nameleſs name, 


Break Priſcian's s head, and Pegaſus': s neck; 


The Pindars, and the Miltons of 4 Curl, 


; P—le \ was the ther of ſome vile plays and Paraphlets, He 


$9.9 our Author, call'd The mock Aſcp, and many anonymous Li. 
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Lo ſneering Goode, half malice and half whim, | * 
A Fiend in glee, ridiculouſly grim. 1:4 
Each Cygnet ſweet, of Bath and Tunbridge race, W An 
Whoſe tuneful whiſtling niakes the waters paſs: 


All crowd, who foremoſt ſhall be damn'd to Fame, 
Some ſtrain in rhyme; the Muſes, on their racks, 

Scream like the winding of ten thouſand jacks; 160 
Some free from rhyme or reaſon, rule or check, 


Down, down the larum, with impetuous whit 


MS 1A 10 2. 


Vir, 157. ach Stngftr, Riddler, Ge. In the former Ed. 
| h Lo Bond and Foxton, ev'ry nameleſs name. | 
_ Aﬀer v. 158. in the firſt Edit. followed, 


How proud, how pale, how earneſt all appear! 
How pn ang ee * their ear! Ea 


enn _ 
em. ans 9 a7. w- oQ 


n 


publiſhed ; abuſes on our author in a Paper called the Prompter. 1 
Van, 153. Code, . An ill-natuted Critic, who writ a ſatire | 


sin News-papers for hire. 

"Vs. 156. Whoſe tuneful whiſtling avinder the waters ipaſs ] |. 
There were ſeveral ſucceſſions of theſe ſort of minor poets, at 
Tunbridge, Bath, &c. ſinging the praiſe of the Annuals flouriſu- 
ing for that EY 3 Whoſe names indeed would be nameleſs, and | 
therefore tlie Poet, furs them over with ethers in general. | 
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Silence, ye Wolves! while Ralph to edis : 
| howls, 28 ( * 165 
And makes Night Mioony-lAnfoer him, ye Owls'! 
| Senſe, ſpeech, and meaſure, living ee, | 
| Let all give way—and Morris may be read. 
e. |; low, Welſted, flow! like thine inſpirer, Beer, 
Tho' ſtale, not 8 cho thin, yet never clear; 170 


YES rg 


Van. 165. Ralph] James Ralph, a a name inſerted after the 
firſt editions, not known to our author till he writ a ſwearing- 
piece called Sawney, very abuſive of Dr. Swift, Mr. Gay, and 
{| himſelf. Theſe lines allude to a thing of his, intitled, Wigbr, 
2 poem: This low writer attended his own works with pane- 
| gyrics in the Journals, and once in particular praiſed himſelf 
highly above Mr. Addiſon, in wretched remarks upon that Au- 
| thor's Account of Engl; Poets, printed in a London Journal 
Sept. 117238. He was wholly illiterate, and knew no languaye, 
not even French. Being adviſed to read the rules of dramatic 
ö poetry before he began a play, he. ſmiled and replied, «© Shakes 
| << ſpeare writ without rules. He ended at laſt in the common 
fink of all ſuch writers, a political News-paper, to which = 
was recommended by his friend Arnal, and e a ſmall p 
tance for pay. 

VꝝEX. 368. Morris, J Beſaleei, See Book ii. 


le III rA ene, 
| Ver, 166, And mates Nigbt. bideous] 
e it thus the glimpſes of the moon, 
- } Making Night hidtous —— Sbakeſp. 
f Vas. 169. Flow,' ng foto ! Sr.] Parody on — 

] 7 Cooper's Hill. 

. O could T;flow like thee, out make thy flream 
- My great example, as it is my theme; | 
d "Tho" deep, yet clear; tho" gentle, yet not dull 3 

Strong wwithoat rage 3 3 - Without 0? ww full 1 
* 
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So ſweetly mawkiſh, and ſo ſmoothly dull; 
Heady, not ſtrong; o'erflowing, tho' not full. 
Ah Dennis! Gildon ah! what ill- ſtarr'd rage 
Divides a friendſhip long confirm'd by age? 


REMARKS. 


Vrr. 169. Flow, Welſted, &c.] Of this author fee the Re. 
mark on Book ii. v. 209, But (to be impartial) add to it the 
following different character of him: 

Mr, Welſted had, in his youth, raiſed ſo great expectations of 
his future genius, that there was a kind of flruggle between the 
moſt eminent of the two Univerſities, which ſhould have the 
bonour of his education, To compound this, he (civilly) be. 
came a member of both, and after having paſſed ſome time at 
the one, he removed to the other. From thence he returned 
to town, where he became the darling Expect᷑ation of all the 
polite Writers, whoſe encouragement he acknowledged in his 
occaſional poems, in a manner that «vill make no ſmall part of 
the Fame of his protectors. It alſo appears from his Works, 
that he was happy in the patronage of the moſt illuſtrious cha- 

raters of the preſent age Encouraged by ſuch a Cembination 
in his favour, he publiſhed a book of poems, ſome in the Ovi- 
dian, ſome in the Horatian manner, in both which the moſt 
exquiſite Judges pronounce he even rivald bis maſters —His 


Love verſes have reſcued that way of writing from contempt— | 
In his Tranflations, . he has given us the very ſoul and ſpirit of 


his author, His Ode—his Epiſtle—his Verſes—his Love tale— 


all, are the moſt perfect things in all poetry, WEIs TI p of 
Himſelf, Char, of the Temes, S vo, 1728, pag. 23, 24. It theuld 
not be forgot to his honour, that he received at one time the 
ſum of five hundred pounds for ſecret ſervice, among the other 
excellent authors hired to write anonymouſly for the miniſtry, 
See Report of the Secret Committee, &c. in 1742. 
- Vesx. 173. Ab Dennis! Gildon ab!] Theſe men became the 
public ſcorn by a mere miſtake of their talents, They would 
needs turn critics of their own country writers (juſt as Ariſto- 


tle and Longinus-did of theirs) and diſcourſe upon . the beautics 


and defects of compoſition ; 


1 

# 
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Bloekheads with reaſon wicked wits abhor, | Ln + 


But fool with fool is barb'rous civil war. 


REMARKS, 


How parts relate to parts, and they to whole ;; 
| The Body's harmony, the beaming ſoul. | 
Whereas had they followed the Example of thoſe microſcopes of 
wit, Kuſter, Burman, and their followers, in verbal criticifm 
on the learned Languages, their acpteneſs and induſtry might 
have raiſed them a name equal to the moſt famous of the Scho- 


liaſts. We cannot therefore but lament the late Apoſtacy of 


the Prebendary of Rocheſter, who beginning in ſo good a train, 
has now turned ſhort to write comments on the Fire-s1Dr, 
and Dx RAMs upon Shakeſpeare ; where we find the ſpirit of 
Oldmixcn, Gildcn, and Dennis, all revived in his belaboured 
Obſervations, LEI 8. | Scn1nt. 
Here, Scriblerus, in this affair of the Fiz e-81Dx, I want thy 
uſual candour, It is true Mr. Upton did write notes upon it, 
but with all the honour and good faith in the world, He took 
it to be a Panegyric on his Patron. This it is to have to do 
with wits; a commerce unworthy a Scholiaſt of ſo ſolid learn- 
ing. * 5 AIs Tr. 
Ves. 193. Ab Dennis, &c.] The reader, who has ſeen thro 
the courſe of theſe notes, what a conſtant attendance Mr, Den- 
nis paid to our Author and all his works, may perhaps wonder 
he ſhould be mentioned but twice, and ſo flightly touched, in 
this poem. But in truth he looked upon him with ſome eſteem, 
for having (more generouſly than all the reſt) ſee bis Name to 
ſuch writings. He was alſo a very old man at this time. By 
his own account of himſelf in Mr. Jacob's Lives, he muſt have 


— 


Id ITATIO RS. 


VII. 177. Embrace, embrace, my ſom! be fors no ae 
Virg. En. vi. 549 
Ne tanta animis aſſueſcite bella, 


Neu patriæ walidas in wiſcera vertite wires: 
Tuque prior, tu parce—ſanguis meus = | 


T3 


, rr 
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Embrace, embrace, my fons! be foes no more! 

Nor glad vile Poets with true Crities gore. 
Behold yon Pair, in ftrit embraces join'd ; 

How like in manners, and how like in mind! 180 


Rr uA A. 
been . threeſcore, and happily lived many years after, 80 


that he was ſenior to Mr. Durfey, who hitherto of all our Poets 


enjoyed the longeſt bodily life, 

VXI. x79. Bebold yon pair, Se.] One of theſe was Author 
of a weekly paper called. The Grumbler, as the ether was con- 
cerned in another called Paſquin, in which Mr. Pope was abuſed 
with the Duke of Buckingham, and Biſhop of Rocbęſter. They 
alſo joined in a piece againſt his firſt undertaking to wandt 
the Iliad; intituled * by Sir Liad Doggrel, printed 
1715. 
| of the other works .of theſe Gentlowen the world has heard 
no more; than it would of Mr. Pope's, had their united laud- 
able endeavours diſcouraged him from purſuing his ſtudies. How 
few good works had ever appeared (ſince men of true merit 
are always the leaſt preſuming) had there been always ſuch cham- 
pions to ſtifle them in their conception? And were it not better 
for the publick, that .a millipn of monſters ſhould come into 
the world, which are ſure to die as ſoon as born, than that the 
ſerpeats n ſtrangle one Herculss in his Cradle ? 


IMITATIONS | 


PEG 179. Bebold yon Pair, in fri embraces ur 31 
Virg. En. vi. | 


Illz rutem paribus quas falgerece cernis in urmis, 
Concorde animæ 


And in the fifth, 


Euryalzs, forma inflenis viridigue FRY 
Niſus amore pid pueri. 


„ 

7 
. 
* 


Bu b in wit, and ſt = 
Shall this a Paſquin, that a Grambler write; 


REMARK A : 
The union of theſe two authors gave occaſion to this Epigram, 


cc and- Ducket, friends | in ſpite, 
ce. Came hiſſing out in verſe 3 155 

«© Both were ſo forward, each would we, 
4 8o dull, each hung an A—, 

6 Thus Amphiſbena (I have read,) 
4 At either end aſſails; 

% None knows which leads or which is led, 

4c For both Heads are but Tails, 


A 


After many Editions of this poem, the Author thought. ft to 
| omit the names of theſe two perſons, whoſe injury to him 


of ſo old a date. In the verſes he omitted, it was ſaid that 
one of them had a pigus paſſion for the other, | It was 3 Literal 


tranſlation of Virgil, Niſus amore pio pueri—and there, a8 ip the 


original, applied to Friendſhip: That between Niſus ang Eu- 
rialus is allowed to make one of the moſt amiable. Epiſodes in 

the world, and ſurely was never interpreted in a perverſe ſenſe. 
But it will aſtoniſh the reader to hear, that, on no other occaſion 


than this line, a dedication was written to chat Gentleman to in- 


duce him to think ſomething further. „ Sir, you are known 
1c to have all that affection for the beautiful part of the crea- 
« tion which God and Nature deſigned.—Sir, you have a very 


© * Ha Lady—and, Sir, you have eight very fine Children, 


Se. ¶ Dedic. to Dennis Rem. on the Rape of the ] The 
truth is, the poor Dedicator's brain was turned upon this arti- 


cle: He had taken into his head, that ever ſince ſome bookg 


were written againſt the Stage, and fince the Halian aperg had 
prevailed, the nation was infected with a vice not fit to be 
named: He went ſo far as to print upon the ſubject, and con- 
cludes his argument with this remark, - That he cannot help 
te thinking the Obſcenity of Plays excuſeable at this juncture; 
tc ſince when that execrable ſin is ſpread ſo. wide, jt may be 
$ of ule to the reducing mens minds to.the natural defire of 
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' Like are their merits, like rewards they ſhare, 
That ſhines a Conſul, this Commiſſioner, 

« But who is he, in cloſet cloſe y-pent, 185 
“ Of ſober face, with learned duſt beſprent ? 
Right well mine eyes arede the myſter wight, 
On parchment ſcraps y-fed, and Wormius hight. 


REMARKS 


ue 8 Dennis, Stage defended againſt Mr. Lavu, p. 20. 
Our author ſolemnly deelared, he never heard any exeature 
but the Dedicator mention that Vice and this Gentleman to- 
ether. 

: Ver. 184. That ſhines a Conſul, ebis Commiſſioner. ] Such 
places were given at this time to ſuch fort ef Writers. 

VII. 187. arede] Read, or peruſe; though ſometimes uſed 
for counſel. © READE THY READ, take thy Counſaile, Tho; 
ce mas Sternhold, in his tranſlation of the firſt Pſalm into Eng- 
4e liſh metre, hath wiſely made uſe of this word, 


The man is bleft that bath not bent 


To wicked READ bis ear, 


56, But i in the laſt ſpurious editions of the ſinging Pſalms the word 
„ As is changed into men. I ſay ſpurious editions, becauſe 
ec not only here, but quite throughout the whole book of Pſalms, 
are firange alterations, all for the worſe ; and yet the Title- 
cc page ſtands as it uſed to do! and all (which is abominable in 

c any book, much more in à ſacred work) is aſcribed to Tho- 
« mas Sternhold, John Hopkins, and others, I am confident, 
ic were Sternhold and Hopkins now living they would proceed 

« againſt the innovators as cheats, —A liberty, which, to fay 


| IMITATIONS, | | 
VIX. 185. But who is be, &c,] Virg, En. vi, queſtions and 
anſwers in this manner, of Numa : 


's procul i Ille autem ramis infgnis olive, 
Secra fere'® ? wnſco crines, incanaque monta, Sc. 


85 


Ire 
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To future ages may thy dulneſs laſt, 


As thou preſery'ſt the dulneſs of the paſt! 190 


REMARKS, 

© no more of their intolerable alterations, ought by no means to 
«© be permitted or approved of by ſuch as are for Uniformity, and 
, have any regard for the old Engliſh Saxon tongue. HxARNx, 
Gloſſ. on Rob, of Gloc. artic. RED. | | 

I do herein agree with Mr. Hearne : Little is it of avail to 
object that ſuch words are become unintelligible ; ſince they are 
truly Engliſh, men ought to underſtand them; and ſuch as are 
for Uniformity ſhould think all alterations in a language, firange, 


abominable, and unwarrantable, Rightly therefore, 1 ſay again, 


bath our Poet uſed ancient words, and poured them forth as 2 
precious ointment upon good old Wormius in this place. Scxix. 
Ibid. myſter wvight, ] Uncouth mortal. EE 

Vers, 188. Wormius bigbt] Let not this name, purely ficti- 
tious, be conceited to mean the learned Olaus Wermius; much 
leſs (as it was unwarrantably foiſted into the ſurreptitious editions) 


our own Antiquary Mr, Thomas Hearne, who had no way aggrieved 
our Poet, but on the contrary publiſhed many curious tracts 


which he hath to his great contentment peruſed. 
Moſt rightly are ancient Fords here employed, in ſpeaking 


of ſuch who ſo greatly delight in the ſame. We may ſay not 


only rightly, but <viſely, yea excellently, inaſmuch as for the like 


practice the like praiſe is given by Mr. Hearne himſelf Gloflar, - 


to Rob, of Gloceſter, Artic. BET T; © Others ſay BZnICRTr, 
« promiſed, and ſo it is uſed excellently well by Thomas Nor- 
c ton, in his tranſlation into Metre of the cxivth Pſalm, v. 14. 
Ito the Lord will pay my vous, . 
That I to him BEUI GRT, „ 
«© Where the modern innovators, not underſtanding the pro- 
« priety of the word (which is truly Engliſh, from the Saxon) 
cc have moſt unwarrantably alter'd it thus, 
Ito the Lord will pay my vows 
With joy and great delight. | | 
VIX. 188. bight,] © In Cumberland they ſay to high, for to 
ce promiſe, or vow z but nur, uſually fgaifies vas called ; 
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There, dim in clouds, the poring Scholiaſts mark, 


Wits, who, like owls, ſee only in the dark, 
A Lumberhouſe of books in ev'ry head, 


For ever reading, never to be read! 
But, where cach Science lifts its modern type, 


Hiſt'ry her Pot, Divinity her Pipe, 10095 


While proud Philoſophy repines to ſhow, 
Diſhoneſt fight! his breeches rent below ; 
Imbrown'd with native bronze, lo! Henley ſands, 


Tuning his voice, and balancing his hands. 200 


'YABTIATIONS. 


VIX. 197. in the firſt Edit. it was, 
And proud philoſophy with breeches tore, 
And Engliſh muſic with a diſmal ſcore, 
Faſt by in darkneſs palpable inſhrin'd 
Ws, B-r, Mn, all the Poring kind, 


REMARxZB. 
& and ſo it does in the North even to this day, ie en 
«© what is done in Cumberlan !.“ Hearne, ibid. 

VX. 192. Wits, who, like owls, &c.] Theſe few Bace exactly 
deſcribe the right verbal critic: The darker his author is, the 
better he is pleaſed; like the famous Quack Doctor, who 
put up in his bills, be delighted in matters of difficulty. Some 
body ſaid well of theſe men, that their heads were Libraries out 


of order, 
Ven. 199. 1, Henley flands, Sc.] J. Henley the Orator; 0 


preached an the Sundays upon Theological matters, and on the 
Wedneſdays upon all other ſciences, Each auditor paid one 


ſhilling, He declaimed ſome years againſt the greateſt perſons, 


and occafionally did our author that honour. WersTED, in 
Oratory Tranſactions, N. 1. publiſhed by Henley himſelf, gives 
the followi ing account of him. He was born at Melton- 
% Mowbray in Leiceſterſhire. From his own Pariſh ſchool he 


hd 
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How fluent nonſenſe trickles from his tongue ! 
How ſweet the periods, neither ſaid, nor ſung ! 


| REMARKS. 
«© went to St. John's College in Cambridge, He began there 


„ to be uneaſy; for it ock d him to find he was commanded to 


« believe againſt his own judgment in points of Religion, Phi- 
« loſophy, Sc. for his genius leading him freely to diſpute all 
& propoſitions, and call all points to account, he was impatient 
& under thoſe fetters of the free-born mind. —Being admitted to 
6 Prieft's orders, he found the examination very ſhort and 
te ſuperficial, and that it was not neceſſary to conform to the Chriſtian 
« religion, in order either to Deaconſhip or Prieftbood.”” He 
came to town, and, after having for ſome years been a writer 
for Bookſellers, he had an ambition to be ſo for Miniſters of 
ſtate, The only reaſon he did 'not riſe in the Church, we are 
told, © was the envy of others, and a diſreliſh entertained of him, 
«© becauſe be was not qualified to be a compleat Spaniel. How- 
ever, he offered the ſervice of his pen to two great men, of 
opinions and intereſts dire&ly oppoſite; by both of whom being 


rejected, he ſet up a new Project, and ſtyled himſelf the Reflorer 


of ancient eloquence, He thought it as lawful to take a licence 
ec from the King and Parliament at one place, as another; 
cc at Hickes's hall, as. at Doctor's commons; ſo ſet up his 
ce Oratory in Newport-market, Butcher- row. There (ſays his 
4c friend) he had the aſſurance to form a plan, which no mortal 
cc ever thought of; he had ſucceſs againſt all oppoſition z 
c challenged his adverſaries to fair diſputations, and none would 


“ diſpute with him; writ, read, and ſtudied twelve hours a day; 


cc compoſed three diſſertations a week on all ſubjects; under- 


de took to teach in one year what ſchools and Univerſities teach 


« in five; was not terrified by menaces, inſults, or ſatires, but 
ce ſtill proceeded, matured his bold ſcheme, and put the Church, 
4c and all that in danger.” WETISs TED, Narrative in Orat. 
Tranſact. N. 1. : 33 $7 | 
After having ſtood ſome Proſecutions, he turned his rhetoric 
to buffoonry upon all publick and private occurrences. All 
this patſed.in_the ſame room; where ſometimes he broke jeſts, 
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Still b:eak the benches, Henley! with thy ſtrain, 

While Sherlock, Hare, and Gibſon preach in vain, 
Oh great Reſtorer of the good old Stage, 20; 
Preacher at once, and Zany of thy age! 

Oh worthy thou of Ægypt's wiſe abodes, 

A decent prieſt, where monkeys were the gods! 


But fate with Butchers plac'd thy prieſtly fall, 


Meek modern faith to murder, hack, and maw! ; 


And bade thee live, to crown Britannia's praiſe, 211 


In Toland's, Tindal's, and in Woolſton's days. 
Yet oh, my ſons, a father's words attend : 
{So may the fates preſerve the years you lend) 1 


REMA RS. 


nk ſometimes that bread which he called the Primitive Euchariſt, 
— This wonderful perſon ftruck Medals, which he diſperſed as 
Tickets to his ſubſcriders: The device, a Star riſing to the 
meridian, with this motto, AD $VMMA; and below, IN VENIAu 
VIAM AVYT FACIAM, This man had an hundred pounds a year 
given him for the ſecret ſervice of a weekly paper of unintelli- 
gible nonſenſe, called the Hyp-Doctor. 

Ver. 204. Sherlock, Hare, Gibſon, ] Biſhops of Saliſbury, 

Chicheſter, and London ; whole Sermons and Paſtoral Letters 
did hcnovr to their country as well as ſtations, | 

VII. 212. Of Toland and Tindal, ſee Book ii. Tho. Woolflcn 
vas an impious madman, who wrote in a moſt inſolent ſtyle 


againſt the Miracles of the Goſpel, in the years 1726, Cc. 


VX. 213. Yet ob, wy Sons! @c. The caution againſt Blaſ- 
rhemy here given by a departed Son of Dulneſs to his yet exiſting 


- brethren, is, as the Poet rightly intimates, not out of tender- 


reſs to the ears of others, but their own, And ſo we ſee 
that when that dapger is removed, on the open eſtabliſhment 
ef the Goddeſs in the fourth book, ſhe encourages her ſons, 
and they beg affiftance to pollute the Source of Light itfelf, with 


II. 


"2 


as OS —— x . 7-7 
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"Tis yours, a Bacon or a Locke to blame, 
A Newton's genius, or a Milton's flame: 
But oh ! with One, immortal One diſpenſe, 


21 


The Source of Newton's Light, of Bacon's Senſe. 
Content, each Emanation of his fires 


That beams on earth, each Virtue he inſpires, 220 
Each Art he prompts, cach Charm he can create, 
Whate'er he gives, are giv” n for ow: to hate, 


Kü nak | | 
the ſame virulence they had before done the bauen emanations 


from it, 


VIX. 215, 77s yours, a Baces or a 1 to Blame, 
ANxwrox's genius, or a Milton's fame: ] | 
Thankfully received, and freely uſed, is this gracious licence by 
the beloved diſciple of that Prince of Cabaliftic dunces, the 
tremendous Hutchinfon, Hear with what honeſt plainneſs he 
treateth our great Geometer. As to mathematical demon- 
« ſtration (ſaith he) founded upon the Proportions of lines and 
« circles to each other, and the ringing of changes upon figures, 
ec theſe have no more to do with the greateſt part of philoſophy, 
« than they have with the man in the Moon. Indeed, the 
„ Zeal for this ſort of Gibberiſh [ mathematical Principles] is 
66 greatly abated of late, and tho' it is now upwards of twenty 


% years that the Dagon of modern Philoſophers, 81 Isaac 
% NE WTox, has lain with his face upon the ground before the 


« Arle of God, Scripture philoſophy ; for ſo long Mos x s's Paix- 
4c CIPIA hive been publiſhed; ; and the Treatiſe of Power 
* efſential and mechanical, in which Sir Iſaac Newton's Philo- 
« ſophy is treated with the vTMosT ConTEMPT, has been 
4c publiſhed a dozen years; yet is there not one of the whole 
« Society who hath had the Coux ACE to attempt to raiſe him 
« up. And ſo let him lye.””—The pbilaſepbical principles of 
Moſes aſſerted, &c. p. 2. by Jurivs BArr, A; M. Chaplain 

to the Right 2 tbe E arl of Harrington. Lond. 1744, 


oRayo, | me | SCR I'Bis, 
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Perſiſt, by all divine in Man unaw'd, 
But, Learn, ye.Dunces ! not to ſcorn your God 
Thus he, for then a ray of Reaſon ſtole 225 
Half thro” the ſolid darkneſs of his ſoul ; a 
But ſoon the cloud return d and thus the Sire: 
See now, what Dulneſs and her ſons admire ? 
See what the charms, that ſmite the ſimple heart 
Not touch'd by Nature, and not reach'd by Art. 
His never-bluſhing head he turn'd aſide, 231 
{Not half fo pleas d when Goodman prepheſy d) 


, " "_— N 
his - — Alt pane, ee on trg nn gets Gn ee oth —— Birds ood 5 n 
8 _ 7 1 — = " . 


RyManxs 
Ves. 224. But, ©* Learn, ye Dunees! not to ſcarn your Gad. v 
The hardeſt leſſon a Dunce can learn. For being bred to ſcorn 
what he does not underſtand, that which he underſtands leaſt he 
will be apt to ſcorn moſt. Of which, to the diſgrace .of 
all Government, and (in the Poet's opinion) even of that of 
Dur nxxss herſelf, we have had a late example i in a book. intitled, 
i Philoſophical Eſſays concerning buman Underſtanding. 
j Ver. 224. not to ſcorn your Gad. ] See this ſubje& purſued 
| in Book iv. 
| | VII. 232. (Not balf fo pleas'd when Goodman propheſy'd)] 
ſil Mr. Cibber tells us, in his Life, p. 149. that Goodman being 
il at the rehearſal of a play, in which he had a part, clapped him 
"t en the ſhoulder, and cried, If he does not make a good 
i « actor, I'll be d—d,—And (ſays Mr. Cibber) | I make it a 
1 te queſtion, whether Alexander himſelf, or Charles the twelfth 
0 «© of Sweden, when at the head of their firſt victorious armies, 
h de could fee] a greater tranſport in their "nm . J did ia 


& * mine,” 


IMITATIONS: - 


| 
| | Ver — ye Dunces! not to ſcorn your God.) 
| | Diſcite Juſtitiam moniti, & non temnere divos, Virg. 


— 50.2 <a 
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And look'd, and ſaw a ſable Sorc'rer riſe, 


Swift to whoſe hand a winged volume flies: 
All ſudden, Gorgons hiſs, and Dragons glare, 23 5 


And ten-horn'd fiends and Giants ruſh to war. 


Hell riſes, Heav'n deſcends, and dance on Earth : 

Gods, 1 imps, and monſters, muſic, rage, and mirth, 

A fire, a jig, a battle, and a ball, 

Till one wide conflagration ſwallows all. 240 
Thence a new world to Nature's laws unknown, 


Breaks out refulgent, with a heav'n its own: 


Another Cynthia her new journey runs, 
And other planets circle other ſuns. | 
'The foreſts dance, the rivers upward riſe, 245 


Whales ſport in woods, and dolphins in the ſkies ; 


REMARKS 


Ver. 233. 4 ſable Sorc' rer] Dr. Fauſtus, the ſubjeft of a ſet 
of Farces, which laſted in vogue two or three ſeaſons, in which 
both Playhouſes ftrove to outdo each other for ſome years. All 
the extravagances. in the-fixteen lines following were introduced 


on the Stage, and frequently by perſons of the firſt quality in 
England, to the twentieth and thirtieth time, 


Vs, 237. Hell riſes, Heav'n deſcends, and dance on Earth :] 
This monſtrous abſurdity was aQually Pane in Tibbald's 
Rape of Proſerpine. 


ImrTATIONS. 


VX. 244. And ether planets] ; 

——ſolemgue ſuum, ſua ſdera norunt— Virg. En. vi. 

Va. 246. Whales ſport in <voods, and dolphins in the fates 3] 
Delphinum filvis appingit, fluctibus aprum. Hor. 
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And laſt, to give the whole creation grace, | 


Lo! one vaſt Egg produces human race. 

. Joy fills his ſoul, joy innocent of thought; 

What pow'r, he cries, what pow'r theſe wonders 
. © wrought? 1 *-> BYO 
Son; what thou ſeck'ſt is in thee! Look, and find 
Each Monſter meets his likeneſs in thy mind. 

Yet would' thou more? In yonder cloud behold, 


| Whoſe ſarſenet ſkirts are edg'd with flamy gold, 
A matchleſs Youth ! his nod theſe worlds controuls, 


Wings the red lightning, and the thunder rolls. 256 
Angel of Dulneſs, ſent to ſcatter round 
Her magic charms o'er all unclaflic ground: 


REMARKS. 


VII. 243. Lo! one waſt Egg] In another of theſe Farces 
Harlequin is hatch'd upon the ſtage, out of a large Egg. 


IMITATIONS, 
VXX. 251. Sen; what thou ſeel f is in thee :] 
Sad . in te eft | 
Ne te quefiveris extra, | Perf. 
Vrn, 256, Wings the red light ning, Sc.] Like Salmoneus 
in En. vi. 


Dam flammas Jovis, & ſonitus imitatur Olympi. 
, mmbos, & non imitabile fulmen, 
fre & — curſu fimularat equorum. | 
Ver. 258. —0'er all unclaſſic ground:} Alludes to Mr, Addi- 
ſen's verſe, in the praiſes of Italy: 
Poetic fields encompaſs me around, 


And ill I ſeem to tread on claſſic nt - 


Campaign; and ver. 259, 260, on two ſublime verſes of Dr, Y. 
42 « 7 3 ; : 0 


As ver. 264. is a parody on a noble one of the ſame author in The- 


8 — 


9 


Von ſtars, yon ſuns, he rears at pleaſure higher, | 
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Illumes their light, and ſets their flames on fire. 260 
Immortal Rich! how calm he fits at eaſe | 


Mid ſnows of paper, and fierce-hail of peaſe; - 
And proud his Miſtreſs orders to perform, 


Rides in the whirlwind, and dire&s the ftorm. - 


But lo! to dark encounter in- mid air 265 
New wizards riſe; I ſee my Cibber there! | 
Booth in his cloudy tabernacle ſhrin d, 

On grinning dragons thou ſhalt mount the wind. 


* 


REMARKS. 


VII. 261, Immortal Rich! Mr, John Rich, Maſter of the 
Theatre Royal in Covent-garden, was the firſt that excelled this 
way. 

VER. 266. I ſee my Cibber there 1] The hiſtory of the fore- 
going abſurdities is verified by himſelf, in hell words (Life, 
chap. xv.) Then ſprung forth that ſucreſſian of monſtrous 
« medleys that have ſo long infeſted the ſtage which aroſe upon 
% one another alternately at both houſes, out-vying each other 
ce in expence.”* He then proceeds to excuſe his own part, in 
them, as follows: © If am aſked why I aſſented? I have no 
ce better excuſe for my error than to confeſs I did it againft my 
cc conſcience, and had not virtue enough to ſtarve, Had Henry 


4 IV. of France a better for changing his Religion? I was ftill 


« in my heart, as much as he could be, on the fide of Truth _ 
ce and Senſe; but with this difference, that J had their leave to 
s quit them when they could not ſupport me, —But let the 
« queſtion go which way it will, Harry IVth has alsvays been 
cc allowed a great man. This muſt be confeſſed a full anſwer, 
only the queſtion ſtill ſeems to be, 1, How the doing a thing 
againſt one's conſcience is an excuſe for it? and, 2dly, It wi 

be hard to prove how he got the leave of Truth and Senſe to 
quit their ſervice, unleſs he can J N 2 Certificate that he 


ever was in it. 


Voi. 2 
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Dire is che conflict, diſmal is the dinn. 
Here ſhouts all Drury, there all Lincoln's- inn.; 276 
Contending Theatres our empire raiſe, 
Alike their labours, and alike their praiſe. 
And are theſe wonders, Son, to thee unknown ? 
Unknqyn to thee? Theſe wonders are thy own. 


VARIATIONS. 
After ver. 274. in the former Ed. followed, 
For works like theſe Jet deathleG Journals tell 
& None but thyfelf can be thy parallel.” 

Var. None but thyſelf can be thy parallel.] A marvellous line 
of Theobald; unleſs the Play called the Double Falſhood be (as 
he would have it belieyed) Shakeſpear's : But whether this line 
be his or .not, he proves Shakeſpear to have written as bad, 
(which, methinks in an author, for whom he has a Veneration. 
almoſt riſing to idolatry, might have been concealed) as for 
example, a 6 . 

Try what Repentange can: what can it not? 
But what can it, when one cannot repent ? 
for Cogitation 
Reſides not in the man who does not think, Cc. 
: | MisT's Journ. 

It is granted they are all of a pigce, and no man doubts but 
hereip he is able to imitate Shakeprar. 

Yar. id. The former Annotator ſeeming to be of opinion that 

Bez | Falſhoad is not Shaheſpear's; it is but juſtice to give 
Ar. Theobald's Arguments to the contrary : Firſt, that the MS, 
was, above -fixty years old: Secondly, that once Mr, Berterton 
had it, or he hath heard ſo: Thirdly, that ſome-bady told him 
he author ga ve it to a baſtard daughter of bis: but Fourthly, 


«17 : 


| aboye all, That he has a great mind every thing that is 
good in our tongue ſhould. be Shakeſpear's.”” I allow theſe 
-reaſons to be truly critical; but what - I am infinitely concerned 
N is, that ſo many Frrors have eſcaped the learned Editor: a 
„ Whercot we ſhall bere amend, out of a much greater nym- 
ber, as an inſtance of our regard to this dear relick, 
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Theſe Fate reſervid to grate thy rein · dvi 275 


Foreſeen hy me, but uh with-hald tom une. 


VARIATIONE 


Aer 1. Scrxnz I. = 
J have his letters of a modern date, 8 
Wherein by Julio, good Cami llo's ſon | 
(Who as he ſays, [ 5 ſhall follow hard upon, 
And whom I with the growing hour [ | expe&) 
oth ſollicit the return of gold, 
1 certain horſe that te bim vvell. 


This place is corrupted: the epithet goa is a meer inflenificant 


| expletive, but the alteration of — 7 


light to the whole context, thus, 

I have his letters of a modern date, 

Wherein, by July, (by miles fon, 

Who, as he ſaith, ſhall follow herd upon, 

And whom I with the growing hours expect) 

He doth ſollicit the retutn ef gold. 
Here you have not only the Fugen ſpeciſied, by whote _ 
the return was to de made, but the moſt neceſſary part, the 
Time by which it was required. Comilo's fon was to follow - 
hard upon—What? Why upbn Ju Horſe chat Site n well | 
is very abſurd; Read it, without-evatradiftion, 

—Forſe, chat de he well, 
| Aer 1. ae the End. 
— mmuſt ſtoop to gain her, 
Throw all my gay Compariſons afide, | 
And turn my proud additions out of fervicey 
faith Henriquez of a maiden of low conditien, objefting his 
high quality: What: have his Compariſon hete to d6? Cont 
it doldly, 
Throw all my gay Cupuriſont aſide, 
And turn my proud additions out of ſervice. 
Aer H. 8czne I. 


| All the verſe of this Scene is confounded with preſes 


O that a man 
Could 'reafon down this-Feewer of the blood, 


— 
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In Lud's old walls tho' long I rul'd, renown'd 
Far as loud Bow's ſtupendous bells reſound ; 


VanlaTloNs 


Or ſooth with words the tumult in his heart! 

Then Julio, I might be indeed thy friend, 
Read — this ferver of the blood, | 

Then Julio, I might be in deed thy friend: 
marking the juſt oppoſition of deeds and words. 

AcrT IV. SczrzlI. . 2 
How his eyes ſhake fire l—ſaid by Violante, obſerving how the 

luſtful ſhepherd. looks at her. It muſt be, as the ſenſe plainly 
demands, | LY 


How his eyes take fire! 

And meaſure every piece of youth about me! 

Bid. That, tho' I wore diſguiſes for ſome ends. 

She had but one diſguiſe, and wore it but for one end, Reſtore 
it, with the alteration but of two letters, 

That, tho' I were diſguiſed for ſome end. 

Aer IV. Scznsz II. 

— To oaths no more give credit, - | 

To tears, to vows ;. falſe Both! 
Falſe Grammar I'm ſure. Both can relate but to re things: 
and ſee! how eaſy a change ſets it right? 

To tears, to vows, falſe trotbh 
I could ſhew you that very word Troth, in Shakeſpear,. a hundred 
times. | Ge 2x . 

Did. For there is nothing left thee now to look for, 
That can bring comfort, but a quiet-grave. 

This I fear is of a piece with None but reſelf can be its TTY 
for the grave puts an end to all ſorrow, it can then need no com- 
fort, Yet let us vindicate 3 where we can: I make ne 
doubt he wrote thus, 

For there is nothing left theo now to look for, 

Nothizg that can bring quiet, but the grave. | | 
Which reduplication of the word gives a much ſtronger emphaſis 
to Vielante's concern. This figure is called Aradypleſis, I could 


de 
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Tho' my own Aldermen confer'd the bays, 


To me committing their eternal praiſe, 280 
Their full-fed Heroes, their pacific May'rs, 

Their annual trophies, and their monthly wars: 
Tho' long my Party built on me their hopes, 

For writing Pamphlets, and for roaſting. Popes : 

Yet lo! in me what authors have to brag on! 285 


Reduc'd at laſt to hiſs in my own dragon. 


"Canes 


ſhew you a hundred juſt ſuch in him, if I had nothing elſe 
to do, enz. 
After v. 284. in the former Ed. followed, 
Diff rent our parties, but with equal grace 
The Goddeſs ſmiles on Whig and Tory race. 


RE MARE S. 1 


VXX. 266, 267. Booth and Cibber were joint managers of the 
Theatre in Drury. lane. 

VER, 268. On grinning dragons thou ſhalt mount the womd.] 
In his Letter to Mr. P. Mr. C. ſolemnly declares this not to be 
literally true. We hope er the reader will underſtand it 
allegorically only, 

Ver, 282. Annual 7080 on the Lord-mayor's day: and 
monthly wars in the Artillery ground. 

VER. 283. Tb“ long my party] Settle, like moſt Party- 
writers, was very uncertain in his political principles. He was 
employed to hold the pen in the Character of a popiſp ſucceſſor, 
but afterwards printed his Narrative on the other fide. . He-had 
managed the ceremony of a famous Pope-burning on Nov. 1%, 
1680, then became a trooper in King James's army, at Hounſlow- 
heath, After the Revolution he kept a booth at Bartholomew- 
fair, where, in the droll called St. George for England, he acted 
in his old age in a Dragon of green leather of his own invention; 
he was at laſt taken into the Charter-houſe, and there an 


aged ſixty years. 
23 
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Avert it Hear nh that: thou, my Cibber, e er 
Should'ſt wag a ſerpent: tail in, Smithfield. fair! 

Like the, vile ſtraw that's blown about the ſtreets, 
The needy Poet: ticks. to all he meets, 290 
Coach' d, carted trod upon, now looſe, now faſt, 


And carry d off in ſome dog's tail at laſt. 
Happier thy: fortunes! like a rolling tone, 


Thy giddy dulneſa fill: ſhall lumber on, . 
Safe in its heavineſs ſhall never ſtray, 295 
But. lick up ev'ry blockhead in the way, 
'Thee ſhall the Patriot, thee the Courtier taſte, 

And ev'ry year be duller than the laſt, 
Till rais'd from booths, to Theatre, to Caurt, 
Her ſeat _— Dulneſs ſhall tranſport, 300 


8 „ 


Wi ares. 


Var, 298. — pavineſ, He.] in the forrper Ed. 
Too ſaſe. in inbatn heavinals to ſtray; 
And lick up r black head in the way. 


Thy Dragons, Magiſtrates, and Peers ſhall 8 


And from-each-ſhew. riſe-duller than Walk. 
Till rais'd from booths, _ 


R EMA R XS, 
Vex. 297 Thee . ſhall the. Patriats thee- the: Contier- tafe,] It 


Kogd in the firſt- edition with blankes, * and. Concanen 


was ſure . they muſt needs mean no · body but · ng CR O RGE 


, «© and Queen CA ROLINE; and ſaid he wauld-infiſt it was ſo, 


ec till the poet cleared himſelf. by filling up-the blanks, other- 
<c. wiſe, agreeably to the. content; and: conſiſtent. with his alle- 
ce giance. | Pref; to a Colleftion-of: verſes, .cflays, letters, c. 
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Already Opera prepares the way, 88 
The ſure fore- runner of her gentle ſway ; 

Let. her thy heart, next Drabs and Dice, engage; 
The third mad paſſion of thy doting ape. 5 
Teach thou the warb' ling Polypheme to roar, 305 
And ſcream, thyſelf as none e' er ſcream'd before! 
To aid our cauſe, if Heav'n thou can'ſt not bend, 
Hell thou ſhalt move; for Fauſtus is qun friend: 
Pluto with. Cato thou for this ſhalt join, 
And link the Mourning Bride to Proſerpine. 310 
Grubſtreet! thy. fall, ſnould men and Gods conſpire, 
Thy ſtage ſhall. tang, auſare iT but from Fire. 


RT MARK A. 


VII. 305. Pol lyphems]' He tranſlated the Italian PREP: of Po- 
lifemo; hyt-unfortunately, loſt the whole jeſt of the ſtory. The 
Cyclops aſks Ulyſſes his name, who tells him his name is Ne- 
man: After his eye is put out, he roars and calls the Brother 
Cyclops to his ad: They enquite who. has hurt bim? he an- 
ſwers Noman; whereupon they all go away again, | Our i inge- 
nious Tranſlator made Ulyſfes ahſwer, Frats no, name, whereby 
all that followed became unintelligible, Hence it. appears that 
Mr. Cibber (who values himſelf on ſubſcribing to the Engliſh 
Tranſlation of Homer's"Htiad)-had' not that merit with reſpett to 
the Odyſfey, or he might Have been better inſtructed i in tlie Greek 
Pun-nol 

Vt, 308, 309. Fauſtus, Pluto, Se.] Names of miſerable 
Farces, which it was the cuſtom to act at the end of the beſt 
Tragedies, to ſpoil the digeſtion of the audience. ; 

VR. 332 enſure it but from: Fire] In Tibbald's fle of 
Proſerpine, a corn field was ſet on fire: whereupon the other 
play- houſe had a batn burnt down for the recreation of the ſpec- 
tators. They alſo rival'd each other in ſhowing: the borninge 
of OY in Dr. Fauſtus. | 

Q4 
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Another Eſchylus appears! prepare 

For new abortions, all ye pregnant fair! 

In flames, like Semele's, be brought to bed, 315 

While op' ning Hell ſpouts wild- fire at your head. 
Now Bavius take the Poppy from thy brow, 

And place it here! here all ye Heroes bow ! 

This, this is he, foretold by ancient rhymes : 

Th' Auguſtus born to bring Saturnian times. 320 

Signs following ſigns lead on the mighty year! 
See! the dull ſtars roll round and re- appear. 

See, ſee, our own true Phœbus wears thy bays! 
Our * ſits Lord Chaneeller of Plays! 


VARIATIONS, 


Ve. 323. See, ſee, our own, Sc.] in the former Edd, 
Eeneath his reign, ſhall Euſden wear the bays . 
Cibber preſide Lord Chancellor of plays, 
Benſon ſole Judge of Architecture fit, 
And Namby Pamby be prefer'd for Wit! 
I ſee th' unfiniſh'd Dormitory wall, 
I ſee the Savoy totter to her fall; 
Hibernian Politics, O Swift! thy doom, 
And Pope's, tranſlating three whole years with Broome, 
Proceed great days, &e. 


REMARKS, 


Ver, 313. Anotber A ſchylus appears !] It is reported of 
, ZEſchylus, that when his tragedy of the Furies was acted, the 
audience were ſo terrified that the children Foal into fits, and tbe 
big- bellied women miſcarried. 

VIX. 315. like Semele's,] Sce Ovid. Met. ili, 


20 
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On Poets Tombs ſee Benſon's titles writ! 
Lo! Ambroſe n is reg for Wit! 


ie 


Vs. 22 ©. On Poets Tombs ſee Benſon” s tele Writ „* Wm 
Benſon (Surveyor of the Buildings to his Majeſty King George 1.) 
gave in a report to the Lords, that their Houſe and the Painted- 
chamber adjoining were in immediate danger of falling. Where-_ 
upon the Lords met in a committee to' appoint ſome other 
place to fit in, while the houſe ſhould be taken down. But it be- 
ing propoſed to cauſe ſome other builders firſt to inſpect it, they 
found it in very good condition. The Lords, upon this, were 
going upon an addreſs to the King againſt Benſon, for ſuch 


- a miſrepreſentation ; but the earl of Sunderland, then ſecretary,. 


gave them an aſſurance that his Majeſty wobld remove him, 
which was done accordingly, In favour of this man, the fa- 


mous Sir Chriſtopher Wren, who had been Architect to the 
crown for above fifty years, who built moſt of the Churches in 


London, laid the firſt ſtone of St. Paul's, and lived to finiſh it, 
had been diſplaced from his employ ment at the age of near ninety 


years, 
VER, 326. Ambroſe Philips] © He was (faith Mr. Jacos,) 


c one of the wits at Button's, and a juſtice of the peace; But 


he hath fince met with higher preferment in Ireland: anda 


much greater character we have of him in Mr. Gildon's Com- 


plete Art of poetry, vol, 1. p. 157. “ Indeed he confeſſes, he 
« dares not ſet him quite on the ſame foot with Virgil, leſt it 


 IM1TATIONS. 


Ver. 319, 320. This, this is be, foretold * ancient . 
| Th' Auguſtus, &c. 5 
Hic vir, hic eft ! tibi quem promitti ſæpiui audis, 
Auguſtus Ceſar, divum genus; aurea condet 
Secula qui rurſus Latio, regnata per arva 
Saturno quondam 


— 


3 


Virg. n. vi. 


| Saturnian here relates to the age of Lead, mentioned book I. v. 26. 


234 THE DUNCIA D. Book III. 


See under Ripley riſe. a ne White-hall, 
While Jones' and Boyle's. united labours fall: 

While Wren with ſorrow to the grave deſcends, 
Gay dies 2 with a hundred friends, 330 


REMARK 3. 


cc beni ſrom Battery i but he is much miſtaken if poſterity. 
> does not afford him a greazer- eflecm than, be. at preſent en- 
44 Joys. He endeavoured to create ſome; miſunderſtanding be- 
tween our Author and: Mr. Addiſon, whom alſo, ſoon after he 
abuſed as much, His conſtant. cry, was. that Mr, p. Wag an 
Enemy to the government; and in particular he: was the ayowed- 
author of a report very. induſtriouſly. ſpread, ; that he had a. hand. 
in a party- paper called the Examiner: A falſhood well, known, 
5 ＋ thoſe yet living, who had: the direction and; publication, 
0 it. . 5 

VII. 328. While Jones and Bogle i united, labours Fall:]. At, 
the time when this poem was written, the banquetting- houſe of 
White-hall, the church and piazza of Covent-garden, and the: 
palace and chapel of Somerſet-houſe, the works of the famous, 
| Inigo Jones, had been for many, years: ſo neglected, as to be in 
danger of ruin. The portico of Covent - garden church had. been 
zuſt then reſtored and beautified at the expence of tha Earl of 
Burlington ; ho, at the ſame time, by his. publication of: the 
defigns of that great Maſter and Palladio, as well as by- many: 
noble buildings of his own, revived the true taſte of Architecture 
in this Kingdom. 

VII. 330. Gay dies unpen ſion d, Sc.] See Mr. Gay's fable 
of the Hare and many Friendt. This Fellleman was early in 
the friendſhip. of our author, which continued to his death; He 
wrote ſeveral works of humour with great ſucceſs, the Shep- 
herd's Week, Trivia, the What - d'ye. call- it, Fables; and laſt- 
ly, the celebrated Beggar's Opera; à piece of ſatite which hit 
all taſtes and degrees of men, from thoſe of the * quality 
to the very rabble: That verſe of Horace 


Primores pepuli arripuit, populumgue tributem, 
. 5 8 


30 


jeſts. 


Book III. THE DUNCIADY 23 
Hibernian Politics, O Swift! thy fate: 


And Pope's, ten years to comment and tranſlate, 


7 


VARIATIONS. N 
Vrs, 331. in the former Editions thus, 
O Swift! thy doom, 
And Pope's, tranflating ten whole years with Broome. 
On which, was the following Note, *© He concludes his irony 
'© was a.ſtroke upon himſelf : for whoever Imagines this a ſar- 
© caſm. on the other ingenious perſon, is ſurely miſtaken, The 
opinion our Author bad of him was ſufficiently-ſhewn by hjs 
joining him in the undertaking. of the Odyſſey; in which Mrs 
Broome having engaged without any previous agreement 


© diſcharged his part ſo much to Mr, Pope's ſatisfaction, that 
“ he gratified him with the full ſum of Five bundred: pounds, 
« and a preſent of all thoſe books for which his own intereſt 
could procure him ſubſcribers,. to the value of One hundred 
ce ore. The author only ſeems: to lament, that he was ein- 


« ployed in Tranſlation at all.” . 


| REMARKS, | nts NIH 

could never be ſo juſtly applied as to this. The vaſt ſueceſt of 
it was uoprecedented, and almoſt incredible: What is related 
of the wonderful effects of the ancient muſic or tragedy hardly 
came up to it: Sophocles and Euripides were leſs followed and 
famous, It was acted in London ſixty- three days, uninterrupt- 
ed; and renewed the next ſeaſon with equal applauſes, It ſpread 
into all the great towns of England, was play d in many places 
to the thirtieth and fortieth time, at Bath and Bxiſtol fifty, Sc. 
It made its progreſs into Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, where 

it was performed twenty four days together: It was laſt acted in 
Minorca. The fame of it was not confined to the author only; 
the ladies carried about with them the favourite ſongs of it in 
fans; and houſes were furniſhed with it in ſcreens- The per- 

ſon who acted Polly, till then obſcure, - became all at once the 

favourite of the town; her pictures were engraved, and ſold in 
great numbers; her life written; books of letters and verſes to 
her, publiſhed; and pamphlets made even of her ſayings and 
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Proceed, great days! 'till Learning fly the ſhore, 

Till Birch ſhall bluſh with noble blood no more, 

Till Thames ſee Eaton's ſons for ever play, 


335 
TI wenn whole year be many: 
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Furthermore, it drove out of England, for that ſeaſon, the 
Italian Opera, which had carried all before it for ten years. 
That idol of the Nobility and people, which the great Critic 
Mr. Dennis by the labours and outcries of a whole life could not 
overthrow, was demoliſhed by a fingle ſtroke of this gentleman's 
pen. This happened in the year 1728. Yet ſo great was his 
modeſty, that he conſtantly prefixed to all the editions of it this 
motto, Nos bac novimus eſſe nibil. 


VIX. 131. Hibernian Palitcs, 0 1 thy fatez] See 
Book i. ver. 26. 

Va- 332. Ard Pope's, ten years to eomment and . — 
The author here plainly laments that he Was ſo long employe 
in tranſlating and commenting, He began the Iliad in 17:3, 
and finiſhed it in 1719. The edition of Shakeſpear (which he 
under merely becauſe no body elſe would) took up near two 
years more in the drudgery of comparing impreſſions, rectifying 
the Scenery, &c. and the Tranſlation of half the Odyſſey employ- 
ed him from that time to 172<c. 

; Ver. 333. Proceed. great days! Sc.] It may perhaps ſeem 
incredible, that ſo great a Revolution in Learning as is here pro- 
pheſied, ſhould be brought about by ſuch eveak Inſtruments as 
have been | hitherto] deſcribed in our poem: But do not thou 
gentle reader, reſt too ſecure in thy contempt of theſe Inſtru- 
ments, Remember what the Dutch ftories ſomewhere relate, 
that a great part of their Provinces was once overflowed, by a ſmall 
opening made in one of their dykes by a ſingle Vater- Rat. 

However, that ſuch is not ſcriouſly the judgment of our Poet, 
but that he conceiveth better hopes from the Diligence of our 
Schools. from the Regulatity of our Univerſities, the Diſcern- 
ment of our Great men, the Accompliſhments of our Nobility, 
the Encouragement of our Patrons, and the Genius of our 
Writers in all Kinds (notwithſtanding ſome few exceptions in 


Book III. 


T.H E DUNCIA D. 

Till Ifis' Elders reel, their pupils ſport, 

And Alma mater lie difloly'd in Port _ 
Enough enough the raptur'd Monarch crĩes; 


And thro* the IV ry Gate the Viſion ues, 340 


"VARIATIONS. 


After ver. 338. in the firſt Edit. were the following lines, 
Then when thefe ſigns declare the mighty year, 
When the dull ſtars roll round and re-appear ; 1 2 
Let there be darkneſs ! (the dread Pow'r ſhall ay) 

All ſhall be darkneſs, as it ne'er were day; 
To their firſt Chaos Wit's vain works ſhall fall, 
And univerſal darkneſs cover all, 


REMARKS. 


each) may plainly be ſeen from his concluſion; where cau 
all this viſion to paſs through the Ivory Gate, he expreſsly, in 
the language of Poeſy, declares all ſuch imaginations to be wild. 
ungrounded, and fictitious, SCRIEL, 
ibid, Proceed, great days! Sc. Till Birch ſball bi, Cc. ] 
Another great prophet of Dulneſs, on this ſide Styx, promiſeth 
Thoſe days to be near at hand. The Do il (Cich hc) licenſed 
Biſhops to licenſe Maſters of Schools to infirud youth in the - 
ledge of the heathen Gods, their religion, Fc. The Schools ard Uni- 


verſities will ſoon be tired and aſham:d of Claſſics ond fuch trumpery, 


Hu TCHINS0N'S Uſe of Renſon recovered. SCRIBL,s 


IMITATIONS. 


Ver. 340. And thro the Tory Gate, Sc.] 
unt geminæ Sommi portæ; uarum altera fertur 
Cornea, qua weris facilis datur exitus unbris; 
Altera candenti Perfecta nitens elephanto, 


Srd falſa ad cœlum mittunt inſomnia munes. Virg. En. vi. 
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R. RAPIN's Hiſtory of ENGLAND 
as well Ecclefiaſtical as Civil, from the * 
Vafion of Julius Cæſar, to the Revolution. Tranſ- 
lated into Engliſb, with additional Notes, by N. 
TINDAL, M. A. Rector of Alverſtole in Hamp- 
fire, and Chaplain to the Royal Hoſpital at Green- 
wick. In two Volumes in Folio. The third Editi- 
on; illuſtrated with Maps and Genealogical Tables, 
and the Heads and Monuments of the Kings, 
engraved on Seventy-ſeven Folio Copper-Plates, 
Price 21. 123. 64. in Sheets, or 3 J. 3. bound. 


The Continuation of Mr. Rapin' s Hiſtory ef Eng- 
land, from the Revolution to the End of the Reign 
of K. George I. By N. Tindal, M. A. The ſecond 
Edition. Illuſtrated with the Heads of the Kings 
and Queens, and of ſeveral illuſtrious Perſons, - en- 
graved by Mr. Houbraken, on 36 Folio Copper- 
Plates; alſo 20 Maps and Sea- Charts. In two 
Volumes Folio, Price 21, 123. 6d. in Sheets, or 
3 J. 35. bound. 


A 3 or . of the Hiſtory of 
England, from the Invaſion of Julius Cz/ar, to the 
Death of King George I. with Lifts of the Peers 
created i in each Reign, Knights of the Garter and 
"Ehangecllors, Judges, Ad- 
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mirals, &c. alſo Plans of Towns, Sieges, and Bat- 
tles, on fiſty-two whole 'Sheet Copper. Plates; and 


the Medallic Hiftory of the three laſt Reigns, in a 
Series of 400 Medals, on thirty-two Copper-Plates, 
in one Volume in Folio, Price 27, 5. in Sheets, 


Mr. Rapin's Hiſtory of England, as well Eccleſi- 
aſtical as Civil, from the Invaſion of Julius Cæſar, 
to the Revolution. Tranſlated into Engliſi, wick 
additional Notes, by V. f5adsl, Rector of Alver- 


Hole in Hampſhire, and Chaplain to the Royal He- 
ſpital at Greenwich; in fifteen large Volumes in Oc- 


| 2avo, illuſtrated with the Heads and Monuments of | 


the Kings, engraved on Copper-Plates. 


Mr. Tics Continuation of Mr. Rais Hiſtory, 


from the Revolution to the Acceſſion of King George 


II. with the Heads of the Kings, and all the Maps, 
Charts, Flans of Towns, Sieges, and Bares, &e. 
in thirteen Volumes, dvo. 


An Abridgment of the Hiſtary of England, . is 
three Volumes, 8vo, Being a Summary of Mr. 


 Rajin's Hiſtory and Mr. Tixdal's Continuation, from 


the Landing of Julius Cafar, to the Death of King 
George I. With the Characters of the Kings at 
large, the State of the Publiek Revenues, Exche- 


quer and Coins, at and Log n and. 
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alſo Liſts of the Peers created in each Reign, Knights 
of the Garter and Bath, Baronets, Biſhops, Chan- 
cellors, Chief. Juſtices, Judges, and Admirals, to the 
preſent Jimes. IIluſtrated with the Heads and Mo- 
numents of the Kings and Queens, &c. on ſeventy 
Copper-Plates. 

N. B. The Continuation, 13 Volumes 8vo, the 
Abridgment, 3 Volumes octavo, and the Medallic 
Hiſtory (which may be had ſeparately) contain all 
that is in Mr. Tindal's Continuation and Summary, 
in 3 Volumes Folio. 


The HEADS of 108 Illuſtrious Perſons of Great- 
Britain, finely engraved by Mr. Houbraken, and Mr. 


Vertue, with their Lives and Characters, by 'THomas 
Bixcn, D. D. F. R. S. Beautifully printed on large 
— Paper. In 2 Volumes Folio. 


The ſame on mall 3 2 W Folio. 


The Works of SAMUEL CLARKE, D. D. 
late Rector of St. James's, Weſtminſier. With a Pre- 


face, giving ſome Account of the Life, Writings, 


and Character of the Author, by BENVAM IN, 


Lord Biſhop of Wincheſter. Beautifully printed in 


four Volumes in Folio. 
A ſmall Number of Dr. Clarke's... rks finely 
printed on large Paper... 
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